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Guinness report reveals 
‘cavalier’ City 

The Government’s long-awaited report into the 
Guinness scandal of the mid- 1980s, published yesterday, 
concluded that the whole affair displayed businessmen 
and financiers behaving with a “cynical disregard of laws 
and regulations, cavalier misuse of company money and 
a contempt for truth and common honesty”. But 
Margaret Beckett, Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, has decided not to apply to disqualify any of 
those implicated; several have returned to lucrative and 
prominent positions in the City. Page 22 

Minimum wage let out 
for young people 

Eow paid workers aged under 26 may not have the 
proteqion of the minimum wage legislation introduced 
by the Government yesterday. The published Bill allows 
for the exemption of young people — a move seen as a 
partial victory for Peter Mandeison. Minister without 
Portfolio, who Wanted the measure to be flexible. 
Employers could face fines of,up to £5,000. Page II 

-Spencer’s divorce offer 

Details of Lord Spencer’s proposed divorce settlement 
with his wife emerged yesterday. He has offered her 
£300,000. a £244,000 house, more than £2,000 a 
month, and foil maintenance for die children. English 

lawyers said they would regard that as too low for a 

man worth £!00m; Lady Spencer is seeking £3.75m 
from him. Page 12 

Easier listening Radio 3 

Revamped schedules for Radio Three - a station heard 
by only 1.3 per cent of the l istening audience at any . 

one time - were announced yesterday to widespread . 

intrigue and alarm. New presenters - who indude Joan 
jtekewell, Peter Hobday, Richard Baker and David 
Meifo - will run programmes which play shorter but 
complete pieces, enabling listeners to dip in and out of 
the station more easily. Page 4 

Museum breaks rank 

The hitherto united front among museums on 
admission charges appeared to fracture yesterday, 
when the director of the Victoria and Albert Museum 
said he could not countenance the British Museum . 
being subsidised to avoid charges without seeking 

subsidy of his own to stop charging. Page 3 
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Rallying to the cause: Members of seven separate hunts gathering in Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, yesterday 
^ to protest against attempts to ban their sport ' Huntinji'debate, page 7 Photograph: Neit Plumb 

The heat is on, in the 
world's warmest year 


British scientists warn 
that by 2050^ 100 million 
more people could be 
lacing extreme drought 
due to mankind altering 
the climate; And this year 
is set to be the world's . 
warmest, according to a ■ 
Met Office report 
released yesterday. 

Nicholas Schoon and CoTm 
Brown report on a grim 
forecast. 


With three days left before the 
UN CKmate Treaty summit starts 
in Kyoto, Japan, the British Gov- 
ernment stepped up the in- 
ternational pressure for cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions 'with a ' 
grim report on the changes in 
store for the next century. - 

Hopfcal foresls, already under 
pressure, will shrink in a warmer 
worid and their ability to soak up 
the extra carbon dioxide human- 
ity is putting in the atmosphere 
wfll be dimmisbed- tending to ac- 
celerate the warming. 

Huge sums will have to be 
spent on new coastal defences as 
sea levels gradually rise. If not, 
by 2080 about 200 million peo-‘ 
pie will be seriously endangered 
tiy flooding. By then, the dimate 
change wfll also increase the 
risks of starvation for 50miHiou 
people in the tropics, particularly 
in Africa. ' . 

The report uses the latest su- 
percompn ter simulations of cli- 
mate change iqj to 2100 from the 
Met Office’s Hadley Centre in . 
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BrackneO. a worid leader in this 
specialised and arcane science. 

Then it fanned out these 
predictions to Britain’* leading 
university and government sci- 
entists in the Adds of water re- 
sources. coastline dynamics, 
crop growing and plant ecolo- ; 
gy to find out what pressures 
the rainfall and temperature 
changes would bring to bear on 
a global population of about 10 
billion people. 

Thousands of copies of the 
report wfll be distributed 
among the delegates from 160 
rations who begin gathering in 
Kyoto neat Monday. Their task 
is to negotiate what action 
needs to be taken to slow down 
the change in dimate caused by 
humanity’s intervention in the 
atmosphere. * 

The Hadky Centre's bed es- 
timate for the average tem- 
perature rise over the nest 
century of between 2J and 3C, 
if countries carry on burning 
more and more coal oB and gas 
in a “business as usual” sce- 


nario. By 2080, the concentra- 
tion of carbon dioxide in the at- 
mosphere will have doubled 
from today's level; this is the 
most important of the heat- 
trapping greenhouse gases 
which fossil fuel use, forest 
clearing, cement manufacture 
and farming are pouring into 
the air. 

Overall, there will be 3 per 
cent more. rainfall around the 
worid by 2050 - but it wfll be 
unevenly distributed. Much of 
the tropics and subtropics will 
become substantially drier. 
Mexico, North Africa, southern 
Europe and India are ail fore- 
cast to have less water available, 
although China and the US are 
predicted to have more. 

The Met Office said that, 
with a month of 1597 stiH left 
to go, this year was almost cer- 
tain to be the world's warmest 
in a global temperature record 
stretching back to 1860. 

Partly this is due to this 
year’s particularly powerful El 
Nino event, a wanning of the 


sea and air in the tropical east 
Pacific which occurs every few 
years-. and causes huge 
disruption and destruction. 

But the five warmest years 
since global records began have 
all been in the 1990s. Overall, 
temperatures have risen 0.6C 
this century, and are expected 
to cany on riang - but more 
quickly. 

Deputy Executive Director 
of Greenpeace UK, Chris Rose, 
said: ‘All the evidence points to 
the fact that dim ate change is 
already happening ... the sky 
does indeed have a limi t-*’ 

Yesterday, in Canberra, Aus- 
tralia, Britain’s Deputy Prime 
Minister, John Prescott, plead- 
ed with that country’s govern- 
ment to change its stance on 
global wanning. 

Australia has taken the most 
extreme position of any devel- 
oped country, saying it wants to 
be allowed to raise its green- 
house gas emissions by 18 per 
cent between 1990 and 2010.. 

. . The European Union, which 
Mr Prescott is represen ting in 
a world tour of last minute di- 
mate diplomacy, says the 
wealthy nations must co mmi t- to 
a 15 per cent cut over this pe- 
riod. The US, the biggest pol- 
luter in absolute and per capita 
terms, is holding out for a sta- 
bilisation of emissions at the 
1990 level by 2010. 

It seems increasingly likely 
that the notion of greenhouse 
gas emission quotas which, can 
be traded between countries will 
feature in any final agreement 
at the Kyoto talks, which last 10 
days. 
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Winnie may 
face fresh 
murder 
charges 


Winnie Mandela ordered 
the murder of her 
personal doctor, Abu- 
Baker Asvat, and gave 
the killer the murder 
weapon, according to an 
official document 
submitted last night to 
South Africa’s Truth and 
Reconciliation 
commission. Now there 
are certain to be great 
pressures for the woman 
once known as the 
Mother of the Nation to 
be prosecuted for 
conspiracy to murder. 
Fred Bridgkmd reports 
from Johannesburg. 

Cyril Zakele Mbatha, serving a 
life sentence for Dr Asvat’s 
murder, said in his submis- 
sion: “I killed Dr Asvat by 
shooting him with a 9mm gun. 

“This was under instruc- 
tions from Mrs Mandela and I 
genuinely believed that I would 
be benefiting the future polit- 
ical system of our country.'’ 

News of the confession by 
Mbatha, who is scheduled to 
appear before the Tilth and 
Reconciliation Committee to- 
morrow, is certain to cause a 
major furore when the Com- 
mission reconvenes today 
under the chairmanship of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

Mbatha said he was initially 
given a gun by his accomplice, 
Nicholas Thulani Dlamini, to 
assassinate Asvat on 27 Janu- 
ary 1989. The gun jammed, so 
they were taken by car to Mrs 
Mandela's Soweto home. “This 


was for the purpose of chang- 
ing guns,” said Mbatha. Dlaxni- 
nr and the driver waited 
outside. “Mrs Mandela said if 
we kded Dr Asvat we would be 

paid Rand20,000 [£4,000 in 
1989] ... and not only would we 
get money for the job, but we 
would be doing it for the cause 
of our country.” Mbatha said 
Mis Mandela ordered Katiza 
Cebekhulu - the so-called 
“missing witness'" in the Win- 
nie Mandela saga - to guide 
them to Asvaf s surgery. 

A prior appointment had 
been made with the doctor. 
Dlamini sat in the waiting-room. 
With him was Dr Asvaf s re- 
ceptionist, Albertina Sisulu, wife 

of ANC chief, Walter Sisulu. 

“I went into Dr Asvat’s 
rooms and I shot him twice in 
the chest,” said Mbatha. 

“Dlamini panicked and tried 
. to dimbout of the window, but 
I shouted to Mis Sisulu that if 
she did not open the security 
doors I would kQl her. All of a 
sudden the doors opened and I 
ran out together with Dlamim.” 

Die South African Police 
have been accused of covering 
up the full facts about the As- 
vat murder, which happened 
four weeks after the killing of 
Stompie MoeketsL 

Evidence has emerged at the 
TRC hearing that Dr Asvat ex- 
amined Stompie at Mrs Man- 
dela’s house after he had been 
severely beaten, on 29 De- 
cember 1988, by her Mandela 
United Football Qub. Asvat 
told Mrs Mandela that Stom- 
pie was so severely injured he 
would die unless taken to hos- 
■ pitaL Stompie was stabbed to 
death later that night 
Witness’s amnesia, page 8 



At 16, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, dean clothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, over 4,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. We Ve counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 
Q £15 □ £25 G £50 □ £250* other£. 


4 


I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my. 

□ Visa O MasterCard O Switch 1, other 

Card no. ■//////////// / III t 


+ Last three digits of Swftdi card no.. 
Expiry date 1 Signature 


/ / 


.Switch issue no. 


* Gifts of £250 dr more are worth almost a third extra to us under GfftAJd 

Name (caps) MrfMre/Ms _ 

Address 


Postcode. 


CRMS 


freephone donation line 0800 44 88 98 

_ dsfa,FREEP05XRoom 90S, London SE21 88R 
I Decals haw been changed to protect Id e n t it y J 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


Jesus may have been a 
chartered surveyor 


Over the centuries biblical scholars have labelled Jesus Christ many things, 
but never before has anyone suggested he was a chartered surveyor. 

Far from being a humble carpenter, the founder of Chris tiani ty was a 
cultured, middle-class businessman, according- to a Jesuit histnr fon De- 
bunking the traditional image which has been lodged in the public’s imag- 
ination for almost 2,000 years, he paints a ptaure of a fan vhvur who spoke 

three languages, enjoyed the theatre and had his own firm of builders and 
surveyors. 

The disciples were also middle-class, be claims. James and John were 
not poor fishermen but owners of a fishing co-operative with large boats 
capable of carrying up to a dozen fishermen and a ton of fish. 

Ft Giovanni Magnani, a lecturer in Christo logy at the Vatican’s Gre- 
gorian University, in Rome, bases his cl aims 0 n new findings on the lintwf 
between Judaism and Hellenism, and on updated interpretations by ac- 




IUST1CE 

Hitting criminals where it hurts 


Sqn Ldr Tucker and Dljana Dudokovic: Sexual side of their relationship was ‘a bit of a disaster* 


RAF officer tells of affair with Serb interpreter 


Suspected crime barons should be made to account to the courts for their 

Sftr Majesty’s Inspectorate of 

It said new laws, similar to tbose used in the United States to combat 
the mafia, were needed to fight the increasing sophtsocatiOB of- organised 

C ”criuri 2 ?slrould be empowered to demand from suspected criminals an 
explanation for their wealth if they had oo legitimate > means ofincom* 
Ulsuso^ could not prove that assets were lawfully obtained, the courts 
should have the power to seize them. HMIC said in a major report on crim- 
inal intelligence work- . • ■ • • w »- 

“The most ruthless, organised crimin a l s rarely put themselves m per- 
sonal danger of arrest or charge,” the report said. “They establish crimi- 
nal networks which distance their involvement and legitimate ‘front’ 
b usiness es to launder their illicit profits. _ - ■ . 

‘‘They have structures which indude couriers, safe houses , quarter- 
masters and legal support on retainer. ■ - 

“In their own fashion they are ‘businessmen’ and are as far removed 
from the outmoded stereotype of the villain in popular fiction as Dixon 
of Dock Green is from the present reality of policing-" 

The report also called for greater investigation of the assets of major 
criminals who were convicted, with a view to seizing the proceeds of crime. 

“Limited investigative resources mean that inquiries are confined to 
obtaining evidence to convict offenders and are i nsu ffi cient to pursue- as- 
set tracing beyond this point,” it said. _■ 

Snmftiiwiyi jyn te i nquiries could be contracted out to fiatensfc accountants 
and auditors, it added 


Jesus as depicted by da Vinci in Christ among the Doctors 


knowledged experts of Hebrew texts on the society and culture of Galilee. 

In his new book,/<tfus and Master, published by Cittadella in Assisi, Fr 
Magnani suggests that the scarcity of trees in Galilee meant that joinery 
would not have been a viable career choice. He backs up his thesis by point- 
ing to an erroneous translation of a word from the New Testament. The 
Greek word ‘tekton used in Matthew’s gospel to describe St Joseph, did 
not mean carpenter, but rather was one level below an ‘ ardutekton ', or 
civil engineer, thus making Jesus a member of Galilee’s prosperous Hass 
of burghers. 

Fr Magnani, a philosopher and historian who founded the Gregorian 
University’s Institute of Religious Science, goeson to say that besides his 
mother-tongue, Aramaic, Jesus could also write and translate Hebrew, the 
language of the Holy Scriptures, and could probably speak fluent Cheek. 

The discovery of a large semi-circular theatre in Sefforis, a Greek town 
with a population of 30,000 built near Nazareth between 2BC and AD20, 
has allowed experts to revaluate the impact of Greek culture on the lo- 
cal civilisation. It is possible that besides taking part in the construction 
of the town himself Jesus may have visited the Greek theatre to see a 
show. 'There is a whole vocabulary used by Jesus which was taken from 
the world of business, of banking, of the average and si gnifican tly pow- 
erful, which has to be re-examined in greater depth.” 

Dr James Garieton Paget, a New 'Testament scholar at Feterhouse Col- 
lege, in Cambridge, was circumspect about whether it was possible to pin 
so much on the translation of ‘tekton . However, he emphasised that he 
had not read Fr MagnanTs book and would keep an open mind. He said 
be bad always suspected that Jesus was a “louche socialist someone who 
spent most of his time in Hampstead”. 

The reference in Matthew’s gospel to Jesus as “a glutton and awinebib- 
ber” and “a friend of tax collectors and sinners” suggested as much, he 
said. And the account of the marriage feast at Cana, where they ran out 
of wine, hints that “Jesus was better connected than we thought”. 

A spokeswoman for the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors was 
tickled by the idea of Jesus as their forefather. Describing the profession, 
with no pun intended, she said: “It’s quite a broad church, if you know 
what I mean.” 

— Clare Gamer 


A senior RAF officeryesterday took the witness stand 
' to deny murdering his wife after becoming infatu- 
ated witb-a Serbian interpreter he met while on UN 
duties in Bosnia. 

. .■ Squadron leader Nicholas Tucker, .46, told Nor- 
wich Crown Court that be found 21-year-old Dfjana 
Dudokovic “very flirtatious, fascinating to be with, 
very vivacious and a good interpreter”. But he ad- 
mitted the sexual side of their relationship had been 
a “bit of a disaster”. . 

Sqn Ldr Tucker admitted that be had a brief af- 
fair with Ms Dudokovic, but denied murdering his 
52-year-old wife, Carol. 

- He told thejury bow be had taken Ms Dudokovic, 
21, whom he had met while on UN peacekeeping 
duties in Bosnia, to the south coast and the New Rar- 
est when she visited England in June 1995. But the 
two occasions on which they had tried to make love 
ended iri failure and frustration. . 

Sqn Ldr Tbcker added: “To put it bluntly I couldn’t 
hack it After that, it was the time of the month for 
her. She had a period. I did not have sexual inter- 
course with her on any other occasion.” 

The prosecution alleges that Sqn Ldr lhcker v af 
Honmgton. Suffolk, murdered his wife by staging 
an accident at the river Lark near them home on 
21 July 1995. 


It is claimed that he bad become infatuated with 
Ms Dudokovic. 

Sqn Ldr Tucker described to the court events lead- 
ing bp to the fetal incident He and his wife had gone 
out jfof rtintyt to the Rn»d t ion pnh m T Hfimgham and 

were on their way home when he missed a turning. 
“We were chatting. Carol shouted something to me 
to the effect ‘mind the deer’, she saw them before 
me momentarily. I would say 1 was doing more than 
30mph. My recollections are she grabbed the steer- 
ing wheel. I say that because the movement to the 
left was more than me steering. At that point I saw 
two animakontheroadmy immediate thoughts were 
they were dpgs, perhaps about the size of a labrador.” 

Sqn Ldr Tbcker said he has “three pictures in his 
, memory” for what happened next. Firstly, he recalls, 
the animals and then “a reflection with die headlights 
shining off some weeds. And the last one is water 
cascading down the window. “The next thing I can 
remember is some white lights and someone talk- 
ing to me. I think it was in the ambulance.” 

After the crash Squadron Leader Tucker said he 
suffered bruises, aches and pains and discovered be 
had grazed his forehead. He said: “My concern was 
obviously to know how Carol had died.” 

~ The case continues. 

— Kim Sengupto 
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HEALTH 


Malaria drug could be restricted 


Proms manager moves to Royal Opera House 


T-ariam, the anti-malarial drug that has been linked with unpleasant ride- 
effects, “may not be useful for routine prophylaxis [prevention],” accord- 
ing to a review of research in the British Medical Journal. Although it has 
been shown to be hig hly effective in preventing malaria in areas of high 
drug resistance, many people stop taking it because of ride-effects such 
as insomnia and fatigue, ni ghtmar es and depression - limiting its effec- 
tiveness . The researchers say I-nriam may not be appropriate for package 
holidaymakers but “may be useful for groups travelling to regions wrath a 
high risk of resistant malaria and limited access to effective medical care”. 

— Jeremy Laurence, Health Editor 


Judy G rahame, marke ting manager 

of The Proms, has been appoint- 
ed director of external relations at 
the Royal Opera House. 

She replaces Keith Cooper, 
who achieved brief national fame 
in the television documentary se- 
ries The House , but has now been 
moved internally to take charge of 
sales and broadcasting. 

Before joining the BBC Ms 
Grahame was in charge of mar- 
keting at the London Philhar- 
monic Orchestra and subsequently 
The Philhaimonia. 


currently the subject of a House 
of Commons select committee in- 
quiry arid a separate committee set 
up by Culture Secretary Chris 
Smith to investigate options in- 
cluding the Royal Opera, Royal 
Ballet and English National Opera 
sharing Cbvent Garden. It has also 
come close to liquidation with 
mounting debts this year. 

Ms Grahame, who takes up her 
appointment in January, will be re- 
sponsible for presenting the 
House’s public image and liaising 
with the Government and the me- 


ternal relations for the Royal 
Opera, Royal Ballet and the Roy- 
al Opera : Hbiise. She said lak 
night “This must be one of the 
most challenging jobs in the arts.” 

The opera house will be thrust 
into the spotlight again next 
Wednesday when the select com- 
mittee issues its report It is ex- 
pected to be highly critical of 
arrangements during the two-year 
closure of Covent Garden. Opera 
and ballet companies have had to 
perform in several different venues, 
and ticket sales have been low. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Councils spending £7m on evictions 


Councils in Britain are spending up to £7m a year on evicting travellers, 
according to new research. 

Legal costs for each individual eviction can be as high as £10,000, ac- 
cording to a report on the research, the first of its kind, which has been 
carried out by the Travellers Research Centre at Cardiff Law SchooL 

A report on the work says that figures are likely to be an underesti- 
mate because the councils it looked at had not taken into account all the 
costs incurred. Nor do the estimates include the costs of police activities. 
The report points out that at £7m a year, the eviction costs are higher than 
the cost of providing a network of sites for travellers across tbe country. 






The Royal Opera House is dia. Her role will encompass ex~ — David Lister, Arts News Editor 
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rag to make Channel 4 show fewer repeats and more — Pdul McCann, Medb Correspondent 






7.30 FOR 8 


by.Chns Priestley ZITS 


by JerTy Seott & Jim Borgman 



BRING CHRISTMAS FORWARD THIS YEAR. 
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Mighty drive through Our cat beats 
the Sahara and guide the experts... 
to the best world’s again 

festival time off your money 


Museums fall I Stars turn out to mourn Hutchence in Sydney 

out in crisis 
’ over charging 


The united front by 
national museums over 
free admissions has been 
broken. The director of 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum tells our arts 
news editor, David Lister, 
that he will not tolerate 
financial help being given 
to some museums and 
not others. 


In a strong challenge to the 
Government. Alan Borg said 
yesterday that if the Govern- 
ment found money for the 
British Museum to stop it 
charging, Lhe V&A’s trustees 
would consider scrapping their 
charges and demand a similar 
“hand-out" Until now the cam- 
paign to maintain free admis- 
sions among the national 
museums and galleries that do 
not charge — .the British Mu- 
seum, Tate, National Gallery 
and National Portrait Gallery — 
has been united. 

But the intervention of Dr 
Borg, the V&A director, shows 
the resentment that has been 
building up among national 
museums and galleries which 
have felt obliged to impose ad- 
mission charges in the face of 
declining grants. Whitehall 
sources have hinted that though 
the Government might next 
loosen its commitment to free 
admission to all national mu- 
seums. it is considering an 
eleventh-hour increase in the 
grant for the British Museum to 
prevent it charging for the first 
time in its 230-year history. 

Dr Borg said: “If the British 
Museum does receive a special 
sum to prevent it charging, 
there would be an immediate 
challenge from charging muse- 
ums. The temptation for our 
trustees win be to say Thank you 
very much, we’ll take off out 
charges now.’ That’s an argu- 
ment that will be had if the 
British' Museum gets a hand- 
out. The Government could 
well see the British Museum as 


the last bastion which must be 
safeguarded. But if the do 
something for the British Mu- 
seum they have to do something 
for the rest of us." 

This was attacked last night 
by Charles Samaurez- Smith, 
director of the National Portrait 
Gallery: “Everyone in the mu- 
seum community as a whole 
must support the British Mu- 
seum", he said, in achieving an 
end to its financial problems and 
safeguarding free admission! 

Dr Borg said: “... The Gov- 
ernment appears to have shift- 
ed from ‘let’s keep museums 
free’ to let’s keep museums that 
are still free, free.’ That is un- 
fair, and a distortion. We would 
all like to be free, but those of 
us who made the derision to 
charge early on to stop stan- 
dards deteriorating should not 
be penalised. Charging was the 
lesser of two evils." 

He also condemned as “rub- 
bish" the argument by directors, 
including, Neil MacGregor, the 
National Gallery head, that 
people are more likely to drop 
in to museums and galleries reg- 
ularly when admission if free. 

Dr Borg said: “The argu- 
ment that you could no longer 
drop in for a few minutes is rub- 
bish. The V&A has an annual 
season ticket for £15. and entry 
b free after 4 JO in the afternoon 
every day.” 

A different aspect to the de- 
bate is raised today by Sir De- 
nis Mahon, who recently 
bequeathed a number of mas- 
terpieces to the National 
GaUery and other institutions on 
condition they do not bring in 
admission charges. 

He has said be will withdraw 
his pictures if the institutions 
charge. In a letter to The Inde- 
pendent , he says: “ ... I am all 
in favour of genuine partnership 
between the private sector and 
the state for the benefit of the 
public. But if ... the state falls 
short of its evident duty I shall 
feel most sadly driven to re- 
consider my own possible in- 
volvement-”- - 

Letters, page20 
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Michael Hutchence’s coffin, draped with 500 irises and a single tiger-lily, at the funeral yesterday in Sydney 


Photograph: Rex Photos 


The funeral of the singer 
Michael Hutchence took place 
yesterday in Australia, watched 
by millions of viewers who saw 
it broadcast live. The coffin was 
draped with 500 irises and a sin- 
gle tiger-lily, representing the 
singer’s 16 -month -old daughter. 
Heavenly Hiraam Tiger Lily, 
who was cradled by her moth- 
er. Paula Yates. 

Fans gathered outside Syd- 
ney’s St Andrew's Cathedral to 
pay respects. One was removed 
from the church by police after 
reportedly hying to jump from 
a balcony in an apparent sui- 
cide attempt. Mourners in- 
cluded Kylie Minogue, Tom 
Jones, Diana Ross and Nick 
Cave, who sang the song “Into 
my arms" as part of the service. 

Ms Yates did not wear the 
wedding-dress she had hoped to 
don in January for her marriage 
to Hutchence and which she had 
said she would dye black for the 
funeral. Instead she wore a 
sleeveless, knee-length white- 
fl oral-patterned black dress. 

The decision to broadcast the 

service live was criticised by 
members of Hutchence’s band, 
INXS, who said it would not 
have been what he would have 
wanted. He was found hanged 
in Sydney on Saturday in his 
suite at a hotel. He had arrived 
in Australia three days earlier 
for the start of INXS ’s 20th-an- 
niveisaiy tour. 

Ian fiuneff 


Woman to be sued for libel by jailed rapist 


A convicted rapist won 
the right to sue a woman 
for libel over a letter she 
wrote to police, which, 
he claims, cost him the 
chance of parole. 

Michael Streeter, Legal 
Affair Correspondent, 
reports on an 
extraordinary case. 

Bank clerk Lynne Griffiths 
wrote to police complaining 
about constant “harassment" 
from rapist David Daniels, who 
was serving a life sentence. She 
said the numerous letters and 
telephone calls from the pris- 


pner^ who was at Gartree 
prison, were affecting the health 
of her family. 

That letter helped keep 
Daniels behind bars, persuad- 
ing prison authorities and doc- 
tors that his claims of an 
emotional relationship with 
Mis Griffiths -who was not the 
rape victim - were invented. 
The Parole Board panel refused 
to release him. 

Now, as a result of her com- 
plaint, Mrs Griffiths is being 
forced to defend an expensive 
libel action, and already laces 
costs running into tens of thou- 
sands of pounds after she failed 
yesterday to get his action 
stopped. Legal aid is not avail- 


able and both parties are hav- 
ing to fond their own costs. 

Mis Griffiths’ solicitor, Ann 
Morgan, said her client was 
“devastated and bewildered" by 
yesterday's ruling.She now had 
to face a full trial, seeing 
Daniels in court and incurring 
more expense. “We are deter- 
mined to fight on.” said Ms 
Morgan. “The alternative is 
unthinkable — namely to lie by 
a dmittin g a relationship with the 
plaintiff which is a figment of his 
imagination.” 

Although Daniels has been 
convicted of no offence against 
Mrs Griffiths, one concern is 
that the case could dissuade vic- 
tims from approaching author- 


ities in the future if they are 
worried about the release of 
their attacker. Probation officers 
are obliged to seek the views of 
the victim before preparing pa- 
role reports. 

The Court of Appeal, over- 
turning an earlier judgement, 
ruled that Daniels’ action was 
not an abuse of process and de- 
signed solely to harass Mis 
Griffiths. 

Al the hearing, Cherie 
Booth QC, for Daniels, said her 
diem daimed Mrs Griffiths’ let- 
ter to South \feies police was 
libellous and be should have the 
chance to sue her and cross-ex- 
amine her in court. Ms Booth 
asked that the truth of his 


claims could be tested and 
“convince the prison authorities 
he is not mad". 

“He has always maintained 
there was no physical relation- 
ship but there was a strong af- 
fection between them which 
she could not acknowledge." 

Sir Brian Neill, giving judge- 
ment alongside Lord Justice 
Hirst and Lord Justice Swinton 
Thomas, said Daniels main- 
tained that the authorities treat 
him as though be had made up 
a “completely fictitious ac- 
count" of the relationship. 

“Unless he can establish the 
true position by means of these 
proceedings, be has no prospect 
of correcting this misconception 


and therefore no realistic 
prospect of obtaining paroled 

He said Daniels' action 
faced “formidable difficulties”, 
but the defendant had not 
shown it was bound to fail. 

Mrs Griffiths has said that 
Daniels , who was convicted in 
1983, had never been anything 
more than the man who served 
her while he was employed at 
a local newsagents in Swansea. 

Site wrote to police saying ’ 
she feared he would attack her 
if he was released, and in June, 
1994 the parole board turned 
down his application after he 
had served 11 years of his sen- 
tence, saying his feelings for Mrs 
Griffiths were “pathological”. 
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Parents urge girl’s 
killer to surrender 


The killer of the schoolgirl 
Kate Bushell was living in a pri- 
vate hell and should give him- 
self up, her father said 

yesterday. , . , 

Jeremy Bushell, 44, and 
Kale’s mother Suzanne, 41, ap- 
pealed for anyone shielding 
the killer to come forward and 
say where he was. “I would not 
want anyone else to suffer as we 
have suffered," said Mrs 
Bushell. 

The grieving couple spoke 
for the first time since their 14- 
year-old daughter was mur- 
dered walking a neighbour s dog 

in Exeter. Devon. 

Mr Bushell, a retired local 
government officer, found his 
daughter’s body in the comer of 
the field a few hundred yards 
away from her home on 15 No- 
vember. Her throat had been 
cut and today 120 police officers 
are stiU hunting her killer. 

Mr and Mrs Bushell gave 
their first interview- at their de- 
tached home in Burrator Dri- 
ve, Exwick. Exeter, from where 
the murder scene can be seen 
from Kate's bedroom at the rear 
of the house. The distraught 
couple were surrounded by flo- 
ral tributes and some of the 600 
cards of condolence from all 
over the country as they spoke 

todav. „ L , 

Mr Bushell said: “If anybody 


knows the killer, or thinks they 
do, there is a very, very sick per- 
son there v*o is basically Irving 

in hell, and his private hell can 
only be relieved by coming for- 
ward.” 

Mrs Bushell said if someone 
was shielding the killer, it was 
in some ways human instinct to 
protect those you love. 

But she asked them to say 
who it was adding: “I do think 
he needs help. I would not 
want anyone to suffer as we 
have suffered." Mrs Bushell 
felt Kate was “in the wrong 
place at the wrong time". 

Kate was murdered as she 
walked a Jack Russell terrier 
named Gemma for neighbours 
who were away at the time. 

“She went out as normal, we 
did not think anything of it, 
there was light," said Mrs 
Bushell adding that her daugh- 
ter took out the dog to “help the 

neighbours”. 

Her husband added: “So 
many people walk dogs up and 
down that lane. We all thought 
it was a safe place and a safe 
lane. It could have been anyone. 
I do not think Kate was specif- 
ically targeted." 

Asked whether he had heard 

any rumours that the lane was 
unsafe Mr Bushell said: “We 
were not aware of it There was 
always that sort of fear in any 


community something could 
be unsafe. We have not heard 

anything specific. 

“You cannot live your life in 

a cocoon. You have got to live 

it in the world where you are.” ■ 
Asked how they would come to 

terns with the loss of, their 
daughter. Mis Bushell said: 
“We will never forget Kate. 

She’s always going to be with ua, 

we had 14 lovdy years with her." 

And her husband added: 
“Everything you had hoped for 
fox Kate is not there. It takes 

time to come to terms with that 

I do not know how we are go- 
ing to cope. Life has to go on. 
You cannot live in the past. 

“We had such a fabulous 14 
years which have always been a 

treasure to us. 

“It would have been lovely 
if it had been a full life span." 

Spe aking of the hundreds of 
cards and letters they had re- 
ceived, Mr Bushell said: “It 
has been so much appreciated. 
The whole of the country has 
been carrying us, these expres- 
sions of love and the way peo- 
ple have reached out 

“Without that I do not know 
how we would have survived." 

The couple said they were 
setting up a memorial fund for 
Kate following questions from 
a number of people who want- 
ed to make donations. 
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Family claim. Luxor victim’s body sh^t'i^Belfest'' 
wal loo.eb before being flown hom. -»*"■ 



The body of a British 
woman who was lolled in 
the Luxor massacre was 
being flown back to 
Britain after being sent 
to Switzerland by 
mistake. Jo/o Mayes and 
Steve Crowshow heard also 
that the bodies of two 
other British victims had 
been looted. 

Urgent arrangements were be- 

1 ing made to fly the body of Joan 

Turner, 53, back to Britain so a 
1 triple funeral, originally sched- 
uled for yesterday, can take 

. place. . 

Relatives of Mrs Tomer, her 
daughter Karina, 24, and grand- 
daughter Shaunnah, five, were 
only told on Wednesday that 


here was not the body in a fu- 
neral parlour in West Yorkshire. 

It is believed that the body of a 
Swiss citizen's body was wrong- 
ly sent to this country. 

The Foreign Office has said 
the mix-up began when a mem- 
ber of British Embassy staff 
wrongly identified a Swiss na- 
tional as Mre Turner before the 
body was flown to= Britain. An 
unnamed family member then 
also wrongly identified the body 
at Heathrow Airport before a 
post-mortem exam i nation was 
carried out 

The mistake was discovered 

when staff in Zurich realised 
that one of the bodies taken 
there was not that of the Swiss 
citizen who wasTdDedwhen mil- 
itant Islamic gunmen opened 
fin: on tourists at the resort of 
Luxor, southern Egypt tailing 
68 . 


Meanwhile, the family of 
an elderly couple killed in the 
terrorist massacre said then- 

bodies were looted before they 
were sent home. 

Julia Lewis, girlfriend of the 

couple's son Paid, said the body 
of ivy Wigham, 71, came home 
without her jewellery. 

“Ivy had taken her wedding 
and engagement rings on holi- 
day with her. When her body ar- 
rived back home she only bad 
her bum-bag and sunglasses 
with her,” Ms Lewis said. “It is 

the last straw when this Kina or 

thing has happened after their 
tragic death." 

Egypt has gone one step far- 
ther in its war of words with 




An egypuau 

let, CaUto Combat Terrorism, says 
that militants are “currently en- 


]um m some WJUU \ . 

booklet calls on the international 
community “to deny such ter- 
rorists any safe haven". Howev- 
er, critics of Egypt say that its 

government has been ready to 
libel as “terrorists" those who 
are political opponents. 

President Mubarak has al- 
ready attacked Britain for its al- 
legedly soft fine on terrorism. 
Call to Combat Terrorism bsts 14 
le ading Muslim militants, most- 
ly with photographs. At least 
two of the men named are 
based in London — including 
Yasser el-Serri, who claimed this 
week that his application for 
asylum in Britain would be 
granted “very soon”. Mr d-Ser- 
ri has been sentenced to death 
in Egypt in connection with mi 
assassination attempt on the 
then Egyptian Prime Minister. 


A leading loyalist figure was crit- 
ically injured in a shooting at a 
taxicab office on the Crumlin 
road yesterday in the most se- 
rious of a series of violent inci- 
dents in north Belfast. 

The man, who has been 
named locally as Jackie Ma- 
hood, was shot several times by 
eunmen who went to an office 
on the first floor of the premis- 
es of the “Call A Cab" firm and 
singled him oul shortly after 
5pm. The gunmen entered and 
left the building by a rear door. 

Mr Mahood was rushed to 
a local hospital with wounds to 
the head and neck. Police took 
a security video away from the 
premises for examination, Ru L 
Assistant Chief Constable Bfll 
Stewart describing the shooting 
as “a senseless act". 

Responsibility for the inci- 
dent was not immediately clear. 
The office is an area which is 


easily accessible to republican 
groups, but there were also 
suspicions that the attack could 
have sprung from internal loy- 
alist feuding and unrest- 
There have recently been 
tumblings of disagreement both 
within and between the two 
main loyalist paramilitary 
groupings, the Ulster Wunteer 
Force and Ulster Defence As- 
sociation. Such discord has in - 
the past often produced erup- 
tions of violence. 

Earlier this week loyalists • 
thought to be associated with 
the UDA went on the rampage 
in the same area in response to 
the RUC’s action in arresting 
a prominent figure during a . 
murder investigation. Petrol 
bombings and hijackings took 
place during a one-hour period ^ 

in a clearly coordinated wave of 

protests. __ McK/tmck 


Radio 3 chief denies ‘dumbing down 
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Every time the BBC 
changes Radio 3 there 
are cries that the 
barbarians are at the 
gate. Pout McCann, Media 
Correspondent, hears 

the BBC say that 

easier-to-find 
programmes need not 
mean easy listening. 

The BBC denied yesterday 
1 that it was “dumbing down” 
Radio 3 when it announced a 
new schedule that puts Joan 
BakeweU, Richard Baker and 
| Peter Hobday at the heart of its 


output. Nicholas Kenyon, con- 
troller of Radio 3, said the 
changes were designed to make 

it easkr for listeners to find pro- 

e ptmme s and told his critics that 
it was “insane” for the station 
to stand still. 

Programmes will be given 
regular start times and more 
signposting so listeners can find 
what they want. There will be 
regular programmes every 
morning hosted by Bakowelk 
Baker and Hobday, and more 
specialist programmes are be- 
ing moved' to the evenings- 
Mr Kenyon denied that the 
changes were about “chasing 
□umbers" and instead said he 


wants Radio 3’s 2 5 mflUon lis- 
teners to increase the amount 
of time they spend listening- 
Baker rejoins the station af- 
ter leaving the BBCin 1995 fo 
work for Classic FM- He will 
present a daily programme, 
Sound Stories , which wffl use 
linked themes to explain the 
background to pieces of music. 
BakeweU will present a daily 

do U ArtistoftlieWH*,tbil"M 

concentrate on the work of 
one musician over five days, 
while Hobday has had his 9am 
show extended by 90 minutes. 

Responding to the Save Ra- 
dio 3 lobby group, Mr Kenyon 

said: “ft would be an insane per- 


son who did not commit them- 
selves wholeheartedly to 
change. We have to respond to 
the way people live their lives 
now. Our aim is not to in- 
crease the number of listeners 
but to increase the amount of 
listening they do.” 

Stephen Follows, chairman 
of Save Radio 3, said: “This is 
the start of a drip-drip process. 
They are playing more CD mu- 
sic and easy listening music. In 

the end you will be left with a 

Hand 24-hour drive-time sound. 
They are getting away from spe- 
cialfeed music to try to appeal 
to an idealised general audience 
that doesn’t exist.” 


Bomber wreckage found 

The wreckage of a Second World Wir German plane has been 
liscovered by water workers laying a pipe nert to a^waylme. 

Anny bomb disposal officers were called to the Middlesbrough 
iiteonWednesday night to deal with what was first believed only 
„ kf, ammunition. But further investigations today revealed it 


site on Wednesday mgm to ueai wmi ~ , - 

to be ammunition. But further investigations today . 

was part of the wreckage of a German plane - which could still 

contain the bodies of the crew. 

The site has been cleared and rail traffic was sto PP^" or , 
while as police feared there may still be live ammunition and bombs 
on board the plane. A machine gun, part of a propeller, wheels, 
part of the undercarriage and a parachute have been found. 

John Keenan, engineer in charge of the site for N-Tfec, the con- 
sultants overseeing the work, saw the debris as it was discovered. 

He said: “The fust thing we found was the ammunition but 
then it became almost like a lime capsule. The plane isn’t in one 
piece. The wreckage was charred so it must have caught fire when 
it crashed. It was just underground because it came down in sort 
clay. We knew it was German because we found a metal-plate 
with writing and a serial number on. The machine gun we found 
was in very good condition and even had a bullet still in the bar- 
rel. We also found a woollen jumper." 
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Disenchanted: Alan Homer leaving the day shift at Rossington Colliery, South Yorkshire, where he has spent nearly 25 years Photograph: Tom Riston 


‘King Coal’ attacked 
in Commons motion 


A strong personal attack 
was made on Richard 
Budge, chairman of RJB 
Mining, in two Commons 
motions last night. 

Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on a 
dramatic threat to 
‘King Coal*. 

A fully-fledged judicial tribunal 
of inquiry should be set up to 
report on the Tory privatisation 
of the coal industry, and the 
transfer of pits to RJB Mining 
at the end of 1944, Labour 
MFs led by Robert Marshall- 
Andrews, QC, urged the 
Government last night. 

It was proposed that the tri- 
bunal should be asked to in- 
vestigate the background of 
RJB directors - “in particular 
Richard Budge, in the light of 
the report by Coopers and Ly- 
brand, receivers for AF Budge, 
to the DTI in 1594, that Richard 
Budge was unfit to be con- 
cerned in the management of a 
company.” 

With Tony Blair being 
pressed by Cabinet colleagues 
to intervene on behalf of thou- 
sands of miners currently fac- 
ing another Christmas under the 
threat of redundancy, the back- 
bench attack on Mr Budge is ex- 


pected to gather support and 
momentum. 

One of two motions tabled 
last night said RJB Mining 
and/or Mr Budge had made a 
profit of £200m out of the 
mines. 

It then repeated a suggestion 
made in confidential govern- 
ment documents, that RJB 
Mining had been unable to 
reach agreement with the elec- 
tricity generators on five-year 
supply contracts - unlike other 
coal producers. 

The motion noted that RJB 
Mining was seeking a govern- 
ment subsidy of £30m while, at 
the -same time, it had found 

£5Qm to make a bid for a 24 per 
cent ■Jake in the Australian coal 
industry —-a bid that had been 
vetoed by the Australian 
government.' 

Ministers were also urged in 
the motion “to reject further ap- 
plications from RJB Mining or 
its a ssocia tes or agents for li- 
cences or permissions for open- 
easi coal mining . , and to take 

whatever steps may be necessary 

to safeguard the jobs of 9,000 
miners presently working for 
RJB Mining and/or Richard 
Budge." 

It concluded by condemning 
the last Tory government for 
putting those jobs directly at 
risk. 


As for the tribunal of inquiry 
- a judicial investigation with 
powers to compel the delivery 
of evidence, under oath — one 
Marshall-Andrews motion says 
its terms of reference should in- 
clude: 

-Whether the sale of un- 
dertakings in the industry to 
Richard Budge and/or RJB 
Mining was in accordance with 
good business practice; whether 
RJB Mining has carried out its 
business in accordance with 
good business practice and law; 
whether proper undertakings 
were sought from, or given by, 
RJB Mining , by or to the last ad- 
minis tration. in relation to clo- 
sures and redundancies within 
the industry.” 

The terms of the motion are 
dearly fuelled by an intense 
Labour anger over RJB’s ac- 
tions over recent months- and 

the threats it had made that the 

jobs of at least 5, (XX) of its 
9,000 remaining deep-pit min- 
ers are in jeopardy. 

Of the country's 25 remain- 
ing principal collieries, 18 are 
currently owned by RJB Min- 
ing - and the threat from the 
company is reaL 

Another Commons motion, 
put down on Tuesday, con- 
demns the iinniinent closure by 
RJB Mining of Asfordby mine 
in Leicestershire. 


Labour's new intake 
confronted by a 
gritty old problem 


! > 



With the threat of 
closure hanging over half 
the coal industry, new 
Labour is facing an old 
Labour problem. Barrie 
Clement, Labour Editor, 
visits Rossington 
Colliery, in South 
Yorkshire. 

Caroline Flint, one of the new 
Blairile parliamentary intake, 
was felt to be a touch out of 
place when she visited a colliery 
in her Yorkshire constituency. 

“We didn't expect her to 
know everything about raining 
technology, but she didn't have 
a due. She expected us to be us- 
ing picks and shovels. I believe 
she was not selected by people 
in this area. She was imposed 
on us,” said Alan Homer, 61, a 
Labour supporter and a face- 
worker who has spent nearly 25 
years at Rossington Colliery, 
near Doncaster. 

Ms Flint, a telegenic former 
local government officer from 
London, is among a group of 
new Labour MPs confronted 
with an old Labour problem. 

Rossington is one of the 
collieries owned by RJB Min- 
ing in imminent danger of clo- 
sure as power-stations 
increasingly rely on gas. The 
pit's village was built largely on 
coal and there would be little 
else for men to do if tie mine 
dosed.' 

One 39 -year-old under- 
ground worker reckoned that 
the only major enterprise now 
taking on labour was a chicken- 
gutting factory in Scunthorpe 20 


miles away. “Or 1 could go 
shelf stacking like our lass.” 

Two women’s wear factories 
and some light industry in Ross- 
ington would be unable to cope 
with 330 redundant pitmen 
from the local colliery. 

Many of the miners instinc- 
tively feel that the Govern- 
ment is in the process of 
betraying them. “They all said 



Flint, Don Valley MP: Cam- 
paigning for more coal use 


a lot in opposition about a bal- 
anced energy policy, now they 
are hiding their voices in their 
beards - I’m talking about 
Robin Cook,” Mr Homer said 

According to some industry 
observers - and despite signif- 
icant reserves - Rossington 
could be a serious candidate for 
dosure. British Coal dosed the 
pit in 1993, but it returned to 
production in 1994 when RJB 
Mining leased it from the state 
and spent more than £17m on 
new machinery. 

Ken Ashton, a shift manag- 
er who has worked for 33 years 
at the pit, said Rossington min- 


ers had done everything possi- 
ble to make the colliery prof- 
itable. “These men were 
hand-picked, you won’t get bet- 
ter. We have cut ourselves to the 
bone and turned the industry 
upside down. We just want a fair 
crack of the whip. 1 can’t believe 
the way a Labour government 
is treating us. They seem to 
think because it is a private com- 
pany, we are out of their hair." 

Caroline Flint concedes that 
she has no detailed knowledge 
of coalmining and refers tech- 
nical questions to her colleague 
Kevin Barron, MP for Rother 
Valley, who has extensive ex- 
perience in the industry. 

She poults out that her con- 
stituency has a wide range of in- 
dustries of which the single 
colliery is apart. She argues that 
many erf the problems stem from 
the Tory legacy, but says that an 
all-party group of MPS were do- 
ing their best to ensure there was 
a continuing demand for coaL 

She said that the MPs were 
attempting to put pressure on 
the Government to develop a 
balanced energy policy with 
coal playing a strong part, as 
well as gas. Ministers were be- 
ing prevailed upon to re invig- 
orate their campaign against 
subsidies to the industry in 
Germany and Spain. In the 
short-term - closures could be- 
gin before Christmas - she be- 
lieved that there was scope for 
- persuading power generators to 
use more coal. 

If the initiative. by Ms Flint 
and her colleagues is unsuc- 
cessful, Rossington, an area of 
high unemployment, will be- 
come an area of even higher 
unemployment. 


Blair reveals request to 
‘hail out’ industry 


: told a private meet- 
jour’s national exec- 
niuce on Wednesday 
d been asked to save 
idustry- 

ig to a point made by 
kinner about looe- 



wiiii suiuc exasperation: “AU 

these demands. Now I hav 
been asked to bail out the coal 

mt ^npublit as John Battle, the 
beleaguered energy minister, 
tokl tite Commons on Wednes- 
day morning, there is very - 
tie the Government can do in 
the face of the intransigence Of 
Richard .Budge, chairman ot 
RJB Mining. Behind the scenes. 


however, it is known that John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, and other colleagues 
are fighting a desperate rear- 
guard action to help save min- 
ers’ jobs. 

The dilemma faced by min- 
isters was underlined during 
question time in the Lords yes- 
terday. Lord Ezra, a former Na- 
tional Coal .Board chairman, 
ui^ed action in the face of “per- 
cent reports that up to eight of 

the remaining 24 deep mines in 
this country [are] likely to be 
closed m the next few months, 
lading to 5,000 redundancies” . 

Lord Clinton-Davis, a trade 
and industry minister, said that, 
.since coal privatisation, the 
scope for Government inter- 


vention wasvery limited indeed. 
He said that Mr Battle had al- 
ready challenged unfair subsi- 
dies in Europe, reviewed coal 
prices, challenged gas contracts 
and ensured unfairly-supported 
French nuclear power did not 
have an unfair advantage. 

“I am aware of the difficul- 
ties faring the industry," Lord 
Clinton-Davis said, “but I have 
to say. the main company con- 
cerned is, of course, the one that 
has to sort out these problems”. 

One alternative option 
raised by Mr Skinner in the 
Commons last week was for the 
industry to be renationalised. 
But there are few Labour MPs 
who believe that is possible. 

— Anthony Bevins 
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Only one PC can say yes to all these six vital 

questions. The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC. 

It’s got all the advanced computing power of 
the latest Pentium*!! Processor to provide 
unrivalled speed and performance. 

While multimedia looks and sounds better 
than ever before, especially when you use the 
Intel Create and Share camera package to 
create snapshots and videos to add to your 
documents or send by email to your friends 

and family. 

In addition, like all other Packard Bell 
computers, the Pulsar 24 comes with £1000 of 
free top software, all pre-loaded and ready to 
use, together with everything you need to surf 
the Net straight away.* 


While the Packard Bell Personal Assistant 
Pack makes using the Pulsar 24 child's play. 

All of which makes it the ideal PC if you 
demand high performance and low prices. 
That's why you should see it at PC 

World, Dixons and Currys today. 

We think you'll agree that no other PC 

comes close to matching it. 

The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC: 

. Pentium*ll Processor 233 MHz 
. 32 Mb SDRAM • 4.3 Gb Ultra DMA HDD 
. 4 Mb PCI graphics • x24 speed CD-ROM 
. 56K modem with US Robotics x2 technology 
. 15” monitor • Intel Create and Share 
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Stag ban is lifted but Whitehall fights over bones of a Bill 


The Government will 
raise hopes of a ban on 
foxhunting being 
imposed before the next 
election, even If the 
private member's Bill in 
the Commons today is 
eventually killed. But Cofin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says hunt 
supporters were given a 
boost yesterday by the 
Forestry Commission. 

On the eve of today’s Commons 
vote on a bill to ban bunting 
with bounds, bunt supporters 
claimed a victory after a tacti- 
cal retreat by the Forestry Com- 
mission to lift a ban on slag 
bunting by tbe Quaotock Hunt 
on its land for the rest of this 
season. 

The Commission’s decision 
came after farmers shot 36 
stags in protest at the ban on the 
Quantock Hunt and assembled 
them for a photograph of ihc 
mass slaughter, which appeared 
on the front page of The Inde- 
pendent on Tbesday. “This gives 
us a breathing space to Gght for 
the ban to be lifted next season," 
said a hunt supporter. 

But the Forestry Commis- 
sion yesterday said it would not 
allow any bunting of deer on its 
land anywhere else, and that the 
Quantock Hunt would not be al- 
lowed a licence next season. The 
bunt, in Somerset, is only being 
given extra time to allow alter- 
native ways of controlling deer 
numbers to be organised. 

Campaigners for a ban on all 
hunting with hounds will be in 
full cry today in the vote on 
hunting. They are expecting a 
massive majority at around 
330pm with most Labour MPs 


staying in Westminster to vote 
for the Bill, instead of going off 
to their constituencies for the 
weekend. 

Michael Heseltine, the for- 
mer deputy prime minis ter, will 
lead the charge against the BOl, 
and hs opponents are confident 
of strangling the BiD in Parlia- 
mentary barbed wire during its 
committee stage. It will only 
take a handful of committed 
“saboteurs” to kill the BlU in lat- 
er stages because of the lack of 
time. 

But George Howarth, the 
Home Office minister, will give 
a clear signal that the Govern- 
ment is prepared to give the 
supporters of a ban a second 
chance, by allowing a forth- 
coming low and order Bill to be 
amended to include a ban on 
foxhunting, if the private mem- 
ber’s Bill by Labour MP 
Michael Foster fails. That 
would ensure a ban had time to 
reach the Statute Book before 
the election. “Tbe Govern- 
ment's line is that if the private 
member's Bill fails to complete 
its passage, it would be open to 
members to move amendments 
should a suitable vehicle occur 
in future sessions of Parlia- 
ment," said a Whitehall source. 

Ministers arc keen to avoid 
further charges against Tony 
Blair for an alleged breach of 
faith over Labour’s commit- 
ment to ensure a free vote on 
banning foxhunting. 

Supporters of the BiU have 
put on unofficial whips for each 
region to ensure the highest pos- 
sible turnout by Labour MPs to 
vote for the Bill's second read- 
ing. One of the unofficial whips 
told The Independent last night: 
•There is going to be a massive 
turnout We are expecting a full 
house and a big majority in 
favour of the BilL” 


Rallies and polls 
cheer both sides 


Supporters and opponents of 
Midiael Foster’s BiU to ban fax 
bunting were last night bracing 
themselves for the climax of 
months of hard-fought 
campaigning. 

Representatives from both 
camps - the Campaign for the 
Protection of Hunted Animals 
and the Countryside Alliance - 
spent the last night before the 
crucial Commons debate hold- 
ing 24-hour vigils in Westminster. 
Both sides were buoyed by the 
results of various polls, phone- 
ins and surveys which have sur- 
faced in tbe past few days. 

The anti-hunting lobby 
trumpeted the results of a new 
Mori poll showing that 54 per 
cent of adults in Henley-on- 
Thames wanted their local MP, 
Michael Heseltine, to support 
Mr Foster's Bill. Sixty-four per 
cent of the 500 adults surveyed 
said they did not believe that fox 
hunting was an important part 
of the British way of life and 76 
per cent thought hunters should 
take part in drag hunting. 

• Meanwhile, tbe pro-hunting 
lobby was celebrating the vol- 
ume of callers who had ex- 
pressed their opposition to the 
Bffl after a live television debate 
on hunting earlier this week. Of 
the 1 million people who 
phoned ITV, 55 per cent voted 
in favour of a ban and 45 per 
cent against. 

Sam Butler, who helped or- 
ganise last July's Countryside 
Rally in Hyde Park, said: That 
is a very, very significant mi- 


nority. After Mr Raster has 
been on the road for three 
months with a campaign bus 
and the IFOR, RSPCA and 
League Against Cruel Sports 
have spent significant amounts 
of money- reported to be £5m, 
but now denied - the swing from 
a Weak 73 per cent in favour of 
a ban to 55 per cent is an indi- 
cation of country feeling and a 
very significant one." 

Earlier, more than 3,000 
countryside campaigners joined 
500 horses and riders at a rally 
at a disused aerodrome near 
Melton Mowbray in Lefoester- 
• shire. They heard speeches, in- 
cluding one from local Tbry MP 
and close aide of William 
Hague, Alan Duncan, and 
watched a parade oflocal hunts. 

Rad Thomas, joint master of 
the Quom Hunt, urged the 
public to think carefully about 
the issues. “People have turned 
out in strength today because 
they are desperately worried that 
this BiU is attempting to make 
us criminals,” he said- “They 
know in their heart of hearts that 
the loser, if the Bill becomes law, 
will be the fox and the country- 
side and a way of life.” : 

Roderick Duncan, of the 
Union of Country Sports Work- 
ers, said many country people 
feared for their livelihoods if the : 
Bill becomes law. “A lot of 
people are going to lose their ; 
jobs and many also live in tied 
accommodation so they could , 
lose their homes as welL* 

— Clare Gamer 1 
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Canine protest: Foxhounds outside the House of Commons yesterday, as part of a demonstration against a private member^ Bill to ban hunting with hounds Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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Hun Sen’s foe 
returns home 

Cambodia’s former finance 
minister Sam Rainsy, who along 
with the deposed Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh beads the 
country's opposition, returned 
home yesterday, calling for 
peace and compromise. 

Sam Rainsy left Cambodia 
several weeks before the pow- 
erful Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen toppled his foimer 

coalition partner Rana fJ*5 l ® 
early July. He was mobbed by 
supporters when he arrived at 
Phnom Penh airport Sam Rain- 
sy is the most prominent op- 
position politician to return 
since Hun Sen’s takeover 

— Reuters, Phnom Penh 

N Korea lured 
to peace talks 


Amnesia strikes witnesses 
at Winnie death hearings 


South Korea's Foreign Ministry 
said the main aim of Washing- 
ton talks between North Korea 

and the United States were to 

cet the North to attend four- 

party peace talks in Geneva. 

The US State Department 

said on Wednesday that tails 
between North Koreau and 
American officials “were held 
in a businesslike manner- 
North and South Korea, the 
United States and China last 
week agreed to begin peace 

talks on 9 December. 

— Reuters. Seoul 


Archbishop TUtu has taken a 
tough line with some witnesses at 
the Johannesburg hearings into 
Winnie Mandela’s alleged 
atrocities. But Mary Braid says he 
failed yesterday to press top ANC 
officials in the same way to reveal 
all they know. 


The archbishop Tebuked a lawyer at the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
hearings for pressing Nthato Motlana, 
Mrs Mandela’s former doctor and now one 
of South Africa’s leading businessmen, 
about his poor memory of the 1989 kid- 
napping of the teenage activist Stompus 
Seipei Moeketsi and three older youths. 

Dr Motiana, called in by a desperate 
community to persuade Mrs Mandela to 
release the youths, said he could not re- 
member the conversation he later had with 

Although there had been panic about 
the youngsters’ safely, he claimed be had 
not asked to see them. . 

Neither did he remember them having 
any injuries when the three youths - mmus 
Stompie, who was later found with his throat 
slit -were finally handed over to him after 
days of beatings. 

Tony Richard, the lawyer representing 
Gerry Richardson, the coach of the Man- 
dela United Football Cub. who was jailed 
for Stompie’s murder, requested it be 
recorded that a senior ANC MR Aubrey 
Mokoena. was “an evasive and obstructive 



Mokoena: ANC MP was called an 
'evasive and obstructive witness’ 


witness”. Mr Mokoena was a former mem- 
ber of the Mandela Crisis Committee, which 
had tried to negotiate the release of the 

y ° There were sniggers in the hall when Mr 

Mokoena suggested that Mrs Mandela 
might not have been aware of the ennu- 
nalbehavioor of the football chib, which 
had terrorised Soweto. “She was overcome 
by altruism,’’ he said. “She couldn t seethe 
danger that was hiding behind that which 
she was trying to protect’’ 

Mr Mokoena appeared to have forgot- 
ten the resolutions passed by the Crisis 


Committee after the kidnapping of Stom- 
pie. They instructed organisations to refuse 

Mis Mandela a platfoim and warned her 
to dismantle the chib “lest the communi- 
ty dismantle the dub for her. 

What prevented some witnesses from 
telling all was a matter for speculation. 

Some betieve it is fear of Mre Mandela, who, 

if she becomes ANC deputy president next 
month, will wield enormous power. 

Others said ANC members were trying 
to play down the fact that damage limita- 
tion had been their prime <? Qce ™ ^ 

Stompie’sabductioreFfctbapsrtw^ji^oW- 

feshioned ANC solidarity, a hard habitto 
break even when your comrade has been 
implicated in at least six murders and many 

more assaults. , . 

The ANC's rather shameful day was 
brought to a dramatic dose when Azhax 
Cachalia, former leading light m the lib- 
eration movement, took Mr Mandela 

strongly urged the commission to 
recommend that charges be brought against 
her. The hall burst into applause. 

The pressure is piling up on the “Moth- 
er of the Nation". Yesterday questions from 
the lawyer for the family of Dr Abu-Bak- 
er Asvat, who was murdered after exam- 
ining Stompie’s body, suggested that the 

murder case may be reopened. 

TWo men were jailed for the doctor s 
y-ntiwg They claimed their motive was rob- 
bery. but Mr Mandela has been linked to 

the murder of a man who many people be- 
lieve knew too much. 

Now, the killers maybe about to change 

their story. 




Mugabe Uses Saddam keep. UN guessing 
Iwhite farms over access to palaces 


Around 20 newtevab,twhJrina 

T l ItlViriCn If merfevdcaBJJas.Mwar®^ 03 

S3 r"=- 

e14. 







gann.UK-"”- 

and dub stars. 




FIFA ROAD TO WORLD C UP 98 

Join T72 teams "m competingto be /— 
involved in next yearis wodd CJ/P 
finals. This game otffises ttte latest 
graphs and player control 
technology to Dixons Deal 

ensure this is 
the soccer 

game° f 

the year, f 





flWWipeonw-" 

RanaUt answer* 


grand theft auto 


Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe has vowed to pres 

I ahead with a controversial land 

1 reform plan which he believes 
is crucial for social justice. The 
government will today publish 
a list of 1,503 farms which it has 
earmarked for compulsory pur- 
chase from while commercial 
farmers to resettle landless 
peasants. Mr Mugabe has said . 
he would pursue the pro- 
I gramme even after Britain s 

refusal to fund it- 

Although Mr Mugabe hmted 
be might be able to modify the 
i plan, political analysts said be 
seemed determined to put up a 
show and to boost his populan- 

* "ctewr^Sve warned that 

a quick and massive change m 
land ownership would severely - 

foci agricultural output, wtueft 
contributes 40 per cent ofZim- 

babwe’s export receipts and W 

per cent of inputs to to manu- 
facturing sector. Mr Mugabe 

has not said when lie would take 

control of the farms. But m Oc- 
tober he said this would happen 
“in the year of our Lord l w/ . 


Iraq continued its dance of un- 
predictability yesterday, refus- 
ing access to Saddam Hussein s 
palaces less than 24 hours after 
appearing to suggest that UN 
inspectors would be allowed in. 

The Iraqi Foreign Minister. 
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf, 
said the invitation was intended 
for international experts and 
diplomats, not UN inspectors. 

In New York, it was an- 
nounced that Iraq would not re- 
new a deal on food-for-oil 
unless its grievances about the 
existing contract were met. 

Mr al-Sahhaf said the invi- 
tation was “an Iraqi suggestion 
to have full and complete trans- 
parency with the world", in or- 
der to disprove a “wave of false 
allegations and lies" about Iraq's 
possession of banned weapons. 

Before Iraq rejected the de- 
mands of the UN inspectors to 
gain access to President Sad- 
dam’s 78 palaces, there had 
been a cautious welcome in 
Washington for the apparent 
olive branch that was offered on 
Wednesday night, when Iraq in- 
vited “representatives from all 


the countries represented in the 
UN Special Commission" to 
stay in the palaces “for a week 
or more”. 

Yesterday, however, Bin 
Clinton and the US leadership 
were branded as liars. Babel 
newspaper said: “The American 
Secretary of Defense William 
Cohen is not different from his 
president or the current US Sec- 
retary of State... They are all 
liars." Iraq’s parliament called 
for UN sanctions to be lifted in 
six months. Saadoun Hammadi. 
parliamentary speaker, said Iraq 
had met all its obligations un- 
der UN Security Conned reso- 
lutions. and insisted that “there 
are no banned weapons in Iraq". 

In Moscow, a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman said Iraq was 
laking a “constructive ap- 
proach" to reducing .tensions 
with the UN. The Communist 
Party leader, Gennady 
Zyuganov, said the Russian par- 
liament and the Russian people 
would “continue to work for the 
lifting of the unfair embargo on 
the friendly Iraqi people". 

— Steve Crawshaw 


Families demand parole for 
jailed Chinese dissidents 
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Two weeks after China freed 
Wei Jingsheng, its best known 
dissident, and forced him into 
exile in the United Slates, 
families or supporters of 
several political prisoners who 
remain behind bars have 
demanded medical parole 
for them. 

The most prominent pro- 
democracy activist still in jail in 
China, W^ng Dan, 28, is the 
most likely candidate for an- 
other parole and exile, as the re- 
lease of a high-profile name 
would most benefit China in its 
dealing with the US. 

Mr Wing's mother, Wang 
Uogyun, said the family would 
renew an earlier appeal for 
medical parole “before the end 

of the year". 

For several months the fam- 
ily has said Mr Wang’s health 
has sharply deteriorated in jail. 

“It’s been half a year, they 
still have not said yes or no lo 
our request for medical 
parole,” she said. Mr Wang, a 
student leader in 19S9, was 
last year jailed for 11 ycare 
for subversion. He had 
previously served a four-year 
term. 



Wang Dan: Health has 
deteriorated sharply 

Many other dissidents, 
whose names are unknown in 
die West, are languishing in jails 
and labour camps. The parents 
of Sun Liyong wrote lo the Jus- 
tice Minister this week, after 
doctors recently found their 
son had tuberculosis after serv- 
ing all but six months of a 
seven-year sentence. 

Mr Sun's crime was Lo print 
a publication demanding the re- 
lease of those jailed after the 
1989 pro-democracy process. 
“I’m worried he’ll die in prison," 
Mr Sun’s mother. Hu Xueling, 


told Reuters news agency by 
telephone. 

Mr Sun. like Mr Wei. has 
been beaten in jail by other in- 
mates. who receive rewards for 
such attacks. Amnesty In- 
ternational has appealed for the 
release of 39 -year-old Chen 
Longde who was sent to a 
labour camp last year for writ- 
ing a letter to parliament call- 
ing for the release of Mr Wei. 

In August 19% he jumped from 
a window to escape beatings and 
is still on crutches. 

The wife of the veteran 
activist, Liu Jingsheng, who 
was jailed in 1995 for 15 yeans 
for subversion, has also sought 
medical parole for her 
husband. 

Meanwhile, in the US, Mr 
Wei is getting used to being a 
free man again, and bas been 
deciding between job offers 
which would have been utter 
fantasy just two weeks ago. 

Yesterday he accepted an ap- 
pointment as a visiting scholar 
at Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public 
Affaire, where he will deliver lec- 
tures and workshops. 

— Teresa Poofe, Peking 
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Adverts tempt and 
taunt old comrades 


Seventy years ago this 
month, Lenin banned 
commercial advertising 
in Russia In favour of 
state propaganda. Now 
if s back with a 
vengeance, writes Phil 
Reeves in Moscow; but to 
mixed reviews. 


Not long ago, the Moscow- 
based newspaper Kommersant 
came up with what it hoped was 
a good wheeze. Keen to boost 
its modest sales, it bought some 
billboards and plastered them 
with eye-catching slogans print- 
ed in big, black letters. “Who’s 
the boss here?” asked one. 
“What’s going on?" said an- 
other. “How will it ail end?” 
asked a third. “What about the 
money?" The questions stood 
without explanation; nowhere 
was the newspaper mentioned. 

To Western eyes, it was an 
orthodox marketing srunL But 
in Russia, consumerism is 
young and the social order frag- 
ile; complaints flooded in. They 
were subversive, said bureau- 
crats; it was an attempt to stir 
up revolutionary sentiments. 
In the Siberian city of Novosi- 
birsk, officials ordered them to 
be tom down. In Kazan, the 
government blamed opposition 
parties and tried to close them. 

In Moscow, transport offi- 
cials complained the slogans 
were too political to be placed 
on trolley buses. “This reflects 
the mentality of the authorities." 
said Ruslam Arifdyanov, from 
Kommersant. “A few simple 
words like ‘Who’s the boss?’ 
were seen as mutinous.” 

Since the collapse of the So- 
viet Union, the advertising busi- 
ness has exploded in Russia. It 
is now turning over about 
$1.2bn - a figure which indus- 
try insiders expect to grow five- 
fold within the next six years. 
Already there are 969 registered 
advertising companies. Yet Rus- 
sians frequently regard the phe- 
nomenon with hostility. 
Resentment has swelled among 
the poor and elderly who dislike 
living among brash reminders of 
products they cannot afford. 
They complain that advertise- 
ments are loo explicit, particu- 
larly television commercials for 
tampons. When Mr Yeltsin 
launched a new national chan- 
nel called Culture TV. it boast- 
ed that it was slate-funded and 
advertising-free (so far). 

Part of the problem is de- 
mographic. As elderly Russ i a ns 
have less spending power than 


their Western counterparts, ad- 
vertisers target the young, 
churning out hip and sometimes 
raunchy ads in which scantily 
clad women regularly appear. 
Conservatives in the Orthodox 
Church have begun co-ordi- 
nating efforts to pass restrictive 
laws through parliament. It is 
“the propaganda of evil", says 
Yevgeny Nikiforov, from 
Radonyezh, a religious radio 
station and newspaper. “In a le- 
gal slate people should be free 
not to be insulted and pervert- 
ed by others." 

The revival of advertising, 
which first came to Moscow in 
the 1870s, has come as a shock. 
In Soviet times, Russians were 
starved of even basic informa- 
tion about consumer produce. 
Finding out what was on sale, 
and where, required access to 
the grapevine and a readiness to 
stand in queues for hours. Peo- 
ple would frequently join a line 
without knowing what it was for, 
on the off-chance that the boots, 
or coats, or hats at the end of it 
would prove a good investment 

The small amount of Soviet 
advertising was about as subtle 
and convincing as the Com- 
munist slogans plastered in and 
outside every school and factory 
(which urged people to produce 
rather than consume). In a so- 
ciety without choice, these of- 
ten seemed absurd. Russians 
would joke about the ubiquitous 
“Fly Aeroflot” signs. What oth- 
er airlines could they fly? 

Since then, the industry has 
become immeasurably more 
sophisticated. “What we are 
witnessing is the birth of a new 
society, a society of consumers," 
said Sergei Lisovsky, 38, head 
of the Premiere SV advertising 
corporation, as he sat in his of- 
fice, surrounded by the trophies 
of wealth - sculptures, model 
galleons, a magnum of cham- 
pagne. 

His company, which handles 
- more that half of Russia’s tele- 
vision advertising, played a piv- 
otal role in selling Boris Yeltsin 
before last year's elections, 
turning dismal ratings into vic- 
tory by commandeering the 
airwaves and bombarding the 
electorate with commercials. 
It made the president into a 
milestone in advertising history 
in his own right: he is the first 
Russian leader who owes his 
place in the Kremlin in large 
part to marketing techniques. 

Evidence of Mr Lisovsky’s 
social revolution is abundant, at 
least in Moscow. The centre is 
awash with billboards advertis- 
ing imported cars, cosmetics, 
electronics, cigarettes, drinks 
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and the other low-cost products 
that occupy the vanguard in 
Russia's faltering march to- 
wards a consumer society. 

Amid all the squabbling over 
Russia's ads, there are glimpses 
of humanity, lake the scores of 
bill boards in Moscow which 
show a beautiful woman in 
black and white, but for bar eyes, 
which arc green. Underneath 
are simply the words “I love 
you". The posters were the 
work of the woman's husband, 
Alexander Sharapov. The fact 
that be has a shoe business, and 
his wife is an ex-model, led to 
atsjxcions about his motives. But 
he insists that they were ro- 
mantic “Ads urge you to buy. I 
wanted something to make peo- 
ple relax. I wanted to share my 
feeling but without identifying 
myself." Lenin - a fierce prude 
- would not have approved. 



Buy, buy: Advertising ts seen in Russia, as both the ‘propaganda of evil* and the “birth of a new society’ 


Photograph: David Kampfner/lmpact 
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Whitehall computers not ready for m,,,e " nl1 ”" 

_ _ * r^Tnpnf'f! own computing even departments* own outer specialists." 'Tb* ^2San«- 




Tax and benefit systems could 
crash and hospital life support 
machines fail because of a 
millennium computer bug for 
which at least a fifth of 

government departments are ill- 
prepared, it emerged yesterday. 
But the Cabinet minister 
responsible said everything was 
under control. Fran Abrams and 
Anthony Bevins examine the 
evidence. 



j pg year zuuu comparer ranine u« auppcu 
ty five nsutte in the past year- and still many 
departments will be unable to meet it 
Where October 1998 was once set as the 
final Hate , now March 1999 is thought soon 
enough. Yesterday, MPS were told that only 
four out of five government departments 

would be ready even by then - but that work 

was “in hand" and would be done on time. 

The problem has arisen because com- 
puters’ internal docks often record the date 
as just two digits - 97, for example - and 
so will dick on to “00” at the millennium 
as if time bad just gone backwards. 


The Government's own computing 
agency has warned that failure will begjn 
in 1999 if everything is not in place by the 
end of 1998. But David Clark, the Chan- 
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, was not 

“We have established the measure of the 
problem and set in band plans which are 
realistic and achievable," he told MPs yes- 
nc rniViiifthed each deoartmenrs 



plan to De reaoy iui j 

March 1999; three out of five by Decem- 
ber 1998. 


r 1998. t 

But submissions to Mr dark show that 


even departments’ own deadlines are al' 

-ssssasssK' 

erevftich were originally to tewbean iready 
by January 1998 will now not be ready un- 
til March 1999. 

Mr Clark saidyesterday that he was con- 
fident enough skilled labour 
to do the necessary work. But m its report, 
the Ministry of Defence said: Some fac- 
tors may be beyond the control of systems 


managers 
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Spinning away: the 
man with no name 


Alas Lair Campbell, the Prime 
Minister’s chief P 1 *® 
tary, went on the record for the 
first time yesterday to launch re- 
forms of the Whitehall press 
briefing machine, but an- 
nounced that he would be re- 
maining anonymous. 

The Mountfield Report, 
which has been accepted by the 
Prime Minister, says that no 

names of officials should be re- 
ported. The Government wants 

Mr Campbell to be referred to 
as “the Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman". 

Other Downing Street press 
spokesmen should be referred 
t o as “an official Downing 
Street source", said the report. 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman said it would not be 
like the White House where 
briefings were televised- “It 
would be wrong to blow up an 
unelected official as a figure ... 


who -I am is less important than 
the fact that I am the 


me 

spokesman of. the Prime 
Minister," he said. 


He took the precaution of 
tur ning up to brief lobby jour- 
nalists with a tape recorder and 
a microphone for the first ome. 

A senior Guardian journalist, on 
seeing the microphone, said: I 
don’t broadcast except for mon- 
ey.” A BBC correspondent 
asked: "does this mean you wfll 
never again say ‘bollocks’? 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman replied that all his 
comments would be on the 
record apart from occasional 
expletives. . . 

The changes are being in- 
troduced to avoid a repeat of the 

confusion over “spin doctor" 
briefing about policy on 
Britain's entry to the single 

currency. ^ _ 

— Colin Brown 
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More than 80 Labour 
MPs have signed a 
private protest about the 
conduct of Diane Abbott 
and Ken Livingstone. 

With 100 MPs opposing 
the lone-parent child 
benefit cut in a 
confidential letter, 

Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, looks at Labour's 
‘new protest 1 . 

The Prime Minister and Labour 
Party managers have decided to 
take no further action against 
Diane Abbott and Ken Living- 
stone for their public protest 


over the party’s acceptance of 
a £lm donation from Formula 
One’s Benue Ecclestone. 

Following criticism by Tony 
Blair’s Labour national execu- 
tive of the two MPs for broad- 
casting their protest, tire issue 
was again raised at a Wednes- 
day evening meeting of the 
parliamentary committee when 

it was revealed that 84 MPs had 

signed a protest letter about 
their colleagues’ behaviour. 

Led by Phyllis Starkey, the 
new MP for Milton Keynes 
South West, the letter con- 
demned the dissident MPs' con- 
duct as “destTUCtive", and alleged 

that they had “impugned minis- 
ters’ motives" in defending ac- 


ceptance of the donation. They 
said Ms Abbott and Mr living- 

stone’s criticism had been “par- 
• «■ ■ itnrpn tVlflt 



itconuauBacuiw . 

of the leadership stance at apn- 
vaie meeting of the Parliamen- 
tary Labour Party from which the 
two dissidents were absent. 

One Labour MP who has 
seen the Starkey letter said last 
night that it had been signed] 
the “Step ford Wives and Mill- 
bank Men"; MPs who, alleged- 
jy slavishly follow the lcadcisnip 

£ all things- “I bold no brief for 

Abbott and Livingstone," the 
MP said, “but this letter can only 
be interpreted as an invitation to 
chuck them out of the Parlia- 


mentary Labour Party. As such, 
it is an insult to parliamentary 
democracy and the rights ot 
MPs to exercise conscience on 
matters of public importance. 

It is understood that other 
(legible) signatories include 
Melanie Johnson, Welwyn Hat- 
field; Christine McCafferty, 
Calder Valley, Valerie Davey, 
Bristol West; Betty Williams, 
Conwy, Andrew Dismore, Hen- 
don; and Syd Rapson, 
Portsmouth North. 

R)Hawing whips' pressure on 
Labour MPS to pull their names 
off a public Commons motion 
that criticises Government 
plans to cut lone-parent ebu 
benefit, it was revealed yester- 


day that 100 MPs had signed a 
more discreet protest letter, 
allegedly organised by Chns 
Muffin, MP for Sunderland 
South, to Gordon Brown, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

However, the fact that the 
MPs have been unwilling to 
make a public stand suggests 
that they are very unlikely to 
press their hostility to a vote 
against the Government. 

The original Commons mo- 
tion, sponsored by Audrey Wise, 
Labour MP for Preston, was 
sig ned by another 18 MPs on 
Wednesday, but only half of 
them were Labour and yei an- 
other Labour MP, Midlothian’s 
Eric Garke. removed his name. 
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from education to Welsh lan 
ouage policy. It will not have pri- 
mary legislative powers and one 
of its priorities will be to reform 
Vfeles’ multitude of quangos. 

Mr Davies said the assembly 
would be modern, forward- 

looking and an institution with 

which people would feel coro- 

f0r *The National Assembly for 
Whies will be based on modern 
working and political practices. 
1 hope to see political parties 
working together in a positive 
way which wfll allow individu- 
als to have their voices heard, 
he said. —Tony Heath 



Mayors for 
English cities 


stone for their public protest ten' motives’ te detenorag 

Commons reports attack jowell over tobacco sponsorship 

1 1 ■ „ rh -.Ak ted bv "deserves closer examination . 

. -44 — ;„ht to the motor racing chiefs, lea ry ^ MiniiAcr ^ offia 

Benue Ecclestone, that the 


Anderson 


“FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0800 99 33 XX, 


^iTtatai^Bo" abort the CharHyCart 

Mr/Mrs/Ms .initials.-.-: ^ 

Surname - 5 

Address I 

Pteas* send USB completed coupon to: 

CharityCard, PO Box 1025, 


a ===== ■ Te,No ~ 


Labour MPS last night launched 
a withering assault on the Gov- 
ernment's case for seeing a 
permanent exemption i<wj° r " 
mula One motor racing from a 
1 ban on tobacco sponsorship. 

Two cross-party committees, 

both chaired by senior labour 
MPs, delivered reports under- 
mining the defence of gewero- 
ment policy by Tessa Jowell, Lhe 

public heahfa minister, who is Are 

to fight Britain’s case m the Eu- 
ropean Union council next week. 
One committee challenged 


the Government's central claim 
that it was exempting motor rac- 
ing because it would lead to the 
loss of 50,000 jobs in Britain. 
Both reports said all sports 
should be equally treated- 
The decision to rush out tne 
reports will be seen as an at- 
tempt to force the Government 
into a U-turn over its pduyat 
the EU council in Brussels. Tne 

Independent understands that 
lhe Government is preparing a 
fall-back position to exempt 
Formula One for 10 years, but 


the reports will add weight to 

EU demands for a compro- 
mise which wfll suit aU sports. 

■Within 24 hours of taking ev- 
idence from Ms Jowell, the 
Commons Select Committee 
on Health said: “We believe 
Formula One should be placed 
under the same pressure as 
other sports to seek alternative 
sponsorship.” But a more 
damning verdict was delivered 
by the cross-party select com- 
mittee on European legisla- 
tion, which said the claims by 


deserves closer examination" 

The Prime Minister's office 

^TlS^icnSed to said last night that the Gov- 
sport would rctowu; neeae cmmcnt ^ engagcd in nego- 

'*7ZSi '? the uationsaboutthcEUdirectwe, 

and said other countries fauna 
difficulties in accepting the EU 
proposals as currently drafted. 

However, Ms Jowell has 
made it dear she wants to se- 
cure an agreement, and to avoid 
Britain being part of a blocking 
minority, raising expectations of 
a last-minute compromise. 

— Colin Brown 


Coming a day after the 
Labour Party repaid a £lm do- 
nation to Mr Ecdestone, the re- 
port raises questions about why 
the Prime Minister found the in- 
dustry's arguments so convincing. 
The committee said: “Why 
should Formula One be singled 
out for an exemption ...? It said 
the proposal to exempt Formu- 
la One motor racing from the ban 


Birmingham and Manchester 
could acquire powerful elected 
mayors months before Lon- 
don if they take advantage of 
new proposals for democracy in 
the dries of England. 

A Green Paper is due in the 
spring on arrangements for re- 
forming the way decisions are 
taken in London, but if a private 
member’s Bill introduced yes- 
terday passes quickly, England's 
other dries could take the first 
steps down a road which could 
see powerful individuals elect- 
ed to represent their interests. 

The prospects for change are 
good. The Government 
promised to back the Bill in- 
troduced by Lord Hunt of 
Tanworth, which empowers 
cuundls to revamp the way 
they are run. Although some 
Labour councillors are none too 
keen on ceding powers to a 
mayor, the Labour-dominated 
Local Government Association 
is supporting the measure on 
the grounds that individual au- 
thorities will be left free to 
decide which arrangements best 
favour local conditions. 

— David Walker 
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Team work; Pupils and staff at Dalston Youth Project in east London surround Tony Blair during his visit 
yesterday to see how the project helps divert II- to 18-year-olds from crime Photograph: AJastair Grant/AP 

Carrot and stick approach to youth crime 
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A new hybrid sentence, half custody, half 
community supervision, will be a key el- 
ement of the Government's drive against 
youth crime, the Home Secretary an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The length of custodial time under the 
so-called Detention and Training Orders 
(DTQs) will be increased or cut down to 
give offenders an incentive to improve 
their behaviour. 

ft is estimated that up to 200 young 
people aged 12 to 14 could be kept in de- 
tention around the countiy at any one 
time, at secure training units. 

Children aged 12 to 14 awaiting trial, 
as well as the more vulnerable 15- to 16- 
year-olds, will be remanded for the first 
time to secure local authority accom- 
modation, to combat the problem of 


bailed youngsters continuing on crime 
sprees. 

Another proposal, unveiled by Jack 
Straw as part of a White Paper on youth 
justice, is the concept of a youth panel for 
first-time young offenders, where the cul- 
prits would be “confronted with the 
damage and human consequences of 
their crime”. Under the idea - still un- 
der consultation - the youngster and their 
parents would have to draw up a good be- 
haviour contract, lasting for up to a year. 

Mr Straw told the Commons that his 
aim was to deliver a youth justice system 
which prevented youngsters getting in- 
volved in offending, as well as punishing 
those who did. The White ftper. No More 
Excuses , which will form part of next 
month’s Grime and Disorder Bill, win also 


attempt to speed up the judicial process. 

The White Paper includes plans for lo- 
cal curfew schemes to keep under-lOs off 
the streets, and a new Parenting Order. 

Mr Straw added that be was ch airing 
a new ministerial group looking at ways 
of supporting families more effectively. 

As expected, the Government will 
abolish the rule of doli inazpax, the pre- 
sumption that children under 14 cannot 
commit a criminal act because they can- 
not distinguish between right and wrong. 

Senior police officers welcomed many 
of the proposals. However, prison cam- 
paigners the Howard League warned that 
the new DTOs would lead to more 
younger children being lockfed up. 

— Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 
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Loophole may leave young 
unprotected by low-pay law 


The Government was 
accused of putting a 
loophole in Ns minimum 
wage legislation by 
excluding those under 26 
years of age. Coffin Brawn, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
employers face fines of 
up to £5,000 for breaking 
the laws designed to help 
six million workers. 

The Minimum Wage Bill was 
hailed by Margaret Beckett, 
the President of the Board of 
Trade, as the “beginning of the 
end” to poverty pay, but Tbiy 
MPs said it paved the way for 
another Government U-turn. 

Clause three of the Bill gives 
the Government the power to 
exempt workers aged under 26 
from the minimum pay legisla- 
tion, or to apply 2 different rale, 
if it is recommended by the 
Government’s low pay com- 


mzstion, which is due to report 
in the Spring. 

The inclusion of the let-out 
for a large part of the 
workforce, which is fating low 
pay, will be seen as a partial vic- 
tory for Peter Maude Ison, the 
minister without portfolio, who 
called for flexibility in its oper- 
ation during the Labour Pferty 
conference in October. 

Mrs Beckett won her argu- 
ment that the minim um wage 
will be the same across the 
countiy. but she could be forced 
to concede the lower rate for 
younger workers. 

While trade union leaders 
welcomed the BHl as a “land- 
mark”, a lower rale for trainees 
raised some fears h could be 
used to water down the impact 
of the BiH. John Edmonds, 
general secretary of the GMB, 
said he remained “very con- 
cerned” that young workers 
could be discriminated against 

The Tories, too were scepti- 
cal. “It looks as though the Gov- 
ernment is going to do a 


complete U-turn. Mis Beckett 


u own uhj “‘o "j 

powers but it is pretty odd to put 

such a strong clause three into 
the Bill if there is no intention 
of using it,” said John Redwood, 
foe Ibty spokesman on trade 
and industry. 

The Bfll carries strong pow- 
ers to fine employers breaking 
the law up to £5,000. But foe 
rate at which the national min- 
imum wage will be fixed win not 
be known until after foe Low 
Pay Commission reports. Its 
recommendations wiD then be 
by foe Cabinet. 

There is speculation that 
the final figure could be £350- 
£3.75 an hour, but Mis Beckett 
refused to be drawn. She said 
foe was “proud” to bring for- 
ward the legislation, which cam- 
paigners estimated could boost 
foe pay of six million workers, 
inclu ding low paid homework- 
ers, domestics, nannies and 
agency staff. 

“It will be a single rate that 
will apply to all regions, sectors 


and size of firm," said Mrs 
Beckett, adding that foe Gov- 
ernment was keen to make 
sure foe rate was set as a 
“sensible” level. 

“This is both a very impor- 
tant day and avery proud day 
because it is the begi nni ng of foe 
end of poverty pay.” 

The legislation also sets out 
six new offences aimed at em- 
ployers who refuse to pay foe 

new wage. These cover refusal 
or wilfiil neglect to pay the rate, 

failure to keep records, or fail- 
ure to give information to en- 
forcement officers. 

Trade minister lan McCart- 
ney yairf that most workers will 
be covered by foe new rate, in- 
cluding homeworkers, who can 
earn at present as little as 35p 
an hoar. 

The only people not covered 
will be foe self-employed, peo- 
ple who do a few hours a week 
voluntary work for groups like 
foe Gtizens Advice Bureaux, 
children below school leaving 
age and prisoners. 


Treasury on defensive over tax credit 


The Chancellor was 
forced on the defensive 
yesterday over his plan 
for a tax credit for 
low-paid families. The 
Treasury insisted that it 
would not necessarily 
cost women money, as 
critics charge. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, 
explains the controversy. 


Gordon Brown is not commit- 
ted to ending foe independent 
taxation of women nor to abol- 
ishing family credit, a senior 
Treasury adviser said yesterday. 

Both steps had been seen as 
an inevitable result of foe in- 
troduction of foe “woridng- 
famQies tax credit” which Mr 
Brown signalled in his Green 


Budget earlier this week. This 
allowance would reach low-in- 
come tax payers through their 
pay packet. The Chancellor 
has portrayed it as a better in- 
centive to work than a benefit 
payment such as foe existing 
family credit 

However, critics have long 
aigued that a tax credit could 
not work in practice because it 
would require needs to be as- 
sessed on the basis of household 
rather than individual income. 
Otherwise, according to the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies, 
higher earners would benefit 
disproportionately. 

That would mean a bjg tax in- 
crease for second earners - 
mainly women - who would 
start paying tax cm their first 
pound of earnings. In addition, 
if the working-families tax cred- 
it, which would go to the main 


taxpayer, replaced family cred- 
it, which is received mainly by 
motheis, it would invdve a trans- 
fer of cafo from women to men. 

Even Treasury officials and 
advisers have been warning foe 
Chancellor of these potential 
drawbacks of the scheme, as The 
Independent reported last week. 

Yesterday, Ed Balls, a senior 
economic adviser to foe Chan- 
cellor, said that foe details of 
foe new tax credit would not be 
decided until after the report of 
foe co mmissi on on tax and 
benefit reform, headed by Mar- 
tin Tkylor, chief executive of 
Barclays Bank. This is due 
ahead of next March's Budget. 

Mr Balls said: “We are noi 
necessarily going to end foe in- 
dependent taxation of women. 
It is not an inevitable conse- 
quence of foe working-families 
tax credit.” The idea of intro- 


ducing it alongside famil y cred- 
it had not been ruled ouL 

He attacked the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies for “setting up an 
Aunt Sally”. Their assessment 
was based on an “extreme and 
absurd” version of the plan. 

Andrew Dflnot, Director of 
the BFS, said yesterday: “We 
were trying to set out foe con- 
sequences of going down a va- 
riety of different paths. There 
are lots of choices, and each di- 
rection throws up problems of 
different types.” 

The Treasury ptiblished a pa- 
per yesterday on the back- 
ground to the Chancellor’s 
proposals to make work pay. 
Along with foe working-families 
tax credit, foe minimum wage 
and the pledge to introduce a 
lOp income tax rale, when pru- 
dent, are intended to raise take- 
home pay for foe poor. 
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Spencers’ alimony 
and acrimony 


Details of the divorce settlement 
offered by Earl Spencer to his 
estranged wife emerged yesterday 
as papers lodged in court 
described him as an "intolerant 
and angry* 1 bully. Steve Boggon 
examines the claim and 
counterclaim and hears the 
response from England. 


Earl Spencer has offered his estranged wife 
a £292,682 settlement, a house worth 
£244.000, a car, a monthly tax-free income 
of £2,439 and lull maintenance for their four 
children. 

They were the precise details put before 
the High Court in Cape Town yesterday as 
the couple’s preliminary divorce hearing 
rumbled into its fourth acrimonious day. 
The offer was being regarded in England as 
insufficient for a man with a personal 
wealth of£6m and a family fortune of £100m. 

Details of the offer were given by Shelly- 
Ana Claircourt, one of the earl’s lawyers, 
who described it as the largest ever made 
in South Africa. But it is by no means the 
biggest ever made in England, where Lady 
Spencer is applying to have the case heard. 

“This offer made to Victoria J Lockwood] 
represents an unprecedented amount for 
a woman or wife in this country, particu- 
larly considering the brevity of this mar- 
riage." she said. The couple were married 
in 1989 and split five years later after Lady 
Spencer underwent five months of treat- 
ment for alcoholism and eating disorders. 


It was during her treatment that she 
daims Earl Spencer had affairs with 12 
women. He denies the allegation. 

Miss Claircourt said the eari had given 
an undertaking that Lady Spencer’s re- 
quirements could be reassessed by an 
English court should she ever decide to 
move home from Cape Tbwn, where both 
parties live at present 

She, however, is pursuing a claim for 
£3.75m. In support of that. Lady Spencer 
has submitted a sworn statement to the ■ 
court in which she describes her husband 
as a domineering bully who ordered her not 
to attend the funeral of his sister, Diana, 
Princess of Wiles, so he could attend with ; 
his latest partner, the model Josie Boraan. 
The papers say he became u intolerable and 
angry and he increasingly criticised, un- 
dermined, bullied and belittled me until 
eventually I lost all confidence and became 
very scared of him”. She ctorms she is broke, 
surviving on an overdraft of £5,000. 

Nicholas Mostyn, a British barrister spe-_ 
ciaUsiug in family law, told the court that 
the earl’s alleged extra-marital aSl&fc. 
would have no bearing on a settlement If 
the case were heard in England. “It takes' 
three to commit adultery, - " he added. 
it is a symptom of a broken marriage.” ■ • 
In defence of Earl Spencer, David 
Horton-Fawkes, a childhood friend and mpv 
manager of the earl’s British interests, saj& 
in a statement that Lady Spencer had been 
given kind and loving support from the earl, , 
and had written to thank him for it 
“I know that Charles would newer treat 
the mother of his four children in a mean 
or malicious manner,” he said. 
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Worries over food 

tains toy gifts have resumed 

after a_childn^rty.c*ok«Iv-- 


Sfcar turn: George Best (second from right), yesterday given second place - after Brazifr Plele - as Greatest Footballer of AH Time, 
being congratulated by (from left) former England goal keeper Gordon Banks, Northern Ireland goal keeper Pat Jennings and 1996 
World Cup star Alan Bad; Further Report, Sport; pogeff ‘ - . . Photograph-* PA 
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is investigating the case 

found s- toy in theyoghurt.lio' 
tiou of Miller’s Kids Cornfci£ 
Muiier has withdrawn &e 
yoghurt from sale although 
stresses that no changes- oc- 
curred because of the com- 
plaint. ' -J 

The Environmental HSeami 
Officer in Braintree complained 

to Mfiller on 5 September flfat 

an inkstamp coy bad been found 

in the yoghurt rather than tl[e ; 

separate section. The company 
launched an investigation arid 
later the toy was replaced by^ 
troll ' i • : 

“While Mfiller Kids Corn* ; 
yoghurts have been very popi* .. 

larproductiob ceased last month 

to make way for two new Mufle^ ; 
children's yoghurts — Togr 
Cruncbz and Yogz Budblastetz, : 
said a spokeswoman. “It is fac- 
tually incorrect to suggest pro- ' 
duction changes occurred in 
response to a complaint that has 
yet to be resolved." There have • 
been three recorded deaths m! 

the past lOyeare of difldrisn who' 

have choked on toys packaged 
in with food. 

— Qenda Cooper 
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Lloyd George freed his 
would-be assassin 


fc 


Prime Minister David 
Lloyd George ordered a 
woman who had plotted 
to murder him in 1917 to 
be freed from prison to 
prevent a public relations 
disaster, according to 
secret government 
documents released 
yesterday. John Crossland 
looks at the files of the 
'Public Record Office. 


Lloyd- George, the Prime Min- 
ister who personified Britain’s 
victory in the First World War, 
personally intervened to en- 
sure the early release of hunger 
striker Alice Wheedon, a suf- 
fragette pacifist who bad plot- 
ted to murder him and Arthur 
Henderson, leader of the 
Labour Party, at the height of 
the wax. 

The top secret file, originally 


marked for closure until after 
the mill ennium, reveals that 
the prosecution case against 
Wheedon, 52, was based on the 
testament of MI5 agent Alex 
Gordon, whose damming evi- 
dence at the Old Bailey in Feb- 
ruary 1917 condemned her to 10 
years' penal servitude. 

Lloyd-George obviously had 
his doubts about the case when, 
approaching by worried Home 
Office officials fearing for her 
health after a prolonged hunger 
strike, told them: “In view of the 
fact that I am a person she con- 
spired to murder it’s veiy un- 
desirable that she should die in 
prison." 

Gordon said in a confiden- 
tial report used at the trial that 
he was introduced to Wheedon 
at the Deity Socialists’ Hall with 
other “semi-patriots of the milk 
and bun-throwing type". 

He took her more serious- 
ly, however, when she asked him 
whether he was prepared to 


“ remove" two men by poison - 
including Lloyd George. 

• The leader of the seamen's 
union tried, unsuccessfully, to 
keep homosexuality' illegal 
aboard British Merchant Navy 
ships as the Sexual Offences Bill 
made its shaky progress into law 
in 196 6, according to PRO files 
released yesterday. 

William Hogarth, General 
Secretary of National Union of 
Seamen, sought Harold Wil- 
sons Help to prevent the Bill 
applying to his members. 

He told the Prime Minister 
bluntly “Unless special consid- 
eration is given to the position 
of the Merchant Navy it could . 
become an attractive venue for 
homosexuals.” This unknown 
factor in the fraught discussions 
leading to the passing of Leo 
Abse’s Bill the following year 
emerged in a release of Home 
Office papers on homosexual re- 
form, some of the originally 
dosed for more than a century. 
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You don't need to save with a Building 
Society to get top Interest -rates that remain 
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South Sea islands fight for first place in millennial dawn 


A group of scientists 
cJaims to have finally 
determined the place 
* rom ^ich to see the 

first sunrise of the 
millennium: Mount 
Hakepa, on Pitt Island to 
the east of New Zealand. 
But bejund the maths 
lies afbrious battle for 
tourisrj dollars. Charles 
Arthur, Science Editor, 
explans. 


On the face of it, the solution 
to the equation above is clean 
0359 local time. That, says a re- 
search pa per in the latest Geo- 
graphitalJoumal \ published by 
the Rcyal Geographical Society, 
is where the first dawn of the 
new nfllennium will be ac- 

cordirg to the equation for cal- 
culatiig sunrise times published 
in thi US Navy and Royal 
Observatory Astronomical 
Alammac (1994 edition). 

Aid the place: the 177-me- 
tre su mmi t of Mount Hakepa, 
on the tiny Pitt Island -present- 
ly, hone to just 55 people - 680 
miles east of New Zealand. 

Bit rather than being a de- 
finite answer, t his could be just 
the laesi round in a vicious bat- 
tle bong fought in the South Pa- 
cific to win tourist business 



from travellers wanting to wit- 
ness the authentic first dawn of 
the next 1000 years. 

A number of islands have 
been planning lucrative mil- 
lennium tours, promising visi- 


tors they will be the first to see 
in the year 2000. Last year, the 
Tbngan government was con- 
sidering introducing daylight 
saving time so that it could pip 
New Zealand to the millenni- 


um post But all seem to have 
been beaten by the Republic of 
Kiribati, whose Minisizy of For- 
eign Affairs declared in Janu- 
ary 1995 that all the islands in 
its jurisdiction would take the 
same day of the week. 

Though outwardly reason- 
able, this decision unilaterally 
put a huge, 1000-mile eastward 
bulge into the International 
Dote Line - and, coincidental- 
ly, brought Caroline Island, an 
uninhabited atoll previously on 
the extreme eastern side of the 
line (and so at the end of every 
solar day) over to the western 
side - and thus the start of each 
day. 

That seems to have dismayed 
a team at the Millennium Ad- 
venture Company, based in New 
Zealand. They returned to their 
maps, consulted tables of sunrise 
calculation times to determine 
that the first sunrise would, af- 
ter all, be seen off Pitt Island. 

They are dismissive of Kiri- 
bati's tactics. “The arbitrary 
and unilaleral moving of time 
zones or the international date 
line docs not give rise to any lev- 
el of credibility in the interna- 
tional navigation community,” 
they write. “Any claim on the 
first millennium sunrise from a 
place geographically quite re- 
moved from the traditional 
dateline lacks sensibility, as any 
country in the world could do 
the same.” 
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Island dawn: Mount Hakepa on Pitt Island, where the first rays of the millennium will strike Photograph: Robert Harding 
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Polluters’ tax aims 
to clean up rivers 


Proposals for new taxes 
on water pollution were 
unveiled yesterday. 
Nhhobs Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent, looks at 
the options. 

Ikes on pesticides, fertilisers, 
sevage works and factories were 
al floated in a government cou- 
sihation paper yesterday. The 
idsa is to use the power of the 
narket to cut water pollution, 
aj well as regulation. 

The document points out 
fiat while rivers have been get- 
tng deaner. 40 per cent of their 
combined length in England 
aid Wales is classified as only 
fair” or “poor'’. Further im- 
jrovement would benefit leisure 
pursuits, provide cleaner raw 
naterialfar water companies and 
loost economic regenera tion- 
One idea is for companies 
along a bjg waterway, such as the 
Thames Estuary, to trade pollu- 
tion permits between themselves. 
Each would be given a right to 
pm ip out a certain amount of 
pol Litton, and permits to cover 
tha quota. Over time, the quan- 
tity if permits would fell -forc- 
ing be group ofpoQuters to make 
an i verall cut in emissions. 

' he companies could tbeu 
tra e these permits among 
the iselves, allowing the free 
ma cet to set a value. Compa- 
ru'e which 1 found it relatively 
cbe ip and easy to cut pollution 
wo Id sell some of their permits 
to those which faced major ex- 


pense and inconvenience in do- 
ing so. Pollution would be cut - 
but the trade in permits should 
ensure it was done in the least 
costly way. It is a system that has 
been tried, with some success, 
for reducing add-rain air pol- 
lution in the United States. 

The other main alternative 
is to tax companies according to 
the quantity and toxicity of 
their water pollution. The con- 
sultation paper says nothing 
about how much such a tax 
could raise, but The Independent 
understands that at most it 
would be in the low hundreds 
of millions of pounds. 

The paper is also vague on 
the question of where the mon- 
ey raised would go. This is be- 
cause the Government itself is 
divided. The Treasury remains 
strongly opposed to allocating 
the money to any specific pur- 
pose. It wants the freedom to 
spend it as it sees fit The De- 
partment of the Environment, 
which published the paper, is in- 
terested in at least some of the 
money going into river dean-up 
schemes and covering the costs 
of running the taxation system. 

The Government's pollu- 
tion regulator, the Environ- 
ment Agency, is also keen to get 
its hands on some of the cash. 
At present it raises £40m from 
water-polluting companies by 
charging them for licences 
which give them the right to pro- , 
duce pollution up to a certain 
maximum limit However, this 
only covers the workload cre- 
ated by the system irather than 
environmental damage. 


aking the green 
oad to Kyoto 


Tlere is only one way for 
tit truly dedicated 
environmentalist to get 

t< the Kyoto climate 
-si mmit In japan - by 
t sin, ship and bicycle. 
b chokes Schoon spoke to 
y sary travellers who 
h ve done just that. 

E actly three weeks ago, eight 
yung people set off from W*- 
tiioo Station, London, intent 
4 reaching Kyoto without us- 
ii j any aircraft, and so pro- 
c Icing less global-warming 
c dxxi dioxide on theirjoinn^ 

Their numbers swelled to 30 

c i the-way, and they are due to 

E their destination tornor- 
Tbe scientists and ©co- 
sts were almost halted by 
visa problems en route an 
tieir satellite telephone W3S 

ScoofiscatedattbeChmese 

border. But this 

w«e due to set o££ K 

J^anaepoitofKobtfwKy; 

oto, 50 mSes away, by bicyd 

Cbukl they be sure That they had 

proxies globaJwan^g 

gas ia 8,000 miles by land and 


sea than on a jet? “Are you kid- 
ding?” said one of the travellers. 
Dr Dietrich Brockhagen, a Ger- 
man pltysidst who works for the 

European Parliament’s trans- 
port committee. “It took me 
eight days and nights to work 
this out” Each traveller would 
have been responsible for four 
times as much carbon dioxide if 
they had flown, he said. 

The idea came from Ben 
Matthews, a post-graduate sci- 
entist at the University of East 
AngKa. He and his partner, 
Michelle Valentine, spread the 
word by Internet and e-mail; 
most of the travellers had nev- 
er met face to face. The journey 
began with the Euiostar at 
Waterloo, joined the Ttans 
Siberian Express in Moscow, 
traveling to Mat© and aossed 
to Japan from China by sea. 

Richard Scrase, a Green Par- 
ty fundraiser from Bath, said in 

Kobe: “... toprerent dangerous 
dimate change, there will have 
to be changes in lifestyle - you j 
can’t do it aB through technical 
fixes.” The groop will lobby del- 


nation and its citizens being giv- 
en a quota of carbon emissions, 
which can be traded for money. 
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14/NEWS 


Pilot pressure led to 
fatal Harding crash 



The death of Matthew 
Harding, the Labour- 
supporting vice chairman 
of Chelsea, in a 
helicopter crash last year 
has led to a tightening of 
flying regulations. 

Rondeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, 
examines the official 
inquiry into the tragedy. 


The seeds of the disaster - 
which claimed four lives - were 
sown early. Michael Goss, the 
phot who was operating his 
own one-man business, was on 
the first of seven planned flights 
for Mr Harding and, according 
to the official report, could 
have been under “intense com- 
mercial pressure” to press on 
with the trip from Bolton to 
London whatever the weather. 

Despite being an experi- 
enced pilot, he bad neither the 
qualifications nor experience to 
control his aircraft after it got 
into difficulties. 

Tb ipairw matters worse, Mr 
Goss had gone off route on the 
night of the crash and headed 
for an area of high ground - 


which a weather forecaster had 
advised him to avoid. 

According to the Air Acci- 
dents Investigation Branch 
(AAIB) report, the 38-year- 
old was not qualified to fly on 
instruments, became disorien- 
tated and overworked, and 
could not save the aircraft af- 
ter it went into a steep nose-up 
position then spiralled to the 
ground. 

But the type of flight Mr 
Goss attempted, which involved 
avoiding obstacles such as high 
ground by detouring around 
them, “required a standard of 
flight planning and in-flight 
navigation accuracy which was 
not achieved and which was 
probably unachievable under 
the circumstances", the report 
said. 

Mr Goss, a former British 
Army helicopter pilot, Mr 
Harding, 42, and three of the 
fhf.kfia vice-chairman's friends 
died instantly when the twin-en- 
gined French Aerospatiale 
Squirrel crashed near Mld- 
dlewich, Cheshire, in October 
last year. 

Only three weeks before the 
crash, Tony Blair and his wife 
[ Cherie had travelled in the 
. same helicopter on their way 


back from Labour's party con- * 
ference in Blackpool 

The AAIB called for a tight- . 
ening of helicopter pilot oper- 
ating and training. A 
spokesman for the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority, die air safety reg- 
ulator, said they have already 
been acted upon. 

The new rules include en- 
suring the minim um height for 
any flight at night shall be not 
less than 1,000ft above the 
highest obstacle within 10 miles 
each side of the intended route, 
and stricter weather criteria 
for night flying. 

Those who died with Mr 
Harding and Mr Goss were 
Raymond Deane, 43, from 
Camberiey, Surrey; father-of- 
two Tbny Bunidge, a company 
director, of Wimbledon, south- 
west London; and journalist 
John Bauldie, 47, from Rich- 
■ mond, south-west London. 

Mr Harding, who was worth 
more than £200xn, and his par- 
ty had been celebrating 
Chelsea’s victory over Bolton. 
His widow, Ruth, and their 
four children are thought to 
have received about £50m, 
while about £25m went to bis 
: mistress, Vicky Jaramillo, by 
' whom he bad a daughter. 






The show must go on: Tim Barlow, who severely ~ tomorrow 

Crucible Theatre, Sheffield, with Angus Barnett as the Fool. The production closes 
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p^t children 
>4 crisps, 
ays doctor 


Millionaire to boost aid to 
state schools' best pupils 


ch drertt 
Cl Mcoifb 
ch»sK 
alkulty 
dlsordes 
Judith Jua, 
Editor, k 
D ee Dan 
child reit 
rather.if 


^session with 
ting and 
driving 
• anorexia. 

» crisps and 
;ood for people, 
expert in eating 
aid yesterday. 
Education 
>lains why Dr 
cm wants 
eat Mars bars 
i celery sticks. 


Aroundalf of six-year-old girls 
are wbisd about their weight. 
Betwed and 2 percent of girls 
are anoxic and 5 per cent of 
sixth-fcners are bulimic. Dr 
Dee Dioon, medical director 
of ibe bodes Farm Clinic in 
Londo told heads of leading 
girls’ impendent schools that 
we musLop making children 
feel gay about food. 

Drawson recently had a 
six-yeasld in ber clinic who 
.. j was tang and refusing to eat 
1 becauher thighs were too fat, 
she saat the Girls’ Schools As- 
sociatn annual conference in 
BristcSoriety, she said, should 
be ri ruling the muscle-wast- 
ed me Is of fashion magazines 
and >inting out that page 
threads in the Sun newspa- 
per d not look like that. 

“Irilyn Monroe was at 
leasisize 16. as indeed are 47 
per at of the female popula- 
tionshe said 

“ie media, the fashion in- 
dust teachers, parents and the 
Gomment all played a part in 
ruirg some children's lives by 
encSs talk about the evils of 
faUhocolate, cheese, crisps 
_ andiips are wonderful ener- 
f gy-ing foods which children 
net Almost without exception 
myitients are fat phobia” 
[most all had been putting 
wa 1 on their cereals before 
tbtfvere admitted, she added 


One would not go swimming in 
case she said she absorbed fat 
from Eat people in the water. 
Ifeadbers should not tell children 
that a low-fat diet was healthy, 
and mothers should not eat sal- 
ad in front of their children and 
snack on cheesecake and ice- 
cream when they were in bed. 

Advice being prepared by 
the Government on children's 
diet and leaked recently was 
wrong, she argued. It is said to 
recommend banning school 
tuck shops, banning chips from 
school canteens and restricting 
chocolate sales from vending 
machines. Government advice 
on school meals published ear- 
lier this year already advises re- 
stricting fat intake. But Dr 
Dawson said there was not a 
shred of evidence to suggest that 
children should avoid faL 

“1 would like to say to the 
Government think twice before 
you panic yet more children into 
a life of chronic starvation and 
possible death.” she said. 

Parents and schools could do 
more to help, she believes. Par- 
ents needed to face up more 
readily to their children’s eat- 
ing disorders. Schools should 
weigh all pupils every term and 
those about whom they were 
worried every week without 
divulging the results, she 
suggested. 

Isabel Raphael, head of 
Charming School in north-east 
London, said that he fashion in- 
dustry was partly to blame for 
girls’ worries about their weight. 
“I have had perfectly normal de- 
veloping girls in my room who 
say they can’t go to the local 
shopping centre with their 
friends because they can't find 
anything fashionable that fits,” 
she said. 

Penelope Penney of the 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Girls 
School in Hertfordshire, said 
her school was considering 
weighing all girls in the third 
year but it would difficult to or- 
ganise it more than twice a year. 




The millionaire 
entrepreneur whose 
£250,000 donation, 
announced this week, 
will help fond new 
partnerships between 
private and state 
schools, will donate 
similar sums every year, 
he has revealed to The 
Independent. In an 
exclusive interview; 
Peter Lamp! tells Lucy 
Word, Education 
Correspondent, of his 
desire to stop British 
talent going to waste. 

Britain berates itself severely 
and often for allowing a “long 
tail” of underachieving young- 
sters to fall by the wayside of 
education. Peter Lampl, the 
Oxford-educated entrepre- 
neur who will match Govern- 
ment funding to help state 
school pupils benefit from pri- 
vate school facilities., wants to 
support children at the other 
end of the achievement spec- 
trum; those who are bright, but 
he daixns, never ger the chance 
to realise their potential. 

. Mr Lamp], who intends to 
give as much or more every 
year towards projects for high 
achieving state-educated chil- 
dren, has his own gauge of the 
way opportunities have nar- 
rowed for such pupils since he 



Lampfc There was a great 
waste of talent in the UIC 

graduated from Corpus 
Christi in 1970. 

His fellow students at the 
college, which has a historical 
link with south Whies, includ- 
ed a regular intake of bright 
grammar school boys from 
mining families in the Valleys 
who moved on after gradua- 
tion to high profile jobs in the 
City and in academia. 

Almost three decades on, 
however, after years spent in 
the United States building his 
investment business, Mr Lam- 
pi paid a return visit to his 
alma mater to find that Cor- 
pus has not had a Welsh stu- 
dent for several years. The 
reason, he was tol<£ was a lack 
of applications combined with 
a feeling that schools in the 
area did not raise pupils to the 
standard where the college 
could accept them. 


-When I left [the country] 
it felt as if things were chang- 
ing and a lot more people were 

riming through from average 
backgrounds,” he said yester- 
day, “yet when I come back it 
has gone the other way.” 

The apparent reversal 
jarred in comparison with the 
education system across the 
Atlantic, where Mr Lampl, 
himself state-educated, ob- 
served “a more egalitarian 
approach ... It struck me 
there was an enormous waste 
of talent in the UK.” 

Eighteen months ago, he 
set up an educational foun- 
dation which launched and 
funded a 64-place summer 
school at Oxford University 
last July for young people 
from state schools which had 
previously not sent pupDs to 
the university. 

After 40 per cent of those 
atten di n g applied for places at 
Oxford, there are new plans to 
expand the scheme and to ex- 
tend it to other universities. 

Fresh from that success, 
dreamt up under the last gov- 
ernment, Mr Lampl, now 
based in London, was willing 
to work with a Labour ad- 
ministration committed to 
promoting “what works” in ed- 
ucation. “I have a si mi lar 
a genda as the government,” he 
said, “and it makes sense to 
pursue these ini natives to- 
gether to break down the bar- 
riers between the independent 
and state sectors”. 


Warning over student fees 


Model Trfsh Goff, for Valentino 1996: Dr Dee Dawson says society should ridicule the 
thin images of fashion and stop children’s guilt about food Photograph: All Action 


Universities were yesterday giv- 
en a blunt warning not to tiy to 
■supplement their income by 
charging students top-up fees. 

David Blunkett, Secretary of 
State for Education, made it 
clear that the' Government was 
prepared to use reserve powers 
contained in the leaching and 
Higher Education Bill to block 
any attempt by universities to 
create an elite British' Ivy 


League. Institutions would gain 
nothing by introducing top-up 
charges, he said, because an 
equal sum would be withdrawn 
from their government grant 
The Bill, which received its 
first reading in the House of 
Lords on Wfednesday, opens the 
way for the introduction of 
£1,000 means-tested annual tu- 
ition foes from next September 
and the abolition of grants for 


living costs. There will also be 
loans to cover maintenance 
costs, repayable after graduation 
through the Inland Revenue, ac- 
cording to income. 

Ministers were yesterday 
anxious to stress that, while foes 
were necessary to stave off a 
funding crisis in higher educa- 
tion, poorer families would not 
suffer as a result 

— Lucy Ward 
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16/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Fake vodka 
wreaks havoc 
on Russia 


The dimensions of Russia's cat- 
astrophic alcohol problems 
became horribly dear yesterday 
with a claim by the government 
that this year 43 /KX) people died 
from drinking bootleg vodka. 

The figures underline one of 
the causes behind the precipi- 
tous drop in Russia's popula- 
tion, which last year fell by 
about 430,000 - the equivalent 
of the loss of a city the size of 
Edinburgh. The demographic 
crisis has seen the average life 
expectancy for a male level out 
at only 58. 

Delivering the statistics, 
Boris Tereschenko, bead of the 
Interior Ministry's economic 
crimes division, said the police 
had identified 1,400 under- 
ground stills in Russia, more 
than 10 times the number of 
registered distilleries. 

Large quantities are also 
smuggled in from abroad. 
"Every second battle af vodka 
has been produced illegally,” he 
said. 

So common are fatalities 
from moonshine that only the 
worst incidents, such as the 
death by poisoning of 22 peo- 
ple in Krasnoyarsk in June, 
make headlines. In Moscow, 
moves have begun to crack 
down on fake vodka by 
introducing a law which 
compels all alcohol manufac- 
turers to sell their wares 
through one retailer. 

But controlling the heavily 
criminalised drinks industry is 
an awesome undertaking, lit- 
tered with past failures. The 
147 milli on population is at 
risk from poisoning as never be- 
fore because alcohol consump- 
tion, and particularly binge 
drinking, has risen steeply amid 
the economic malaise that has 
followed the Soviet Union’s 
collapse. 

The cost of this was graph- 
ically revealed by other num- 
bers released yesterday: there 
were 1.295 murders in Moscow 
in the first 10 months of the 
year, of which one in four are 
believed to have been com- 
mitted by people who were 
drunk. 

— - PbiS Reeves, Moscow 




French vow to cut 
road deaths in hjalf 
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The French government 
has tough plans to halve 

the number of road 

deaths In France In five 
years- John Uchfieki in Paris 
says a proposed law 
would /all anyone 
convicted twice within 
12 months of dangerous 
'speeding. 




Away from home: Slovafdfan refugees leaving the benefits office in Dover, Kent 



Photograph: Bit! Graham/Kent News and Pictures 


Cook closes the door on gypsies 


Britain*^ ‘open door* 
policy towards central 
and eastern Europe 
does not extend to the 
Romany population. 
Katherine Butler in Prague 
says a blunt warning to 
Czech leaders signals 
that the free movement 
of citizens could prove 
an obstacle in the Ell 
enlargement negations. 


Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, pledged yesterday to 
“throw open the doors of the 
European union" to the Czech 
republic. The warmth of his 
embrace however was not im- 


mediately felt among the coun- 
try’s 300,000 gypsies, who were 
warned to expect no welcome 
in Britain. 

Mr Cook's tough words ap- 
peared aimed at demonstrat- 
ing to a home audience the 
Government's ruthless ap- 
proach to illegal immigrants or 
benefit scroungers. His warn- 
ings are a response to anger in 
Kent and oatrage in the right- 
wing press over the sudden ar- 
rival through the port of Dover 
last month of almost 700 Czech 
and Slovak gypsies, many 
claiming to have fled persecu- 
tion and to be seeking asylum. 

“"Rfe have a very clear mes- 
sage to anyone contemplating 
travelling to Britain. Britain 
does not have an open-door 
policy to those who allege per- 


secution and cannot then 
prove it,” Mr Cook said. 
“Britain has a clear duty to get 
across the message that it is not 
an cannot be a soft touch for 
those claiming asylum on the 
basis of false claims." 

Last month's arrivals were 
apparently prompted by a 
Czech television film which 
presented Britain as a par- 
adise for refugees. The exodus, 
according to diplomats in Pra- 
gue. nevertheless reflects the 
extent to which the Romany 
community feels victimised in 
the Czech Republic. Violence 
is common: a Romany man was 
beaten to death in front of his 
children by skinheads in one re- 
cent incident. 

Mr Cook raised what he 
called the “flood" of gypsies to 


Britain in three meetings with 
Czech political leaders yester- 
day, when the immediate ques- 
tion was covered of repatriating 
gypsies whose asylum applica- 
tions have been rejected 
The Czechs have promised 
almost £20,000 to cover the 
costs of sending rejecting fam- 
ilies home. The Foreign Sec- 
retary was careful to avoid 
any suggestion that the gypsies 
are the victims of political 
persecution in the Czech Re- 
public, but delivered a firm 
warning in the context of EU 
enlargement that their treat- 
ment would have to improve. 
One of the complaints is that 
Romany children are system- 
atically placed in schools for 
the retarded because Czech is 
not their mother tongue. Illit- 


eracy, unemployment and 
criminality are all extremely 
high and the Czech govern- 
ment's insistence that many 
gypsies are ethnically Slovak 
means they have difficulty es- 
tablishing citizenship rights. 

President \bdav Havel, who 
left hi sick bed to meet the For- 
eign Secretary, and the Prime 
Minister. Vhdav Klaus were 
both told that the Czech gov- 
ernment must offer the gypsies 
hope of a better life. The For- 
eign Secretary heard details of 
30 measures which the Czech 
authorities, anxious that the is- 
sue could damage EU mem- 
bership hopes, are promising. 

“The Romanies need not 
fear for their return," Jaroslav 
Sedhy, the Czech foreign min- 
ister, said. 


Your chances of dying in a 
road accident double as soon as 
you cross the Channel. For 
every million vehicles, 300 peo- 
ple die on the French roads each 
year, compared to 140 iu 
Britain. 

The carnage has been much 
reduced in the past two 

decades. France is no longer the 

most murderous place to drive 
in Europe (try Greece, Portu- 
gal, Ireland or Belgium). 

But 8,000 deaths a year is still 
an awful lot of grief and suf- 
fering - the equivalent of 50 
large plane crashes. 

Jean-Claude Gayssot. the 
Communist transport minister 
and a former railwayman, has 
set an ambitious new target. He 
wants to reduce the number of 
road deaths to 4,000 a year by 
the year 2002. 

His programme includes a 
draconian measure to discour- 
age speeding, which is respon- 
sible for almost half the deaths 
on French roads. A draft law will 
be placed before the National 
Assembly next year which 


would impose a thr :-mcmft 
driving ban and a £1,0 ) finest 
anyone breaking the s eed 1m 
it by more than 50 kp (rougf 
ly 30 miles per hour^ ' 

Any motorist con cted if 

the same ofeocewitfair 

could be jailed. In ot| wpnf, 
anyone caught travellr ytl2 

mph on theuwfcvtwl^^ 

hi an urban 3rea, twwOT^i^ 

year, would risk gomgtojpsc®; 

Mr Gayssot al50pbij- vol- 
untarily to begin with- l/se&d , 
French motorists backtopvtog I 
school- Young drivers v3 >e eo ~ , 
co uniged to attend re isher j 
courses after a year, aad 1 dri- 
vers after 10 years. K fi , the ; 
courses will be oj onal . 
but the minister warn* yes- 
terday that he would lake • 
them compulsory if t ring 
stan dards did not nnpiw The 
courses will, among her 
things, focus on the two her 
most common causes o: ja d 
deaths in France: drink d ing 
(1,300 deaths a year) an afl- 
ure to fasten seat-belts ?00 
deaths a year). 

In the case of the st- 
fcnnwn mad accident in F tee 
this year (at the Pont de E na 
in Paris on 31 August), all ee 

of the most commonly cal 

factors were present 

The Mercedes carrying le 

Princess of Wales was travt ig 

at three times the urban s d 
limit; the driver. Henri Paul d 
consumed almost three ti s 
the legal drink limit; and e 

three people who died were t 
wearing their seat-belts. 
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Kosovo deaths raise tension 


Two people were killed in 
Serbia's troubled province of 
Kosovo in clashes between 
ethnic Albanians and Serb po- 
lice yesterday. 

One Serbian policeman and 
one ethnic Albanian assailant 
were killed early yesterday in 
an attack on a Serb police sta- 
tion in the village of Reznie, 
near Decani, 60 miles west of 
the province's capital, Pristina. 

Heavy police forces sealed 


off Reznie yesterday a 
blocked all roads in the viri 
ty of the village. 

The chief of police of t 
village of Obilic, Bozidar Sp 
sic, who was kidnapped c 
Wednesday, was released ye 
terday with light injuries. 

The upsurge in violent 
coincides with the trial of I 
Kosovo Albanians charged wit 
terrorism. 

. — AP, Prison 
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Selfridges Food Hall 


Gastronomic Event 


I st December 1997: 7.30pm - 9.30pm 






PLUS £5 
CASHBACK 


PARKER RIAITO 
BALLPEN 

SXU127VM 
■ Stack barrel 


PLUS £10 


i : < h CASHBACK 




SXUS4W5 
■ Stack barrel 


Is food your passion? The appreciation of good food is now very much part of our culture, and to celebn 
The Independent and Selfridges have joined forces to create a fabulous event at one of London’s most pre 
gious Food Halls. You will have the opportunity to sample exotic and unusual culinary delights, watch the 
pens demonstrate their skills and question leading purveyors of the finest foods. On arrival you will be gree 
with a complementary glass of Louis Roederer Champagne, there is also the chance for you to enter our pr 
draw with one lucky reader winning a trip to Paris including a meal at Fauchon and first class travel on Euros 
Every reader will be given a Panettone (worth £6) on departure. Wfe only have a limited number of ticki 
priced £K) each so to secure your Invitation simply calf our Ticket Hotline number - 0171 293 2728. 


PLUS £10 

CASHBACK^ 
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FOR YOUR NEAREST STAPLES STORE 
OR TO PLACE AN ORDER mEEFONE 

10800 14 14 14 


ASHTON 

BASINGSTOKE 
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CAMBWGE 
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SUNKRIAW 

SWANSEA 
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TRURO 

WAMTWI P 

WARRINGTON 


OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC 
7 DATS A WEEK 

MONO Ay-FRJMy 8-8 SATURDAY 9-6 and 
- ' 4 SW®Ay<Opto6hooni dm* my *•**) 
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FREE NEXT ilf 
DAY DELIVERY" 
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STAPLES CORNER STOCKTON 
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Ticket Hotline No: 0171 293 2728 
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Spain follows Irish example to peace in Basque Country 

An amhif-iniM — • ■ 


IDEPE 

VEMB! 


An ambitious plan has 
been put together to 
bring peace to the 
Basque Country. 
Strongly influenced by 
the Irish example. It 
seeks to achieve by 
consensus some of the 
constitutional changes 
sought by the armed 
separatist organisation 
Eta. Elizabeth Nash in 
Madrid examines an 
initiative which has won 
supporters across Spain’s 
political spectrum. 


A plan has been maturing over 
two years that seeks to achieve 
by consensus an extension of 
Basque rights that could meet 
some ofthe demands of the sep- 
aratist organisation Eta. The 
plan, details of which are now 
emerging, has won support 
among representatives of a 
wide range of Spanish opinion, 
including a leading conservative 
lawyer who was one of the five 
authors of the post-Franco de- 
mocratic constitution of 1978. 

The proposal expected to be 
discussed in the New Year by re- 
gional parliaments of both the 
Basque Country and Navarra, 
would eventually have to be ap- 
proved by parliament in 
Madrid. It is backed by all 
Basque political parties 
including the pro-Eta Hern 
Eatasuna (HB) party 
'which has regional SO i 
MPs in both Vitoria 
rad Pamplona - the 
pasque and Navarran — 
regional capitals. 

Significantly, it has 
tot been rejected by 
be conservative Inte- 
rior Minister in 
Madrid, Jaime Mayor c A , 
Oreja. This is the first 
time in 20 years a 
peace initiative has not 
been rejected by one 
•or other party inter- r_ 
ested in resolving the j-' * 
Basque conflict. 

This broad range 
i of tolerance has been 

built around the idea 

r of developing an annex 
to the 1978 constitu- 
.tion that “respects, protects 
and adapts” the historical rights 
exercised by the Basque Coun- 
try and Navarra in relation to 
the Spanish crown. Many in 
Navarra are Basque, and the re- 
gion is regarded by Basque 
1 separatists as part of the Basque 
homeland they seek to break 
away from Spain. 

The draft bill envisages the 
creation of “new participatory 
processes” Inspired by the his- 


torical rights or “fucros" of the 
two regions that predate the 
1978 constitution but are recog- 
nised by it. The proposal could 
therefore be adopted by con- 
sensus within the existing con- 
stitutional framework. 
Interpretation of these rights 
goes to the root of the Basque 
conflict, the definition of sov- 
ereignty and the relationship be- 
tween Spain's autonomous 
regions. 

Tire idea is to create, in the 
first instance, an all-party work- 
ing group of regional MPs that 
would study the matter over the 
next 12 months, in a process 
consciously borrowed from the 
Irish experience of all-party 
talks. . 

Crucial to the success of 
the initiative has been the sup- 
port of Miguel Herrera de Mi- 
non. a conservative lawyer of 
enormous prestige throughout 
Spain who was one of the five 
drafters of the 1978 Constitu- 
tion. Don Miguel, as be is 
known even by Socialists not giv- 
en to respecting ancient hon- 
orific*, at one point sought to 
succeed Manuel Fhtga as leader 
of the Popular Parry, tut his aus- 
tere, patrician style was con- 
sidered insufficiently populist 
for a party seeking to reinvent 
itself in the democratic era, and 
he lost out to Jose Maria Aznar. 

The initiative attempts to 
tidy up some Basque business 
that the constitution left unre- 
solved, as the annex tacitly 
recognises. Unlike Galatia and 
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Catalonia, who were repre- 
sented on the constitutional 
drafting committee, no one 
spoke up specifically for the 
Basques. This created a fierce 
and lasting resentment, re- 
flecting probably the most im- 
portant defect in a document 
that has proved remarkably 
resilient in accommodating the 
transformations of the last 20 
years. 

In the referendum on the 


constitution, two-lhirds of 
Basque voters abstained and 
23.5 per cent voted “no" amid 
overwhelming approval from 
the rest of Spain. This provided 
Eta with the argument that 
Madrid continued, even under 
democracy, to spurn the region's 
popular will. Pro-Ela circles 
also point to the clause in the 
constitution that gives the 
armed forces the duty to defend 
Spain's territorial unity. They 
interpret this to mean that 
attempts at Basque self- 
determination will inevitably 
prompt tanks to roll. 

The latest proposal is the 
brainchild of the Basque me- 
diation group Elkarri (“Mutu- 
al Dialogue"), a low-key outfit 
that hag engaged in paingt.-iiring 
talks with every political and so- 
cial current interested in re- 
solving the Basque conflict. 

“We know it is impossible to 
get everyone to sit down to- 
gether, so we adopted the tech- 
nique of circular mediation, 
talking one-to-one to each per- 
son then taking the message to 
the others, gradually refining 
points in common , " on Elkarri 
spokesman said this week. 

“The problem was to keep 
the process going, quietly, dis- 
creetly, without burning it by 
clumsy handling. We inter- 
viewed some 200 people, politi- 
cians, legal experts, academics, 
trade unionists, a broad mix of 
people that built up into a 
comprehensive network of 
support. - 

Should the all-parly 
working group of 
Basque and Navarran 
MPS start work early 
MCE next year, the idea’s 
sponsors believe that 
Eta would be under 
enormous pressure to 
suspend armed actions 
throughout the year, 
SON because its political 
ally. Hern Batasuna, 
would be a participant. 

S A key link that 
could keep the sepa- 
ratists onside is an un- 
derstanding reached 
between the Basque 
trade union leader 
Jose Elometa and 
: -- ? 1 Rafael Diez, leader of 
the uniop linked to 
HB. “This is similar to 
what happened between John 
Hume and Gerry Adams: es- 
tablishing bridges between sec- 
tors that are ideologically close 
but separated by violence,” the 
Elkarri spokesman said. 

“What is on the table is a 
point of contact, like the Down- 
ing Street declaration, that can 
open the discussion and could 
produce a new relationship be- 
tween the Basques and the 
Spanish crown.” 
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Police dash in Pamplona with supporters of the pro-Eta Henri Batasuna party after Miguel Blanco's murder Photograph: Desmond Boylan/Reucers 


"I REALLY BEUEVE 
OUR BATHROOMS 
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.TAPS. 
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PICK UP IN STORE, j 
WHILE STOCKS LAST | 


WAYNE MEAKINS 
Bathroom Department 
Manager 

B&Q OLD KENT ROAD, PECKHAM 


ONLY 


OYSTER SHELL DESIGN 
WHITE BATHROOM SUITE 

Suite comprises: acrylic bath and front panel, basin and 
pedestal, close-coupled toilet pan and cistern with lever, 
white toilet seat, gold effect bath, basin taps and wastes. Was £249 
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CLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q 
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Also available 

Gainsborough 
Energy 1000X 
Electric Shower 

9.5kW. Was £129.99 

99 


OPENING HOURS 

| Monday^ u l unlci y . Most stores 8am-8pm. 
f Sunday: Most stores England A Wains lOam-dpm 
(where permuted). Scotland A Northern Ireland 
9an>apm. Certain store hours may vary, p le a se 


Also available 
‘Pearl* Double 
Shower Screen 

With etched print and 
white frame. 

Was £69.99 


Offers may wav at BAA Warehouses and BAfi Depots. Refer to Pttee Promhe rt rt emunl 
awddble m don. Ask us for delate of taws end oiw baBvoom o«m. Safetury and Mermotd 
cules comprise items as sltiod on price 1st audits h store. End penek for basis osalopfe ct 
8BdnaoostBaiiioom«iJesmaynatbaontfeplaybitioanl»otdwdjub|ecttecr«labBy.a»s 
shown es»cqx»a*TxtoOltais subject to avcdciaSy, please 'phone to dwefc betore tiawAig. 













Have you 
gone mad? 
Or is it just 
a fit of 
toy rage? 

If trying to track down a 
TeJetubby toy this 
Christmas drives you crazy, 
just spare a thought for 
the poor shop assistants, 
says Ann Trenemen. 


It was supposed to be a jolly television in- 
terview that Santa hims elf would be proud 
of. The idea was to get Gerry Masters of 
the British Association of Toy Retailers to 
stand in the middle of a store, hold up a 
few Teletubbies, and chat a bit about the 
spirit of giving this Christmas season. 
Sound simple? “The store was horrified! 
They said there would be a riot and that 
I would be mobbed by mums grabbing the 
toys!” says Mr Masters. 

In the interest of safety and public or- 
der the interview had to be cancelled and, 

really. Mr Masters should have known bet- 
ter. For this is the year when toy rage - 
the unco ntrollable desire of a parent to act 
like their two-year-old while in pursuit of 
a toy - has come into its own. Last year 
the object of desire was Buzz Ligbfyear, 
earlier this year it was virtual pets and now 
it's Teletubbies. And if you think this is a 
story driven by hype, then head into any 
toy store and watch the grown-ups. As they 



say in children’s books, it’s not a pretty 
sigjiL “Tve heard some people say that their 
child is dying and that they must get this 
toy and then it turns out that they are ly- 
ing. The child isn't dying at all!” said one 
spokesperson, “li really is shameful, 
shameful behaviour.” 

People say that today’s parents just do 
not know how to say no to the kids. They 
don't have time to play with their children 
so the toy has become all important The 
parents say that television is to blame. As 
for the television, don’t even try to talk 


sense to Tinky Winky, Po, Laa Laa and 
Dipsy. But it does makes sense that if you 
live in a rat race, eventually yon start to 
act like a raL “Last year the Buzz Ligbtyear 
craze got to the point where people were 
Dying to Florida from New York and 
having it couriered io Bri tain/ * says Mr 
Masters. 

“It’s becoming a macho thing . You can 
dine out on the story for months. The 
Americans call them ’d estina tion products’ 
and that means that people make a trip 
to a store specifically for that product and 


nothing else.” So what does it look like 
from behind the till when a Destination 
Shopper bears down on you? There are 
tales of flying objects, tears and strong Lan- 
guage. “One of our staffhad a dock dsown 
at him,” said Barry Eldndge of Hie En- 
tertainer group. Malina Patel of Ttys 
Tbys Tbys in Swiss Cottage in North Lon- 
don says that men are the worst. “You 
should hear their language. I wonder what 
they are like as fathers if they'll speak to 
me like this.” 

Perhaps, I thought, they would be bet- 


ter behaved outside the M2S. At The En- 
tertainer in Southampton, I found Stephen 
Shepherd, who seemed bom to manage 
a toy shop. He is 25 and admits to having 
three virtual pets and one Tfeletubby. The 
latter are in such short supply that even 
be had to get tns Laa Laa at Argos but then 
traded it, via the personal ads, for Po. 

“This is it Hus is what it is all about!” 
he says, pulling Po out of a plastic bag that 
stays inride his desk, inside his office. “1 
couldn't take it on to the shop floor.” This 
is dearly true, as on the shop floor there 
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Si tocome as the dolls continue > to be 
rationed; “Some people shout. Some, 
burst into tears. You get people who lose 

ssssetssa. 

a “toy rage” course for his staff and a flip 
chart with lots of facts to convince ! hem 

that it is worth being empathecc to the 

tomer who is accusing them of 
cheating little bar. “For every customer 
who complains, twenty sixwOl 
customer that complains will tell between 
eight and sixteen people,” he says. So if 
you resolve the problem, you save a lot 
more than one customer. • 

But how do you deal with a toy rager? 
Listening, empathy, information, he says. 
Never be false or condescending and 
never, ever start arguing. “Once yon are 
in an argument,” be says, “you will not get 
ont and you won’t make them happy. 

He sees toy rage as part of the larger 
frustration of Christmas shopping. In 
shop after shop, people have to queue and 
wait to be served. Sometimes, they snap. 
“People will just accuse you of all sorts of 
things.” he says- “If you say you haven’t 
got the toy, they insist that you must have 
it somewhere. They immediately thinkyou 
are frying to lie and hide something. But 
of course you are not, because we are here 
to sell.” 

But surety that is being naive, Mr shep- 
herd. For you cannot sell what you do not 
have. The only place many Destination 

Shoppers wifl be going over the nest month 

is frustration city. Mr Masters has had an 
idea for this: free stress bails for all cus- 
tomers, flak jackets and dart guns for all 
staff. It's the kind of joke you shouldn’t 


From one top cat to another: I could really do with a good spin vet. Any idea who handled Lassie? 



Dear Socks, 

As the US’s First Cat, you 
must get a lot of fan rnaiL But 
since reading your web page on 


Tony's laptop. 1 feel I know you 
already. And frankly - 1 could 
use some advice. I guess you've 
had plenty of experience of po- 
litical intrigue? Well, things 
have come to a pretty pass over 
on this ride of the pond. Tve 
been ousted! Overthrown! A 
dear case of “coup de dial”. 
The end of an era, that's what 
it is- Downing Street devoid of 
its most influential resident in 
decades. It’s a disgrace. Tdsend 
you a Daily Telegraph, only it’s 
not entirely savoury after sev- 
eral days in the litter tray. The 
lies they’ve been printing about 


me - “flea-ridden and rancid” 
etc. When I got wind of plans 
to pension me off in some qui- 
et backwater where I could 
snooze away my dotage and no 
one would mind my moulting 
or having the occasional little 
aeddent on the floor I as- 
sumed it was a peerage after 
years of loyal service. Little did 
I know ... 

Rumours of my death. I'm 
pleased to say, have been great- 
ly exaggerated. I'm having to 
write this from a top secret lo- 
cation in South West London 
- though if those bastards think 


they can keep me out of the 
public eye then they’re wrong. 
It’s a conspiracy, that's what it 
is. Started the day they moved 
in. That special little entrance 
Tony built into the back door 
was no cat flap. Turned out it 
was just so Robin Cook could 
come and go as he pleased And 
when I went to curl ap for a bit 
of a scratch, know what 1 found 
in place of my favourite arm- 
chair? A bloody mouse mat! 
And there was me Thinking I 
had a permanent sate seat. 
Never thought I'd hear myself 
say this, but I really miss the 


Majors. Old JM bringing me 
kippers back from Brixton. 

Jealousy, that was the prob- 
lem. I was the most popular 
Downing Street resident by a 
long chalk. Granted, I might 
have been involved in the odd 
scandal - but how many MPs 
can honestly say they’ve never 
been tempted to stray? Cherie 
was the brains behind the op- 
eration, of course She’s always 
made my far stand on end That 
glint in her eye when Rolf Har- 
ris did neute rings on Animal 
Hospital. And you should have 
seen the amount of British 


beef she fed me. They were all 
in on it, you know. That old fox 
Mandelson. Sly, devious, vain, 
self-satisfied. OK, so there was 
a lot for a cat to admire in him— 
I didn't take it lying dawn. 
I used to leave little dead crea- 
tures on the doorstep, but when 
Tbuy opened the door to find 
a couple of stiff newts laid out 
on the pavement, he just as- 
sumed they were friends of his 
from Oasis. Made no attempt 
to conceal it from me. “New 
Labour, New Kitten,” I heard 
the PM say. Bold as brass, 
promising to “get rid of Fat 


Cats”. Not that I’m worried. 
The only way I'm having myself 
put down is when Tm inter- 
viewed by Jeremy Paxman on 
next week's special, feature- 
length, letting-the-cat-out-of- 
the-bag edition of Newsnigfit- 
Ah - sweet revenge. As you 
know, it’s all a matter of PR. Pm 
already negotiating to get my 
life story published in time for 
Christmas. So - must dash ... 
the paparazzi are waiting. Do 
write back (I could really use 
the number of a good spin veL 
Any idea who handled Lassie?). 
Thist me - this country hasn’t 


heard the last of Old Humph. 
As Arnie said: Til be back ... 
Miao for now, 

Humphrey 
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The Royal Opera 

The Royal Opera - 2 for I 


ticket offer - Save up 



Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
are giving you the op- 
portunity to experience 
the opera. In associa- 
tion with The Royal 
Opera we are offering 
you 2 tickets for the 
price of I to the Au- 
tumn and Winter 
1997/98 season. You can 
choose to see any of 
three productions - The 
Merry Widow, The Bar- 
ber of Seville and Paul 
Bunyan all showing at 
the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. 

How to Qualify 

For each 2 for 2 ticket appli- 
cation simply collect 3 tokens 
from the Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday (tokens 
will be printed every day until 
Friday 28 November) and tele- 
phone The Royal Opera 
House box office on either 01 71 
304 4000 or 0171 379 3399 
(lines are open between 10am 
and 7pm)identitying yourself as 
an Independent reader. If pay- 
ing by credit card you will be 
asked to hand in your tokens 
when you collect your tickets. 
If paying by cheque please en- 
close your three tokens (you 
will be advised of the address 
when booking). You may ap- 
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The Merry Widow 

ply twice for the offer, collect- 
ing 3 tokens per application. 

Paul Bunyan 

Offer avaflabte 10 IJ 13 15 17 
December 

Ticket Prices: £48.50, £39, 
£36, £32, £18-50 
Raul Bunyan is an American 
folk hero of gigantic height 
who became the greatest lum- 
berjack in history, or so legend 
says. His work sites, and his 
fights, created geographical 
wonders like the Grand 
Canyon and the Rockies. 

Runyan's adventures are 
an allegory of the develop- 
ment of virgin North Ameri- 
ca in the pioneer days. 

The Barber 
of Seville 

Offer available on 7 10 12 14 
February 

Ticket prices: £75, £66, 
£62, £57, £33. 

The Barber of Seville is the 
finst modem comic opera. 


Rossini was the star compos- 
er of an era when opera 
moved out of aristocratic cir- 
cles into boulevard theatres . 
He believed bis audieoces 
would laugh at what they 
could recognise. 

In this opera, Rossini has 
all the classic classic charac- 
ters from comrnedia dell'arte; 
who have been around from 
Shakespeare to television sit- 
com. Rossini’s music defines 
all of them without caricature 
and makes them available to 
any age. 

The Merry 
Widow 

Offer avaflaUe 31 December 
1 2356789 10 January 
Ticket prices: £65, £58, 
£56, £51, £30. 

Like The Barber of Seville, 
The Merry Widow is a fiiSL 
Most operettas are about sex 
and money, but few as 
provocatively as Lehar’s. The 
story takes place in embassy 
aides in tern of the century 

Paris. It discusses the affairs of 


to £75 

a romantic little princedom fit 

to rival Rudolf Rassendyi’s 
Ruritania in The Prisoner of 
Zenda (book and operetta 
are near contemporaries). Its 
music is awash with gorgeous 
tunes - and wonderful dances 
- evoking middle-European 
folklore, written with the skill 
of a Richard Strauss or Puccini 
(more contemporaries). The 
very wtsrd ‘operetta' means es- 
capism - usually. 

But what’s best about the 
Widow is its realism. Its hero- 
ine has been married before 
for all the worst reasons -on 
the rebound from an unhap- 
py affair , and for money. Its 
hero met the heroine before 
and rejected her for all the 
worst reasons - family pres- 
sure, and money - arid then 
went off on a seriously 
naughty bender in Paris. He 
loves her, but can’t bring him- 
self to say iL Meanwhile, 
everyone else in sight is bend- 
ing over backwards to be un- 
faithful. It’s realistic, it’s fanny 
and it’s sad. This perfect the- 
atrical combination gave 

Lebar a monster hit in Vien- 
na, Paris. London and New 
York. 

Terms and Conditions 
To qga&ly for the offer apptkaais 
jbbsi coDcct three differently num- 
bered tokens. Tbkras are published 
eway day be tw ee n November 22 
and November 28. Only the tokens 
printed in The Independent and to- 
dependeat On Sunday are valid. 
Photocopies or any other reproduc- 
tions wiU not be accepted. The oT- 
fer is far 2 tickets for Uie price rf I 

for each application. Each set of 
three iotas cofleeted allows you to 
take advantage of the 2 for l offer. 
The free tid'd may only haw a val- 
ue equal lo or less than the pur- 
chased ticket. Tins offer is only 
valid for the three productions men- 
dotted above. The Royal Opera 
House standard terms and condi- 
tions of purchase apply to this offer. 
The offer a subject to availability. 

No cash aJternirivES wW be accept- 
ed. The promoters are The Inde- 
pendent and The Royal Opera 
House: 


Think the unthinkable: 
think like a woman 


From child care to pension 
plans. Labour’s policies for 
women are a shambles, 
says Yvonne Roberts. 

“Why can’t a woman be more like a 
man?" Professor Higgins asks in My Fair 
Lady. The same petulant question ap- 
pears to lurk behind each bungled at- 
tempt of the New Labour government 
to devise policies which deal with the 
female half of the population. Mr Blair 
and his boys just can’t get it right. 

And they ought to be ashamed. 

Some of it is simply a matter of pre- 
sentation — but none the less insulting 
for that. The appointment of Harriet 
Harman as minister for women — but 
only as a hasty afterthought on (he part 

of Blair. The choice of Joan Ruddock 
as her junior minister on condition that 
- a new feminist first - she accept the 
post wf thorn pay since the coffers were 
allegedly empty. 

Much is far more serious. Yesterday, 
there came the news that the Govern- 
ment was considering abandoning in- 
dependent taxation and returning to 
taxation for couples. On Wednesday, 
Gordon Brown revealed his hastily 
cobbled together £300m package on af- 
terschool dubs for a million children - 
an attempt to deflect the flak from the 
cut in lone parent benefits. Clumsily, 
Brown announced that; “A national 
childcare strategy _ is now the policy 
of this country’s government-” 

Welcomed by many in the media, in 
truth, as measures go, it’s the equiva- 
lent of a bumper sticker on a car that 
has yet to be assembled. And most of 
the female voters in this country know 
iL (What provision is there, for instance, 
for mothers who work shifts or at 
weekends or wbo are studying and can’t 
afford even the most minimal of fees?). 
The proposal also shows an alarming 
level of casualness (or ignorance) about 
what actually constitutes a genuine na- 
tional childcare strategy. And it reflects 
this Government’s reluctance to accept 
that on a range of issues, now under re- 
view, among them childcare, a mini- 
mum wage, social exclusion, equal pay 
and pensions - the Government’s pre- 
sent piecemeal approach won’t work for 
women. If one policy is out of synch, 
then, like a necklace whose string is bro- 
ken, it has a disastrous effect on the oth- 
ers. ‘fake, for instance, the issue of the 
minimum wage, for which the proposed 


legislation was published yesterday. 
The Low Pay Commission which has 
been bearing evidence is due to report 
in the spring of next year. 

By the time any proposals come 
into force, the two year pledge to remain 
within Tory spending limits will no 
longer apply- Five million earn below 
£4.26 anhour, two thirds are women. 
A decent minimum wage - highly un- 
likely according to the pessimistic fore- 
cast of women's organisations and 
trade uniotusts -wtxdd enable kme par- 
ent mothers (whom, on average, earn 
£330 an hour) to avoid the trap now be- 
ing laid by New Labour’s wclfarc-to- 
workthrusL 

This is the trap in which a woman es- 
capes from poverty on benefits only to 
become an exhausted member of (be 
working poor, made even more anxious 
because she knows that her offspring is 
subjected to substandard childcare pro- 
vided by young and inexperienced un- 
der-25swho are themselves low paid and 
under-motivated This combination re- 
sults in high staff turnover and further 
disruption to children who deserve 
better. 

Pensions are an even better illustra- 
tion. The dosing date for submissions 
to the Government’s pension review was 
earlier this month. The Fawcett Soci- 
ety. the campaign organisation for 
women, has condemned the review as 
“a sham’, claiming that the Government, 
in its obsession for all that is “New” has 
already decided to increase the use of 
private schemes - a disaster for many 
women. 

The reasons why are explained suc- 
cinctly by Jay Ginn and Sara Arber, pen- 
sions experts at Surrey University. Poor 
childcare is part of the reason why a 
woman takes time out from her career. 
As a result, if she has two children, she 
receives, ewer her working lifetime, only 
45 percent of a chiidfree woman’s earn- 
ings. This, in turn, substantially reduces 
her pension. Non-cmployed house- 
wives have it worse. “In enabling their 
husbands to participate in the labour 
market ... (they) forego their own op- 
portunity to earn wages and build state 
and private pension entitlements," the 
academics point out Women form two- 
thirds of these over 65: only a third of 
whom have a private pension, loo 
many of the remainder, particularly 
those over 75, live in poverty. 

Ginn and Arber argue that the as- 
sumption that public pensions are un- 


affordable is erroneous. The move to- 
wards privatisation wfll exacerbate the 
“feminisation of poverty”. In Den- 
mark, by contrast, a reasonable basic 
pension is payable on the basis of 40 
years residence, at the age of 67. Ginn 
and Arber argue for such a measure in 
Britain, set above the level of income 
support and index linked. In addition, 
they recommend that membership of a 
second tier employment-related state 
pension should be mandatory, with 
provision made for carers who take time 
out from work; aD end to tax relief on 
private pensions and a public education 
campaign to counter the vast advertis- 
ing budgets of the private pension 
companies. 

“The drive to cut state pensions 

benefit the private pensions and insur- 
ance sector rather than workers or pen- 
sioners.” Ginn and Arber argue. 
“Where such reforms are adopted, the 
changes ... bear hardest on women.” 1 
Anna Coote, part-time adviser to the 
Government’s women’s unit and deputy 
director of the influential Institute oF 
Public Policy Research, frequently talks 
about how the modern welfare state is- 
n’t just about tax and benefits: “It's about 
services, social values and goals.” She 
refers to a New Dialogue with women 
which will (belatedly) be initiated next 
year by the setting up of women’s ju- 
ries to judge government policies. 

"The future of the welfare state in- 
extricably involves family life and gen- 
der roles,” she insists. So why do so many 
of New Labour’s thirtysomething and 
single, predominantly male advisers 
appear so prone to attacks of gender 
blindness? Do they really lack the 
imagination to visualise what life is like 
for the girls? Girls who are increasing- 
ly aware how easily a female high flyer 
can find herself relegated lo the low 
paid, part-time ghetto of forgotten tal- 
ent once she’s opted to become a 
mother; or left struggling as a single par- 
ent- partly because the system remains 
resiiienlly fashioned by and for men. 

It's damning that a government 
which is so keen to “think the un- 
thinkable” when it comes to the welfare 
state, isn’t also capable of recognising 
that unless it tailors policies to the fe- 
male experience as much as to the 
male’s, it will only exacerbate the in- 
equities and dependency it is pledged 
to eradicate. 

John Lyttle is away 
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Dale Owen 


Ivan Dale Owen, architect: 
born Merthyr Tydfil, 
Glamorgan 2 August 1924; 
married 1964 Maureen Kelly 
(two sons, and one son 

deceased); died Penarth, 
South Glamorgan 12 
November 1997. 


Dale Owen was a leading figure 
on the Welsh architectural 
scene, one of a group of British 
post-war architects whose 
approach to the design of budd- 
ings and cities was strongly 
influenced by study and 
practice in the United States. 
He. was also active in the pub- 
lic life of South Whies and, 
though he never swerved from 
the principles of the Bauhaus, 
was much involved in efforts to 
protect historic buildings and 
the landscape of his native 
Whies. 

In the mid-1960s, the col- 
leges of the University of Whies 
were growing rapidly. Percy 
Thomas Partnership, for whom 
Owen was then working, recast 
the campuses at Swansea, 
Aberystwyth and Cardiff, where 
Owen’s economics tower was al- 
lowed to burst through the hal- 
lowed skyline of Cathays Park. 
The new BBC Whies head- 
quarters in Llan daflf, Cardiff, 
was another major work of the 
1960s. Owen recalled with de- 
light his victory over penny- 
pinching bureaucrats in 
persuading the corporation to 
buy real Mies chairs for the 
reception area. 

He valued quality over any 
issue of style, though he had lit- 
tle rime for Post-Mode rnism 
and rigorously eschewed the 
folksy look when designing a 
new gallery block for the Welsh 
Folk Museum at St lagan's - be 
later extended the building 
in collaboration with his wife, 
Maureen, who was also an 
architect. 

Owen was bom in Merthyr 
Tydfil in 1924. He attended 
Whitchurch. Grammar School 
and went on to the Welsh 
School of Architecture in 1941. 
War service between 1943 and 
1946 - he was commissioned in 
the Royal Artillery - took him 
to the North-West Frontier of 
India. After completing his pro- 
fessional training in Cardiff 
and at the London School of 
P lannin g, he worked in London 
and for the Development Cor- 
poration of the new town of 
Cwmbran. 

His interest in planning and 
urban design was strong and in 
1954 he went to the United 
Stales to study at MIT and Har- 
vard as a research scholar. Whi- 
ter Gropius, the founder of the 
Bauhaus, was then the domi- 
nant figure at Harvard and 
Owen spent over a year work- 
ing for Gropius’s practice, the 
Architects’ Collaborative, in 
Cambridge. Shortly after re- 
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turning to Britain, be took 
up a position as a senior 
archilect/planner with William 
Halford & Partners in London. 

It was Sir Percy Thomas, a 
talented architectural impre- 
sario and twice President of the 
RIBA, who brought him back 
to V&les. Owen joined the Per- 
cy Thomas Partnership in 1958, 
becoming an associate and 
then, in 1964, a partner. He was 
a key figure in the firm, bring- 
ing to it an international vision 
of modem design. The Percy 
Thomas style was transformed 
and became uncompromising- 
ly contemporary. Though the 
practice had expanded beyond 
WfrJes, Thomas - for whom 
Owen maintained an unwaver- 
ing respect - persuaded his 
bright young associate to stay in 
the Principality, where there was 
much work to be done. 

Dale Owen was a passionate 
Welshman, though he could 
not - and regretted the fact - 
speak the language. He could, 
however, be critical of what he 
saw as the parochialism and 
small-mindedness of Wiles. He 
was a good friend to younger 
architects and unflinchingly 
backed Zaha Hadid's Cardiff 
opera-house project, which he 
considered a work of genius. 
(The fact that his old practice 
gained lottery funding, on the 
day of his death, for a vastly in- 
ferior replacement scheme 
would not have pleased Owen 
- its role in the matter had dis- 
mayed him.) At the time of 
his death, he was advising 
Pankaj Patel and Andrew 
Taylor on a major expansion 
scheme for the University of 
Wiles, Aberystwyth. 

After his retirement from 
Percy Thomas Partnership in 
1989, he set up a consultancy 
based at his home in Fenarth - 
a delightful 1930s modernistic 
villa stuffed with books and pic- 
tures - and his wife, whom be 
married in 1964, subsequently 
became his professional partner. 
One son of the marriage died 
tragically in 1984 but their two 
surviving sons delighted their 
parents by deciding to become 
architects. 

Public and voluntary work 
took up a good deal of Owen’s 
time in recent years. He served 
as High Sheriff of South Glam- 
organ and Deputy Lieutenant, 
chaired the regional group of 
the Victorian Society and (a ma- 
jor commitment) the Civic Trust 
for Wales, and was very active 
in the building preservation 
trust movement. 

Owen was equally active in 
professional circles, sitting on 
the RIBA Council and serving 
as President of the Society of 
Architects in Wales in 1977-79. 
(His wife later became a dis- 
tinguished incumbent of the of- 
fice.) He was proud of his work 
for the United Nations Associ- 
ation and of his appointment as 
honorary architect to its head- 
quarters, the Temple of Peace 
in Cardiff, a fine work of the 
1 930s by his licber Meister, Per- 
cy Thomas, and took as much 
pleasure in the design of a 
tin y work - such as a niche in 
the New Theatre, Cardiff for a 
bust of Richard Burton - as in 
the replanning of an entire 
district. 

Though politically a sceptic, 
Dale Owen had enormous faith 
in the power of art and archi- 
tecture to enhance people’s 
lives. 

- Kenneth Powell 


Birthdays 

Mr Kriss Akabusi, athlete, 39; Miss 
Fiona Armstrong, television pre- 
senter, 41; Sir Gordon Beveridge, 
Vice-Chancellor, Queen's Universi- 
ty of Belfast, 64;Vfce-Admiral Sir 
David Brown, naval consultant, 70; 

Mr Geoffrey Gaifce. artist and sculp- 
tor, 73; Sir David Crooro-Johnsfon, 
former Lord Justice of Appal S3; 
Mr Terence Fristy, actor and play- 
wright, 65; Miss Lucy Guttend^, ao- 
tress, 41; The Right Rev Michael 
Hare Duke, former Bishop of St An- 
drews, Dnnkckl and Dunblane, 72; 
hfiss Hope Lange, actress, 66; Pro- 
fessor Claude L£vi-Strauss, social an- 
thropologist, 89; Lord Macdonald, 
Chief of the name and arms of Mao 

donald, 50; Mr Gordon Maisden MR 
44; General Sir David Mostyn, 69; 
Mis Dervrta Murphy, author, 66; Mr 
Kandy Newman, singer and song- 
writer, 54; Sir Idris Pearce, surveyor, 
64; Professor Sir Lewis Robertson, 
i ndust rialist and administrator, 75: 
The Right Rev Patrick Rodger. 
Assistant Bishop, Edinburgh, 77; 
General Sir Robert Ross, former 
Commandant General Royal 
Marines; 5£ Sir Brian Smedley, 
High Court judge, 63; Dr James 
Smith, former chairman, Eastern 
Electricity, 70; Mr Randolph Stow. 

novelist ami poet, 62; Mr Saxon Tale, 
former '*»jrman. London Futures 
and Options Exchange, 66; Sir Ray- 
mond Whimey MP, 67. 

Anniversaries 

Births*, wa&un Blake poet afld 

painter, 1757; Sir Leslie Stephen, W- 
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Washington: impressive tall, thrown bottle forms with a strong anthropomorphic element 

Robert Washington 


Robert Johnson Washington, 
potter and educator: bom 
London 2 May 1913; married 
1939 Marjorie Terry (died 
1996; one son), 1996 Su 
Lapesco (one daughter); died 
Little Baddow, ’Essex 17 
November 1997. 


Robert Washington was as in- 
ventive and creative in his teach- 
ing as he was in his ceramics. 

Ambitious but sensitive, he 
often felt himself to be in com- 
petition with his artist father 
William, a skilled etcher, 
draughtsman and silversmith 
(and later head of Hammer- 
smith School of Art), and this 
was one of the reasons that led 
him to take up pottery at the 
Royal College of Art, for it was 
one of the few things his father 
had never done. 

Born in south-east London, 
Bob Washington showed early 
promise as an artist, entering 
Goldsmiths’ College in 1930 to 
study painting before moving on 
to the RCA After three years 
in the painting school be went 
to the pottery department, ini- 
tially lured by the attractions of 
Marjorie Terry, who was then 
acting as social secretary. 

The department was head- 
ed by Willi am Staite Murray, 
one of the leading potters in 


Britain, an influential and 
charismatic if sporadic teacher. 
Murray had firm views about 
the status of pots, distancing 
himself from their craft associ- 
ations and arguing that pots 
should be seen as fine art, an at- 
titude which seemed entirely 
right to Washington, one of 
the liveliest students. 

Teaching at Derby College of 
Art was interrupted by war ser- 
vice, when he studied hydraulics 
and became an instructor to the 
builders of aircraft, a task which 
called on his understanding of 
modern engineering as well as 
his ability to pass on information 
with clarity and imagination. 
In 1939 he married Marjorie 
Terry, then a highly successful 
textile designer, who in 1944 
gave birth to their son, John. 

After the war, Washington 
resumed teaching ceramics at 
Derby, making an impression mi 
the students as a conscientious 
and dedicated lecturer, going on 
to become principal first of 
Dewsbury and then Margate 
schools of art. He maintained 
his own studio too, producing 
pots under the dear influence 
of Murray, but with his own 
idiosyncratic interpretation of 
the figure; and exhibited in the 
Festival of Britain. 

After a nomadic life moving 
his family round the country, he 


was appointed Art Inspector for 
Essex, settling permanently in 
the county. Supporting teachers, 
building up art and pottery de- 
partments and developing ed- 
ucation schemes took much of 
his creative drive and few pots 
were made. His energy, howev- 
er, seemed inexhaustible and he 
became involved with a variety 
of ambitious schemes such as 
planting Christmas trees, setting 
up a 45,000-bird chicken form 
and growing fruit Although all 
were well organised, they met, 
with only moderate success. 

Retirement in 1979 brought 
flesh opportunities and a re- 
naissance in his work with day. 
He was ever alert to new de- 
velopments within ceramics. At 
this time he was best known for 
his impressive tall, thrown 
bottle forms with a strong an- 
thropomorphic element an im- 
pression heightened by his use 
of spiky painted decoration de- 
picting female figures which 
seemed to be engaging with the 
pot giving the work the added 
edge of surrealism. Despite his 
continuing doubts about his 
skills as a draughtsma n , these 
pieces, monumental and com- 
manding, remain some of his 
most effective forms. 

Contact was re-established 
with galleries and in a solo ex- 
hibition at Anatol Orient gallery 


in London in 1988 he made a 
comeback with a series of new 
work consisting of large platters 
which were inventive in both 
their imagery and surface treat- 
ment. Work was also shown at 
Paul Rice, London. 

A new relationship with a 
young ceramic student, Su 
Lapesco. stimulated his exper- 
imental approach to clay, lead- 
ing him to investigate cratered 
and textured glazes and to in- 
tegrate such effects into his 
cereamics. Much to his delight, 
four years ago he and Su had a 
daughter, Olivia, and following 
Marjorie’s death they were 
married last year. 

One of.Vfashington’s major 
contributions to ceramics was to 
continue the fight for its recog- 
nition as fine art and it would 
have been interesting to see how 
he would have developed his 
talents had he devoted his life 
to ceramics. With a great deal 
of enthusiasm, creativity and 
imagination sidetracked into 
education, much of his work 
has often been seen as over- 
influenced by Murray. But the 
similarity is superficial for 
Washington's forms are im- 
bued with their own powerful 
personality which is both sculp- 
turally aware and assertive of 
the character of their maker. 

- Emmanuel Cooper 


Ena Neill 


Ena Wool educationist: boro 

29 May 1910; married 1933 Bill 
Wood (one son; marriage 
dissolved). 1944 AS- Neill 
(<Bed 1913; one d augh ter): 
died 26 October 1997. 


A. S. Neill founded the pioneer 
progressive school SummerhiU 
in 1921; three years before he 
died, he said simply to his wife 
Pna- “You can carry on.” And 
so she did, running the school 
for 12yearsfrtnn 1973. She held 
Summerhill together, fiercely 
protective of Noll’s ideology 
even though, privately, she 
sometimes disagreed with the 
way he did things. She was head 
through difficult times, when 
freedom for children had 
dropped out of fashion; the 
press became ever more deter- 
mined to fold salacious stories to 

“expose” a bo ut Summerhill and 
the numbers of pupils were low. 

The founding principle of 
Summerhill was, and remains, 
that children, given freedom to 
make choices about when they 
want to learn - lessons have 
never been compulsory - and a 
voice in decision-maldng about 
the way they live, will grow into 
happy, motivated, well-adjusted 
adults. Ena Neill may not have 
been the philosopher who con- 
ceived die idea of the school, but 

she had a better grasp than her 
husband of the importance of 
tempering freedom for chil- 
dren with boundaries and she 
had no problem with giving a 
ticking-off when children be- 
came anarchic rather than free- 
spirited. 

It was she who would risk un- 
popularity by standing up. her 
face set, at the weekly school 
ma ting where the process of 
self-government took place, to 
berate the whole lot of us if she 
felt we were letting the school 
down. The Neills’ daughter, 
Zoe, remembers bow hard it 
could be for Ena; “Lots of peo- 
ple spoke lovingly about Neill, 
saying how benign he was, how 
impressive that be could run the 
school without ever seeming to 
lose his temper, but that was be- 
cause he left it to Mum to lay 
down the law. to be the dragon.” 

Born Ena Woof, she grew up 
in West Mailing, Kent and 
studied nursing before marry- 
ing BHlWxxl an illustrator. She 


got to know A^- Neffl when, de- 
serted by Bill she sent their son 
Peter to S umm erhill. When the 
photographic studio where she 
worked was bombed during the 
Second TO>dd War, she planned 
to go to America and told NeOl 
that Peter would be leaving 
SummerhilL The school was 
moving to Whies and NeOl of- 
fered her a job as cook. When 
his first wife became ill, Ena 

nursed her and developed sound 

managerial skills which bene- 
fited the school considerably 
then and later, when it moved 
to Leiston in Suffolk in 1945. 

But when, in 1944, Neill 
married Ena, 27 years bis junior, 
there was resentment among 
people who felt she had insin- 
uated her way in and was “not 
suitable”. Throughout A-S. 
Neill’s life, Ena was aware that 



Neill: “the dragon' 


and her as simply his wife, yet 
she maintained an impeccable 
discretion and dignity. She was 
sometimes rattled when Neill's 
many women fans would visit or 
write, speculating about how it 

must be to live with such a great 

man. But Neill recognised that 
she would be the wife he want- 
ed: “My wife has to be more 
than a success with herself and 
me ... she has to succeed with 
herself, me and the work.” 

In 1986, Ena Neill retired 

and banded the headship to Zoe 

Readhead (Zoe had married 
Tbny Readbead, a local farmer), 
something she knew AS. Neill 
would have wanted. Zoe recol- 
lects with amusement: “She 
didn't really feel ready to re- 
linquish her grip but even 
though we didn’t always see eye- 
to-eye the friendship we had al- 
ways remained very strong.” _ 

As a pupil at Summerhill for 
four years during the 1950s, my 
enduring memory is of Ena’s 
kindne ss, her ability to spot 
when you needed her. 1 was very . 
ho mesick at first and remember 
Fun appearing as 1 sat howling 
on my bed one day. She sat be- 
side me and talked practical 
sense in the gruff voice which 
papered over great kindness and 
compassion. Ena often talked of 
needing to be mother to the 
children (and to staff too) but 
she was never sentimental nor 
did she ever impose or make her 
acts of kindness a demand for 
affection or gratitude. 

She worked extraordinarily 
hard to make sure the school 
functioned and things operated 
as they should - whether it 
meant ordering the groceries, 
getting in a plumber, dealing 
with inspectors or troublesome 
pupils, or gening a child who 
bad fallen out of a tree and 
crushed a limb to hospital. To 
me Ena seemed like a battieship. 
a powerful and often daunting 
presence, but there was great se- 
curity in knowing that, beyond 
doubt, she was there to care for 
us and protect 115. 

- Angela Neustotter 


John Carswell 

Sitting in a cafe in Athens sip- 
ping an ouzo, 1 discovered in 
your paper to my horror that I 
had just died, writes Professor John 
Carswei [further to the obituary 
by Ruth Gorb, 18 November). 
But, to my relief it was not me. 

Although I never met the 
other John Carswell, over the 
years our paths have crossed 
with some confusion. His moth- 


er was Catherine Carswell a 
friend of DJL Lawrence; my 
mother bore the same name, 
and was noL He was a writer 
and so am I; indeed, at one stage 
we both had the same publish- 
er, Oxford University Press, 
which was under the illusion in 
its catalogue that we were one 
and the same. When 1 was sent 
his royalties by mistake, 1 was 


cheered up to find they were as 
meagre as mine. 

A little later, I received a let- 
ter from Sir George Wridenfeld, 
correctly addressed to me in 
Beirut, inviting me to write a 
book about the rise of the 
British economy in die 18th cen- 
tury. I replied that, while this 
was not in the forefront of my 
mind, I would be happy to 


write about the fall of the Ar- 
menians in the 17th century. I 
did not receive a reply. 

Over the years, I had bills 
both from his wine merchant 
and his bootmaker. I also re- 
ceived an invitation to become 
a member of the Travellers Club, 
which I accepted with alacrity. 
I may weB be an impostor. 

When he was Secretary of 


the British Academy, he sent me 
a letter addressed to “Dear 
John Carswell” telling me the 
academy bad just awarded me 
a grant of £5,000, and signed 
“John Carswell”. At this point 
be must surely have become 
aware of the complications of 
having an aher ego. In 1967, as 
I wrote fervent letters to the 
Times from Beirut about the 


plight of the Palestinians, it 
was unfortunately he who be- 
came the target of vociferous at- 
tacks from British Zionists, 
who had looked up the name in 
the London telephone book. 

We never met, and friends 
who knew both of us said that 
this was perhaps just as welL 
But. now he is no longer with 
us, I rather miss him. 


ographer and editor, 1832; Nancy 
MItfard, novelist and biographer, 
1904. Deaths: Giovanni Lorenzo 
Bemud, sculptor, 1680; Enid Mary 
Bfyton, drildren’s bock author; J96&, 
On this day: the Royal Society was 
founded, 1660; Sim Fein was found- 
ed, 1905; Albania was proclaimed in- 
dependent ofHxrkey, 1912. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Catherine 
Laboure, St James of the March, St 
Joseph Pignatelli, St . Simeon 
Metaphrastes and Si Stephen the 
Younger. 

Sandfbrd St Martin 
Trust 

Lord Rees-Mogg presented the 
Sandford St Martm Thist Awards for 
outstanding religious programmes bn 
television in the past two years at a 
reception and luncheon held yes- 
terday at Lambeth Palace by per- 
mission of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George Carey. Mr 
Gerard Mansell received the guesis. 
The Chairman of Judges was Mr 
David Glencross. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.42pm. 

Unted SJ*ago*u«= 0»-34J ***-J*t 
eradon of s INCOME 0181^02 2243. 
Union of Liberal nd Pwpwdv* Sjn» 

BeRUe *0t71-S»16O.RefcfTnSynaB0pM 

®?&8rtatalMt-M94nt.Sp«ld.»d 

0171*328 KB*. 
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The heavy weather and tong grind are in- 
dicative of the Government’s priorities. It 
is being made dear that the national min- 
imum wage will not come into effect un- 
til the end of next year at the earliest. 
Margaret Beckett published the Bill yes- 
terday, but it is an enabling measure, with . 
the details - including the level and some 
of the scope of the minimum wage -to be 
set out in regulations later. The bits that 
matter will be decided after the Low Pay 
Commission reports next spring. 

Not that we should be surprised by the 
delay. Labour never promised a timetable, 
and lb ay Blair's defensive posture on the 
issue beans the scars of having defended 
the policy - and the level of £3.20 an hour 
- as employment spokesman at the 1992 
election. But there is no need for it to take 
this long: there is a difference between oon- 
sultation and procrastination. 

Th? principle of a minimum wage is am- 
pie and it is right. The most powerful ar- 
gument is not directly one of social justice. 


but of practicality. It is wasteful and per- 
verse for taxpayers to subsidise employers 
who undercut their rivals by paying low- 
er and lower wages. Given that the state, 
for reasons both of the common interest 
and of social justice, supplements the wages 
of many of the lowest-paid through Fam- 
Oy Credit, allowing a free-fdr-aD at the bot- 
tonrend of the labour market simply invites 
abuse. 

The minimum wage should be central 
to the Chancellor’s ambition to unify the 
tax and benefits system, mainly because it 
would simplify Rnnily Credit and increase 
the likelihood that people on benefit 
would be better off in vrorfc By coincidence, 

the C hancel lor and the Secretary of State 
for Education and Employment published 
.a joint paper yesterday called “Employment 
Opportunity for All". It is all about how 
to move people from welfare to work and 
“make work pay", and of course it men- 
tions the minimum wage, but it is hardly 
stitched into New Labour’s banners and 


Bern U'g IL - * U® i m i nmm i* -“tr- _ 

the starting point: it makes sense, it is the 

settled policy of the Government, it enjoys 
overwhelming public support and it forms 
the platform cm which reform of the tar 
and benefit system should be buflL 

So, why should the Gcrverameiit not ask 
Professor George Bain, the chairman of 
the arm's-length Low Pay Commission, to 
come up with a figure by Christmas, 
knock off 5p an hour, and legislate in the 
New Year? 

Well, there is one important issue of 
coverage to be settled, and that is the ex- 
tent to which the minimum wage applies 
to young people. Here, the Government 
seems to have trod unnecessarily warily 
on the sensitivities of the trade unions.lt 
was Peter Mandelson, the “ min i s ter for 
looking ahead" as he described himself, 
who looked ahead and by mistake shared 
what he saw with a fringe meeting at 
Labour’s Brighton conference last month. 
“I think: there will be a differential, ” he 





it much. They are suspicious of Mr : Mj* 
delson, and of any weakening of 
Swage- Indeed, if the argum^ for 

a minimum wage is an argument fromat 

jzenship, then delaying the 

JvtoM would seem a controversial and 
ment, and the economic casefor a tovrer 

rate for people up to the age of 25 
vhehnii^Weontyhave fotookto ^ 

astro phically high levels of jrauth 
unemployment in France to 
that. Citizenship is all voy ^ bu .. 
worth much without thecbanwofajob. 
This is not a complicated or difficult case 


to&foei i. forthe Government 

A “ ,ha i rc ^riwrfOTaU busine®- 
,o persuade ammon^“ Dowup hiH", m 

former Prime 



sbake-ouL 

oouise, there i wU " ££*5 
Some jobs «B ^^L^SMinis- 
1 ® mS notable 

ter once declared. But L^^of the low- 
the increased spajd®S jjjflmie is limited 
paid will create J - g t that in 
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Post letters to Letters to the Editor 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


LETTERS 


Museum charges 


Sin You rightly stress that the 
contents of the national muse- 
ums and galleries in the UK are 
the property of the public 
(“Don't end one of our few 
great Enlightenment legacies", 

26 November). I would like to 
point out that a very consider- 
able proportion of them, when 
not paid for out of taxpayers 
money, was in the past donat- 
ed or bequeathed or partly fi- 
nanced from private sources on 
the assumption that members 
of the public would enjoy free 
access to them. 

The state has an obligation, 
which it has until very recent- 
ly always respected, to provide 
adequate financing for the day- 
lo-dav running of these un- 
equalled public educational 
assets. But owing to repeated 
cuts over recent years, trustees 
are now being compelled - of- 
ten much against their wishes 
- to exploit their coflections by 
holding the public to ransom for 
access to Us own property. 

In my view this is totally un- 
acceptable as a matter of basic 
principle (and so going be- 
yond any attempts to alleviate 
the impact of charging). Writ- 
ing as a collector with some- 
thing to offer. 1 am all in favour 
of genuine partnership between 
the private sector and the state 
for the benefit of the public. But 
if and when the slate falls short 
of its evident duty 1 shall feel 
most sadly driven to reconsid- 
er my own possible involve- 
ment. 

Sir DENTS MAHON 
London SW1 



Children in care 

Sfo Young peoptohavebeanl^ 

down by the state childcare 

system (report, 19 November) 
but we need to be dear as to 

what action needs to be taken. 
The Government refuses to 

fund a third year of basic social 
. r_ h . ii n in O Ip3V- 


woric proiesHuuoi 
ing UK social workers with an 
inferior qualification to those m 
many European and other 
countries. The social work pro- 
fession still awaits a regulatory 
body independent of employers 
— anyone can call him/herseif a 
“social worker". There is no 


SUUdl • 

process for de-registering a so- 
dal worker. Unless sufficient 


Sir. Not all visitors to Britain and 
iis museums are affluent 
tourists. In the last 12 months I 
have taken at least eight Czech 
friends, many of them future 
teachers of English, to London 
galleries and museums in which 
they encountered more of their 
compatriots. My visitors live in 
small towns and they were ex- 
cited by the quality and range of 
ihe displays, which exceeded 
what they had seen even in 
Prague. None of them could 
have afforded one entrance 
ticket at the prices demanded by 
the charging museums. 

TONY DAVIS 
London E7 


tain tickets and for those who 
cannot afford to pay there is, in 
France, one free day a week. 

In affluent Britain, those 
who can pay should do so, na- 
tive and tourist alike, but the 
one free day would make art 
available to all. Incidentally, 
there are concessions in Euro- 
pean countries for EU citi- 
zens. 

CLIVE CUNNINGHAM 
Brentford, Middlesex 


I look forward to Mike Foster’s 
Bill against hunting with dogs 
receiving a fair reading today. 
G LAWRENCE 
London SW7 


Deer hunters 


Sir. I have recently visited the 
Prado and the Baron Thyssen 
museum in Madrid, the Louvre 
and the Musee D’Orsay in 
Paris. They are well patronised; 
one usually has to queue to ob- 


Sir: The recent “bloody re- 
venge" for the stag hunt ban on 
National Trust property (report. 
25 November) clearly proves 
what the anti-blood sports lob- 
by have claimed all along- That 
the culling of wild stag by gun 
is more efficient, more eco- 
nomic and more humane than 

hunting with dogs ever was. The 

venison sold as a result will be 
both nutritious and free from 
the toxins produced by a wild 
mammal when hunted to the 
point of exhaustion by hounds. 


Sin Wc are now seeing the ugly 
face of hunting. This is not con- 
tioL this is not conservation, this 
is not about job preservation. 
This is cold, callous and or- 
chestrated. 

The Quantock Stagbounds 
have not lessened their hunting 
activities. They still hunt twice 
a week. Hunting countries have 
been loaned by the other West 
Country deerbunts. In fact they 
now have a larger area over 
which to hunt. 

STEPHEN HONEY 

Taunton, Somerset 


from the responsible landown- 
ers, police, wardens etc, to dis- 
courage unnecessary shooting. 
Red deer thrive in many areas 
of the UK quite happily with- 
out hunting and the fanning 
community in those areas 
doesn't see the need to resort 
to wholesale slaughter. 
ATUFTER 

Taunton, Somerset 


accordingly. They have also 
voluntarily operated pro bono 
publico litigation, in deserving 
cases. But you have to earn 
en o ugh to enable you to work, 
at times, for nothing. This the 
Government seems to be intent 
upon making impossible, and 
the public will suffer. 
STANLEY BEST 
Winkkigh, Devon 


No win, no fee 


Sir. The vast majority of deer 
culled on the Quantocks and 
Exmoor have always been shot 
by marksmen - the hunt took 
a relatively small number - as 
proved by the Savage Report 
for the National Trust What is 
now required is co-operation 


Sir. You report (“Irvine defiant 
over legal aid shake-up". 19 No- 
vember) the determination of 
the Government, via the Lord 
Chancellor, to continue the 
wrecking of legal aid begun by 
the last government. 

It is thoroughly cynical to 
pretend that solicitors will be 
able to offer a “no win, no fee 
scheme for the majority of cas- 
es and that is particularly true 

of those who, for years, have op- 
erated the legal aid scheme on 
lower fees than are paid by pri- 
vately paying clients and who 
have accepted lower incomes 


Sir. Three points need to be 
made on the proposed adoption 
of conditional fees for lawyers 
(“Irvine defiant over legal aid 
shake-up", 19 November). 

All conditional fee systems 
are bound to involve conflicts 
of interest. If, in a case worth 
£100,000. the advocate is of- 
fered £30.000 at the door of the 
court, his advice is bound to be 

tempered by his awareness that 
a bird in the hand is worth much 

more than the uncertainties of 
a trial. This sort of situation is 
painful to the advocate and un- 
fair to the client. 

Any firm of solicitors or set 
of chambers that operates too 


conservative a policy will lose 
work: any firm or set of cham- 
bers that operates too liberal a 
policy will lose money. Every 
case that involves an asessment 
of a person’s state of mind, and 
that includes every case in- 
volving an allegation of fraud 
or dishonesty, will now be too 
speculative to take on. It is al- 
most axiomatic that any case 
with a prospect erf success that 
can be assessed at over 60 per 
cent should be settled in any 
event We should have a system 
which results in only the un- 
certain and problematic cases 
going to court. These are just 
the sort of cases that are going 
to be denied a bearing. 

Conditional fees will work to 
the advantage of those who can 
spread the risk. A large firm of 
solicitors which has won its 
previous 30 conditional fee cas- 
es may be able to take a flyer 
on the next two or three. A sm all 
firm of solicitors or an individ- 
ual barrister may be crippled by 
three, two or even one large fail- 
ure.^ The Bar cannot survive with 


the sword of bankruptcy hang- 
ing over the beads of perfectly 
competent practitioners. Pres- 
sure is bound to grow for some 
form of risk-sharing, for exam- 
ple pooling the uplift in fees so 
tha t it is distributed equally 
amongst members of cham- 
bers, to compensate individuals 
for lost fees. 

ROBERT WILLER 
Lincoln’s Inn 
London WC2 


and appropriate training and 
regulation are introduced, . 
working with vulnerable chil- 
dren and young people will be 
relatively easy to achieve. 

Rhetoric is not the answer - 
a quality, well-funded and_re- 
sourced service is. More im- 
portant is to put money into 

preventive services in kxal com- 
munities. Social workers all too 
often feel as if they are react- 
ing to crises rather than being 

able to prevent them. 

We are taking steps to im- 
prove the state care of children, 
but we will have to accept that 
abuse and ill-treatment will al- 
ways occur, because of the de- 

viousness of its perpetrators. W; 

therefore need to look at how 
to improve care, to m inimis e the 
need for children to live away 
from home and to give a dear 
message to anyone who ill- 
treats a child that they will be 
dealt with in the most severe 
and uncompromising manner. 
PHILIP J MEASURES 
Secretary 

Association of Professional 
Social Workers 
Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire 


Planet of doom 


Mourning Hitler 


Sin J C B Gill writes “It should 
not be forgotten that when 
Belfast was blitzed Eamon de 
Valera authorised the Dublin 
Fire Brigade to be dispatched 
to assist in quenching the fires 
and helping the injured” (Let- 
ters, 22 November). 

Is that the same Eamon de 
Valera who called at the Ger- 
man Embassy on 2 May 1945 
la sign the condolence book for 
Adolf Hitler? 

WILLIAM LONG 
Loughton, Essex 


No poetry or theology, but a very nice line in ready cash 

^ i ' - , ___ might put them on the Punch M3 

_ . , <i r .^omhurivi vuanL once reviewed. So the re- g“ P ■ i mtMpm. US 1 



MILES 


I hadn’t seen Jack for years. In 

feet almost ail 1 knew about him 
was that his name was Jack - 1 

didn’t even know he was called 
Jack Lane until I read his obit- 
uary the other day. He was d- 

vrays Jack to me, a gruff, 
friendly, elderly figure who was 

one of the men in charge of Gas- 
ton’s bookshop, and as I read 

through his obituary (which was 

11 .. hnnlrc at all), a slice 


through ms ooHua*j i 

KINGTON S^pKtreet life came back 

unannounced. 

I never worked in Fleet 

Street in the sense of being a dai- 
ly journalist, but 20yeara ago the 

Punch offices were jus! .200 
yards to the south of Fleet 
Street and Gaston’s bookshop 


Gaston’s (have I remembered 
the name and the initials right?) 
was that it was the only book- 
shop I have ever encountered 
which was not open to the pub- 
lic. There was a notice in the win- 
dow saying “Librarians And 
Suppliers Only". This was be- 
cause Gaston’s bought aU the 
books they could from review- 
ers, who were the suppliers, 
and sold them to librarians, 
who were the librarians. If you 
did ao in, you wouldfind books, 
certainly, but what struck your 
eye first was piles of books 
marked Durham Library, PlaB- 
tow Library, Devizes Library . ■- 
It was a classic meeting ot 
supply and demand, libraries 
wanted books at less than trade 

a ■ n*on> OTVEfl 


JUVA-l B 

was about the same distance o R^ewers were given 

books which they mostly didn’t 


want, once reviewed. So the re- 
viewers sold the books to Gas- 
ton’s at about half price and 
Gaston’s sold them on at about 
two-thirds price, and everyone 
was happy, except perhaps the 
author and publisher. 

I didn't review many books, 
but I was the literary editor of 
Punch which meant nothing 
more than that I commissioned 
the book reviews and therefore 
could lay my hands on more 
books than the average review- 
er. Each week publishers would 
send us copies of new books and 
although we could only review 
a fraction of them, they kept 
sending them, and I would like 
to say a heartfelt thank you 

rather belatedly. 

If the books were very nice 

and useful or just decorative, we 


might put them on the Punch 
bookshelves - in fact I remem- 
ber finding a lovely first edition 
of the Savoy Cocktail Book from 
the late 1920s which still had a 
review slip inside saying “Please 
do not review this book before 
July 12 1929" Obviously Gas- 
ton’s did not exist on July 12 
1929, or the chaps in those days 
were too gratlemanly to take ad- 
vantage, but in my day there was 

a great deal of stuff that simply 
cried out to be taken out and 
passed on to a good home, at a 
profiL First novels, political 
memoirs, ghosted sporting lives 
_ all went on the little journey 
up to Fleet Street, across that fa- 
mous (and lethal) thorough- 
fare and up Chancery Lane, 
where Jack or Frank would 
look up and say, “Oh, hello. 


Miles - what have you got for 
us today?" 

Then they would skim 
through the books and give me 

cash. There is nothing quite like 

being paid in cash. Occasional- 
ly I have been paid in cash for 

doing musical jobs, and once for 

an after dinner speech, but the 

magic autumn leaves that fell 
from Gaston’s float were the 
best of all, and helped to save 
my life at the time, as Punch was 
a desperately mean employer. 

Although this shifting of 
books fell slightly shady, it did 

involve a tove of books as well. 
Jack knew what would sell and 
what would not sell (“No Poet- 
ry Or Theology " was another 
notice that adorned the shop) 
and also knew what to read. 
“Have you tried this? It’s ac- 


tually rather good," he would 
say, waving a new arrival at me, 
and very often I would buy it 
from him (also at half price) and 
be glad I had done so. Occa- 
sionally we would go out for a 
drink together, especially at 
Christmas time, and I remem- 


ber once being accompanied by 
him and the travelling rep from 
Mitchell Beazley. (It was not just 
poverty-stricken reviewers and 
literary gems who went to Gas- 
ton's: the salesmen with left-over 
books on their hands went there 
too.) I asked the rep, curiously, 
whal books he couldn’t shift and 
he showed me among other 
things a colour book on veg- 
etables (how to grow them as 
well as how to cook them) 
which I admired and which he 
gave me because it was Christ- 


mas and which I have used 
more than any other cook book 
since then, I think. 

But the thing I most re- 
member about Jack, never men- 
tioned in his obituary, was his 
collection of apostrophes. He 
delighted in spotting misused 
apostrophes. Things Ake“The 
Jones’ es cat” had him chortling 
with fury. Before I transacted my 
books, I usually had to hear his 
• latest “I spotted a wonderful 
one in the Old Kent Road the 
other day," he would say. “A 
double misuse ! A cafe called 
‘Joes Ears’! They'd left the 
apostrophe out of Joes but 
they’d put one in Eatis! The 
cretins! It made my day.” 

I am sorry he is dead, but I 
am glad I spotted his obituary. 
That made my day too. 
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Sir. The appearance of Venus 
in the December sky (“Venus's 
rivers of molten chalk", 25 No- 
vember) is indeed timely, coin- 
ciding with next week's Kyoto 
conference on global warming. 

Venus experiences non-stop 
thunder, 3km visibility, sul- 
phuric add douds and a tem- 
perature of 450C. As its 
atmosphere is mainly carbon 
dioxide (93 per cent), our plan- 
etary neighbour may offer a 
taste of things to come should 
delegates fail to grasp the glob- 
al wanning nettle. 

Dr S MARIC 
Sheffield 
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Spare the risk, and 
cocoon the child 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

OVER-PROTECTED 

CHILDREN 


In these punitive times what a breath of fresh 
air it is to hear someone use the words “cM- 
dren” and “freedom” in the same sentence. 
Jacqueline Lang, headmistress of an inde- 
pendent school, made a sensible little 
speech about how we over-protect our chil- 
dren and it has become front page news. That 
such common sense is deemed newsworthy 
is an indication of how far wc are from ab- 
sorbing it We are so used to seeing the word 
children linked lo words such as risk, abuse, 
curfew that to talk of childhood as a time 
of excitement and exploration and invigo- 
rating risk taking seems outrageous. 

This may be because we have been so 
busy recreating modern childhood in the im- 
age of our own addled adulthood that we 
cannot see the damage we are doing. The 
grown-up complaints of lack of time, of feel- 
ing stressed-out, of perceiving the world as 
an increasiqgty dangerous place have all been 
passed on to our offsprin g . Whereas many 
people remember the long, slow idling of 
their own childhoods, the summer holidays 
that went on for ever and ever, now kids feel 
as harassed and rushed and anxious as the 
rest of us. 

One of the basic problems always seems 
to me to be that some parents will not leave 
their children alone to amuse themselves. 
The idea of doing nothing is an anathema 
in oiir puritanical, work-obsessed culture. So 
despite the fact that “doing nothing" may 
be both creative and relaxing, good parenting 
has in some eyes become a frantic activity 
which involves constantly stimulating the 
child. These poof creatures, with dark cir- 
cles under their eyes, cannot flop in front 
of the TV when they get home from school 
but must learn to play an instrument, because 
that is what well-rounded individuals do. 

Even babies are not immune to such nut- 
ty behaviomr. Every tdy must be education- 
al, as though ptay for 'play’s sake were 
somehow a waste of time; for we implicitly 
telf our children that what is more impor- 
tant in the balance between work .and play 
is always work. Many toys are no longer what 
you give children, so that you can get on with 
whatever it is you want to do, but compli- 
cated objects often needing adult supervi- 
sion to make sure they are played with 

correctly. 

As children get older, we begin to wor- 
ry even more if they appear to be doing noth- 
ing. Hanging out, hanging around, those 
endless hours of sitting on walls and eating 
chips in the street are now perceived as 
threats to the very fabric of society. Sure ' 
enough, there are some kids who will get into 
trouble if they are allowed out at all hours; 
but there are just as many who will not re- 
spond well to curfews. Mrs Lang’s views are 


significant, too, in that she talked of loos- 
ening the restrictions on children at a time 
when the state wants to introduce more i md 
more. School inspectors tutting at Stnn- 
merhill, proposals for banning the purchase 
of cigarettes to those under 18, alongside 
Jack Straw's proposals to overhaul the 
youth justice system, point to a further reg- 
ulation of young people. Indeed, adolesce nts, 
though avid consumers of the myth of free- 
dom and independence, find themselves 
more and more financially dependent on 
their parents. Teenagers, it seems to me, arc 
really not going to get much out of this Gov- 
ernment, which is big on their rcsponsibfl- 
ities but has little to say about their rights. 

All of this is done, of course, in the name 
of caring about our children. The children 
ferried about in cars are often, once they get 
on the streets, quite a hazard. No one has 
taught them bow to cross a rood, as they have 
been too busy coaching them as to what to 
say to paedophiles. Yet while we all nod our 
heads in agreement that it is better for chil- 
dren to walk or use public transport, there 
is a degree of dishonesty here. If children 
went to local schools, then there would not 
be a question about walking to them. If com- 
munity were really as valued as it is claimed, 
then we would want our childr en to live near 
their schoolmates. Yet when the children of 
our Prime Minister travel hallway across 
London, what hope is there that this is a re- 
alisable goal? 

In making the world a dangerous place, 
we over-assess the risks to onr children and 
so prevent them from learning bow to as- 
sess the risks for themselves. The reason that 
so much drug education does not work is that 
its emphasis on danger and risk does not tal- 
ly with young people’s actual experiences of 
drug use. We also forget our own growing- 
up; we forget how sometimes we learnt right 
from wrong by doing wrong. We learnt about 
perverts from teasing them and then run- 
ning away, we learnt about drugs by taking 
them and about sex by messing about and, 
if we were lucky, we learnt about pregnan- 
cy and disease and even death through some- 
one else’s misfortune and not our own. 

Like any parent I would hope that my own 
kids do not do some of the things I did, 
though mostly I hope that they will not lie 
to me as much as I lied to my mother. Yet 
as my eldest daughter enters the wonderful 
world of the teenager, 1 am relieved to see 
that there is safely in numbers. When she 
and her friends take the tube to the West 
End to buy stationery and ice-cream and 
hang about giggling, this gang of girls has 
little to fear. They are confident. Why 
shouldn’t I be? They feel that they are un- 
touchable. I used to fed much the same at 
their age. 

But the great thing of course is that once 
your child can go about by itsel£ you have 
more time too, and you can relax and see 
that there are probably no more risks than 
there ever were. What is more, you may have 
to admit that a life without risk is a kind of 
half-life. Another reason that Mis Lang’s 
speech was so refreshing was because to 
share her view, you need a kind of faith in 
children, a belief that they will be OK in the 
end. 

Instead too many of us are afraid of what 
we have produced, scared of what our kids 
may turn into. Our fear of our own future 
circumscribes their present. Surely though 
the kids are all right and, as Simone de Beav- 
oir once wrote, “It is not a question of stop- 
ping the movement of life; it is a question 
of fulfilling it." 



Tony and Gordon: the continuing 
saga of a beautiful friendship 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

POLITICAL 

RELATIONSHIPS 


Cordon Brown is on a roll. If 
you doubt far a second how for- 
midable a politician the Chan- 
cellor is, consider how he 
managed this week to delight 
his party - by playing Santa to 
the pensioners - without even 
momentarily arresting the 
growth of his “Iron laddie" 
reputation in the markets. 
There was lavish personal 
praise for his “Green Budget" 
- especially in the daily diet of 
the Labour Party faithful, the 
Daily Mirror and the Guardian. 
Amid a II the fulsome coverage 
there was just a hint that Brown 
is a radical in a way that Ibny 
Hair isn’t - that it’s at the Trea- 
sury rather than at Number 10 
that the true Labour flame is re- 
ally burning. And now whafs 
this? A Daily Telegraph inter- 
view which while laying heavy 
emphasis on the Chancellor’s 
dark, brooding good looks, his 
tentative marriage plans, his un- 
doubted attractiveness to 
women, elicits some mildly 
contentious answers. No, he 
doesn't like the term (promot- 
ed by some in the Blair circle) 
“rebranding of Britain”. And 
no, he isn’t up for “all this 
touchy-feely stuff". What’s that. 


if not just what Tony Blair has 
been up to - for example in his 
post-Diana relations with the 
Royal Family? A difference of 
view between the two indis- 
putably most powerful men in 
the Government? 

This may sound like nitpick- 
ing Kremlinology gone mad. 
Nevertheless the question mat- 
ters because this is by a long way 
the most important alliance in 
public life. History win show, 
surely, that this is in the big 
league of deeply influential po- 
litical relationships, cm a par with 
-say- Asquilh-Uqyd George or 
Bevin-Attlee. So to understand 
what's going on, and to take the 
measure of the bitternesses and 
antagonisms that undoubtedly 
surface from time to time among 
some of the acolytes ofbolh men, 
it’s necessary to understand it a 
little better. 

The first point is the famil- 
iarity, horn of daily, intensive 
contact since the 1980s. Brown 
and Hair came into govern- 
ment already knowing each 
other better than most politi- 
cians get to know each other 
through their whole career. 
They wrote each other’s 
speeches. Blair’s most famous 
slogan as Shadow Home Sec- 
retary “tough on crime, tough 
on the causes of crime" had 
been invented by Brown and 
unhesitatingly offered to his cot- 
league. The push immediately 
after the 1992 election for 
Labour to shed its union-dom- 
inated and tax-and- spending 
past had been forged jointly, in 
endless discussions between 
the two men in one or other of 
their adjacent offices. And 
while Brown had of course 
desperately wanted to succeed 
John Smith, the fundamental 
ideas on which Blair cam- 
paigned for the leadership in 
1994 had a shared copyright. 

Given that background, you 


need to distinguish between 
Brown’s relations with Blair, 
and that between some of 
Brown's friends and some of 
Blair’s. The two men see and 
telephone each other daily, 
sometimes as often as three 
limes a day. This makes the re- 
lationship more mysterious and 
wide-ranging than any other in 
politics. But it also makes it clos- 
er, Brown and Blair know each 
other at least as wefl as they know 
most of their own entourages. 
The two men's press secretaries, 
Alistair Campbell and Charlie 
Whelan, show every sign of 
working together closely. But it 
would be understandable, for ex- 
ample, if some at Number 10 re- 
sented the feet that Blair took all 
the flak over the Bemie Eccle- 
stone donation while Brown 
soaks up all the praise for this 
week's budget Blair himse lf is 
utterly immune to this, believing 
simply that good publicity for 
Gordon Brown helps everyone 
in government, including him. 
Conversely those dose to Brown 
have recently been going out of 
their way to emphasise the ex- 
tent to Much the Green Budget 
proposals - including the high- 
ly political handout to pension- 
ers- were worked out m consort 
between Chancellor and Prime 
Minister. 

This doesn’t, of course, mean 
they are not different people. Or 
that there are not sharp and im- 
portant disagreements. Blair 
rejected the SO percent top rate 
of tax proposed by Brown, and 
insisted cm an EMU referendum 
pledge. Equally Blair took some 
persuading that a cut in MIRAS 
in last summers budget was sen- 
sible. But this last is an instruc- 
tive case. Apparently, Brown 
returned to the Treasury, having 
discussed the issue with Blair, 
feeling that the Prime Minister 
had had the last word. It was 
only when officials persuaded 


The single currency is easy - a bigger challenge is conning 
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CORNWELL 

ENLARGEMENT 
OF THE EU 


It has been pretty heady stuff. 
Our esteemed Foreign Secre- 
tary touring the ancient capitals 
of MindEuropa this week, dis- 
missing the 45 years of the con- 
tinent’s division during the 
Cold War as aberration, and 
proclaiming that Britain will be 
a leader in the great enterprise 
of refcmtting Europe for ever. 
- For that is the true meaning of 
the next phase of EU enlarge- 
ment: restoring Warsaw, 
Prague, Budapest and the rest 
to their rightful places in the 
European fold. How right 
Robin Cook was too, to warn 
of the risk of replacing the Iron 
Curtain with a velvet curtain 
that would leave those countries 
not considered this time around 
feeling like second-class citi- 
zens Equally correctly, he in- 
sists that all 11 original 
applicants (including even the 
peculiarly problematic Tinkey) 
and not just the six probable 
first wave candidates - Cyprus, 
Poland. Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Estonia and Slovenia - 
be invited to the Buckingham 
palace conference inFebruary 
where Britain, holder of the EU 

presidency for the first half of 
1 998, will give a “flying start" 

to the enlargement marathon. 

That though will be the easy 
bit The nitty-gritty negotia- 
tions to marry the rich 
economies of Western Europe 
with their formerly Commumst 
and much poorer Eastern sisters 


will be tough enough. At least 
as hard, however, will prove the 
task of reforming the Union as 
it currently exists. For the sim- 
ple truth, which to his farther 
credit Mr Cook also pointed 
out, is that before Europe takes 
new members aboard, it must 
first put Us own house in order. 

Basically, the European 
Union is still ran according to 
the rules laid down in the 
Heaty of Rome winch set up foe 
original European Economic 
Community in 1957. Since then 
the Six have become Nine, 10, 
12 and now 15. Along the way, 
structures and policies have 
been periodjcaDy tinkered with. 
Fbr 40 years, tire engine has just 
about kept on the rails, albeit 
grinding ahead more slowly 
with each new carriage that has 
been hitched to iL But a Europe 
of 21, not to mention one of 26, 
wall surely drive our wheezing 
40 -year-old model into overdue 
retirement. For an expanded 
Europe to function at all, 
Changes will be required across 
the board -from the Common 
Agricultural Policy and the al- 
location of regional subsidies, 
and above all in the EU’s in- 
stitutions. And these changes, 
at least as much as the other 
great project of the hour, the 
single currency, will reveal just 
how supranational the future 
Europe will be. 

Hike the Brussels Commis- 
sion, the ELTs ideas factory, ex- 


ecutive and mediator rolled 
into one. With 20 members, it 
is already too big now. En- 
largement, implying at least six 
extra Commissioners, would 
render it even more unwieldy 
and incapable of decision- 
making. If it is to be streamlined 
to say 10, countries would have 
to drop their claim to at least 
one Commissioner apiece. The 
best solution would be a Com- 
mission president approved by 
all member governments, who 
then picks his own team - rather 
without regard to nationality, or 
on a loose regional basis. 

Ditto the Council of Minis : 
ters.the ultimate seat of pow- 
er in the EU, whose chair 
Britain assumes in January. 
Already the Presidency is a 
massive organisational burden 
for smaller countries, and the 
case for groups of countries 
sharing the task becomes 
steadily stronger. And Mr 
Cook’s grandiloquent under- 
takings this week do not mask 
another problem. Britain will be 
running the show for only six 
months, and will not have an- 
other turn until 2004 or 2005. 
In the- meantime other coun- 
tries, some of them undoubtedly 

less keen on enlargement, will 
be in charge. What price then 
a long-forgotten “flying start” 
at Buckingham Palace? 

Then there is the matter of 
the extension of majority vot- 
ing, something European lead- 


ers singularly failed to agree at 
their Amsterdam s ummi t in 
June. The currenL right of veto 
to protect “vital national in- 
terests" already means progress 
is arduous enough- An un re- 
formed Europe of 21 or 26 - 
even one day 30 or more - 
would resemble the UN with- 
out the Security Council Some- 
thing has to give, if the 
institution is to continue to 
function. The choice lies be- 
tween some form of weighted 
majority voting that is landing 
or, more probably, a generalised 
right of “opt out” - in other 
words a multi-speed Europe in 
which the convoy need not 
move at the speed of the slow- 
est ship, and where on partic- 
ularly voyages, some ships need 
not leave harbour at alL 
This is precisely what is hap- 
pening with the single curren- 
cy. However debatable the 
euro’s economic merits, it is a 
vastly simpler project than en- 
largement. Why? For one thing , 
it wfll have at most 11 members 
to begin with, all committed to 
an agreed goal Second, because 
they are united on the objective, 
they have found it easier to sur- 
render sovereignty- not just to 
an independent central bank, 
but to one on whose board they 
are not even guaranteed a seat 
The horsetrading beforehand 
(who will be president of the 
bank, its links with political au- 
thority) is fierce. But when the 


deal is done, there will be no 
turning back. 

AD of which leads to the fi- 
nal and most important conse- 
quence. The changes mooted 
above are both essential, if an 
expanded Europe is to work 
properly, and momentous. 
Properly executed, they should 
be a step towards the “people’s 
Europe" beloved of Messrs 
Cook and Blair, a Europe more 
accessible and comprehensi- 
ble to the average citizen, do- 
ing things that have a tangible 
impact on his daily life. But per- 
force, this Europe will be more 
supranational It must therefore 
be more accountable and de- 
mocratic. The obvious, but con- 
troversial means of achieving 
this is to increase the powers of 
the European Parliament, the 
EU’s one directly elected body, 
whose members are currently 
more celebrated for their al- 
leged wizardry with expense ac- 
counts than for their legislative 
bite. But if not the European 
Parliament, then what ? 

Such are the preconditions of 
successful EU expansion. 
Ultimately of course the option 
remains of doing nothing, of 
giving the negotiations a rous- 
ing ceremonial send-off in Lon- 
don, and then quietly ensuring 
they go nowhere. But as Mr 
Cook’s talking this week un- 
derlines, that would be worse 
than funking the issue. It would 
be a betrayal 


the Chancellor lo have anoth- 
er go that he reopened the is- 
sue with Number 10. In other 
words Brown behaved precise- 
ly like a loyal Chancellor with a 
recognition of Blair’s role as the 
First Lord of the Tteasmy. It says 
a lot for Brown's towering po- 
sition in the Government that 
this should seem almost 
counter-intuitive. It is easy to 
make myths; and one is that 
Brown has never, deep in his 
heart, accepted that he, and not 
Blair, became leader. Some of 
his opponents appear to think 
so. But that doesn't make it true. 

And those very disagree- 
ments occur in the ebb and flow 
of endless conversation be- 
tween two politicians with 
shared values and experience. 
Margaret Thatcher once 
claimed that she didn’t know 
Nigel Lawson was shadowing 
the Deutschmark until she read 
about in the Financial Tunes. 
You can't, given the frequency 
of contact between the two 
men, ever imagine Blair being 
in a similar position. Civil ser- 
vants quite often complain in 
private that Blair and Brown 
have too many meetings to- 
gether in which officials are not 
present, or telephone calls in 
whit* there is not a civil servant 
listening on the line. They may 
have a point; one consequence 
is that decisions are not always 
easily understood by the offi- 
cials who have to implement 
them. But it also means that dis- 
agreements don’t so often be- 
come institutionalised as 
familiar set-piece territorial 
battles between Number 10 
and the Treasury. As an origi- 


nally distinctly untrusting 
Brown takes more officials - 
such as the monetary pdky per- 
manent secretary Sir Nigel 
Wicks and his own recent ap- 
pointee Gus O’Donnell — into 
his confidence that may anyway 
start to change. But the one-to- 
one meetings aren’t going to 
stop, however much some of- 
ficials would prefer them to. 

In the run-up to John 
Smith’s death, there was a tri- 
angle of the three most active- 
ly modernising politicians in the 
Labour Party: Gordon Brown, 
Tony Blair and Peter Mandel- 
son. Since Blair became leader 
only one side of this triangular 
relationship has fractured, that 
between Brown and Mandebon. 

Maybe the Brown- Blair re- 
lationship does defy gravity; 
didn’t Lloyd George after all 
bleakly say that there was no 
friendship at the top? But they 
would need each other even if 
they didn’t like each other. 
Brown's strategic clarity and 
modernising drive have been 
crucial to Blair; Blair has re- 
connected the party with the 
electorate, and he remains what 
Britain voted for on 1 May. 
Brown is a restless, driven 
politician who certainly still 
wants to be prime minister. He 
may yet, in time, become so; 
perhaps precisely as Callaghan 
did when Wilson went in 1976. 
But he also knows that his suc- 
cess is intimately bound to 
Hair’s. Nothing can be sure; the 
relationship could in time go 
sour. But it hasn’t happened yet 
And until it does, it still remains 
the most potent political axis of 
modern times. 
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Final verdict iGuiniiess 

of laws, contem|»t;lqr the tru 


: ‘A cynical disregard 

I common honesty 


i 

A remarkable insight into the free 
wheeling, cavalier and flagrantly 
dishonest practices that were 
allowed to flourish in the City in the 

the mid-1980s was on display for the 

first time yesterday with 
publication of the Government^ 
long awaited report on the 

Guinness affair. Seven years after 

Department of Trade and Industry 
inspectors were sent into the 

company, most of those caught up 
in the scandal have since 

reestablished themselves and 
continue to occupy prosperous and 

high powered positions in the City 
and commerce. Despite the 

inspectors' strictures and the OJm 

cost of the investigation, further 
regulatory action seems unfikely. 




ref WVrrmrt ies in tafagoversto ati ooswas fail! c«ii 
unknown, though at least in mere gentedCSty 


“Wcfind ithardto accept (bat anyotrecookl 


nitks was wilton the ^lirit erf tbcO^ Takeover 


of f} pfnnws shares were procured by an offer •- 
of an indemnity, bado=d by a success fee”. 

Explicit in thc Tkkcover Code to 

outlaw the giving cf iudsinnitics are recoro- 
the inspectors question what Otb- 
or rxigfat to be made to the Panel to 

<Jeal with “parties not only prepared to break 
die rotes in secret but then Be in response to 


eTs founders never cootempialed”. 


de^s rlann that he knew nothing of the nris- 


was aware cf the share support operation 

and the basis of indemnities and success tecs 

on wfaidi it was earned out and authorized the 


David Donaldson QC and Ian Whrt, the OT1 

rtwratrfB i nt 


» . 

of cynica] disregani for the law, cavalier tms- 

J _ M J »nn<Ainrd mr Ihp. 


truth and common honesty, will gp some way 
at to reducing their Kcunencc in the fil- 


ter the bkL 

“ft would be easy to regard Mr Saunders 
a man mmipted by a milieu. Such an as- 

sessement would amlamaa element of trutiL 
ItwasnotNfrSamxieis^ccDreiYcdthetcd^ 
- 


Vm \ n an eloquently written chronology of one 
of Britain’s worst ever post war financial scan- 

. _ f«^*rtkdrtin/vimnMpW 
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and acquaintances, and the strug^e for 

m . — - - - iLa fnlttMMP 


o^prepared for the ctwrmity of what they efis- 

covered. “Brea at this remove in time, some 
in the CSty may experience shock at what they 
see, and pohaf® recognise, in the minor of tins 

report”. , 

Particular criticism is reserved for Ernest 
Saunders, the former Guinness chairman, 
who the inspectors say knew abou t aD as pects 
of the share support operation that formed the 
heart of the scandaL They also conclude that 
the £3m which passed through his numbered 
Swiss bank account was all along intended for 
Mr Saunders’s own personal benefit, despite 
hs protestations to the contrary. 

Mr Sannrters condemned the report as 
“blinkered and poBticafly motivated" while an- 
other ptyerin the affair LotdSpens, dismissed 
it as “fataDy flawed". 

Margaret Beckett, President of the Board 
of "Bade, said that on advice she had decided 


battle in which they were deployed. 

“On tbs other hand, itwas Mr Saunders who 

dedded what company he should keep, and what 
advfce be should annqpL Impressed bysncccss 
fin gnrta I na hire -he listened 

- • L.*.«L m ^nnit/vmif«rcinw4n > w 


m ujuju wwvw-w * 1 ” ” "* - 

it Far^xm resisting the sirens, be adqital their 
song The success trftiiehidcomqted himfur- 

ther, leading thereafter to urgustifiaUe favoun 

for cronies and sd£, and a dubious attitude to 

the truth. 



BY JEREMY 
WARNER 


not to proceed against any of thaw named for 
disqualification as company directors. Mrs 
Beckett claimed dial her hands were tied be- 
cause the judge in the first Guinness trial, Mr 

Justice Henry, had already said on the basis of 

the simil ar evidence that those convicted 
should not be d isq ualifi ed 

The inspectors conclude that without the il- 
legal share support operation mounted by Mr 
Saunders and others during the company’s bal- 
tie for control of Distillere, the rival bidder, the 
Argyll supermarkets group, would probably hare 
won. 

“T\w ordinary reader wifl, we think, readi- 
ly see that much of what went on was wrong 
by any toterabk moral standards and may well 

conclude, as we do, that if there remains any 
doubt whether such practices are prohibited, 
then that doubt should be removed ty appro- 
priate further amendments to the legislation and 
regulation”, the 309 page report concludes. 

According to the injectors there were 15 
separate supporters- During the course of the 
bid they purchased approximately a third of 
Guinness's entire share capital. Some of tbcan, 
and those that had recruited them, were later 
rewarded with ennlti million poond siooe ss fees, 
generally paid offshore or through Swiss bank 
accounts. 

During the course of the investigation it be- 
came dear that ckjaunents had been tampered 

with or destroyed or removed from the juris- 


EymaDowingfonemmeratimoaBiemcst 
gpnerousscale,tiief335iinIBoawhidiMrSann- 

ders agreed should be paid to the stock borit- 
er, Tbny (the Animal) Fames, was 
“breath takingly high", the report says. “It 

dononstrated a quite wanton approach to his 

stewardship of company foods, even igparing 
the illegalities and improprieties invcJved in 

mudi of the wodc for which the payment was 
made. 

“Yfet stronger adjectives are necessary to 
diaracteri®MrSBunderf^re®*^ to ® ,e P^' 

njentof£3 million to Sir Jack Lyons, given the 

exacerbating feature that Sir Jade did not even 
a tithe of the work done by Mr Fames, prop- 
er or improper. 

OnTlramas\\^theAmeiicanlawyerbe- 

heved by many to be the real eminence grise 
ofthe affair, the inspectors conclude; “Even cm 

the bass tiiat, as we hare concluded, Mr ^&rtfs 
share of the £52 miffion paid through MAC 

was originally intended to be £2 mflHcin. or £22 
mfflioti, and even if bis services had been di- 
rected unkjuely to proper and leg^l ends, it ap- 
pears greatly in excess of a proper fee. 

“Norwas it a matter for Mr Saundera alone 
to decide: any payment to a director required 

adedsk»oftheBoardofDirectois.MrSaun- 

. , .■ .1 inmihhhr 
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Pride before the fall: a powerful array of Guinness 
executives, bankers, lawyers and advisers celebrated 
the successful Distillers takeover at a party in the 
Savoy Hotel. Among those in the above photograph, 
as numbered in die key at left were: 


1) Eric Sanderson, British Linen Bank; 2) Ernest 
Saunders; 3) Olivier Roux; 4) Roger Seeilg, Morgan 
Grenfell; 5) Thomas Ward; 6) Christopher Reeves, 
Morgan Grenfell; 7) Graham Walsh, Morgan Grenfell; 
8) Tim Bell, Lowe Bell; 9) Lord Pennock, Morgan 
Grenfell; 10) Howard Hughes, Price Waterhouse; 11) 
Anthony Salz. Freshfields; 12) Scott Dobie. Wood 
Mackenzie; and 13) Anthony Forbes, Cazenove 


QCISbU^piW v 

have approved the payment to Mr Wfertfc even 
ftum a comparatively doefle Board that would 


gree of lame acquiescence. 

Ernest Saunders is directly accused in the 
Guinness report of intending to share in the 
secret £52m payment to Mr Ward. Mr Saun- 

. . pomAinnoh 


Account of events by Reeves and 
Mayhew questioned by inspectors 


The cast list Where 
are they now? 


In the body of the 309 page report, the in- 

• olWrahnns 


QCT5 — 

£3m of the payment was held for some months 
in his own numbered Swiss bank account Ao- 

coidmg to Mr Saunders, he merely “tenf 7 this 

yfviimt to MrWhrd. for whom the entire £52m 
was meant as a reward for his assistance dur- 
ing tbe bid. 


against those who continue to hold senior 
positions in the City. David Mayhew, a *- 

Sr partner of Cazenove, one of the City's 
top-drawer Stockbroking firms, is accused 

of giving less than the true picture m 

. Jr J «: nM ivxnHi T Unthschild Hold- 


i 

a hmit this a c co unt. “The natural inference to 
be drawn from the transfer of the Gmplus in- 

_ - « • a OmiIp 
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doemnents were created to corroborate a cer- 
tain version of events. 

“Rom the start we were faced constantly 
with untruthful, incompleije and sharply con- 
flicting testmony”, the inspectors say. We 

found ourselves unable to accept many Kxxxmls 

of events. Cbnverselywe were confronted with 

the reverre problem, wbere witnesses had al- 
ligned their stories and evidence”. 

The inspectors invite regulators, i nc l ud i ng 
the Takeover Panel the Stock Exchange, tbe 
Securities and Futures Association, and the 
Bank of England, to determine whether any 
of tbe participants are not fit and prop er per- 
sotfi to operate in the financial services industry 
or merit some lesser degree of disc iplin ary ac- 

tioa However, seasoned observnrsof tbe City 

were saying last nightthalfiirtheractionsolarig 
after the event was unlikely. “ThqfTl gp 
through the motions, but nobody will be 

stnickoff^.saklcniepailiapanL*^. chapter of 

hisoqrhasbeen^d"- 
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one; £3m .of the £52m payment was intended 
for the benefit of Mr Saunders", the inspectors 
conclude. 

“It would have required almost superhu- 
man powers of seif denial for Mr S aun ders to 


m — — 'J » 

Mr Faroes and Mr Ward while he, the archi- 


no thing but his regular salary. 

The inspectors give four reasons far be- 
lieving that the £3m was always intended for 

MrSaunde&FhstitheanioumtraiBfeiiedinlo 
his account was in tile exact sum of £3m plus 
accumulated interest on £3m “su g gesting 
strongly that the £3m was regarded as a dis- 
creet part of the ori ginal monies” . 

Second, the money remained initially in 
pa-ting, later being diversified into a mixed 
currency basket. Had the money been re- 
garded as Mr Ward’s tax escrow, as he 
claimed, the natural thing would have been 
to convert it into dollars, thecurrency of the 
tax liability. Third, if it was intended for pay- 
ment of Mr Wad's US tax liabilities, why was 


tailing tnS Healings wm» ■» 

mgs, one of the supporters, during * 

Officers of J Rothschild 
Cazenove was green pretty much a tree 
hand in the way it was atiowed to use 
Rothschild’s “firepower" in support of the 
Guinness share price. . . 

Mr Mayhew, by contrast, claimed that 
he received advance approval for all pur 
chases. Expressing -considerable unease 

about the practice of adi^xtcaDOB^tneot 

of firepower to the bid 
inspectors say they think the Rottechiki 
account “closer to the true picture . 

They riso^ie«ioQ 'whether another^; 


woldbewiihiathespinionteaflrC^ 


by Guinness of the Dewar’s scotch whisky 
brand name to Mr Riklis. _ _ j 

MrMaybewwasaimmallyrfiai^cwer 

an aspect of the Guinness affair, but these 

diarges were dropped before tire care could 

reach trial. In this key episode, Tbra Ward, 
a directM of Guinness, indemnified . 

Leu in dear breach of the law in buying a 
Large shareholding in Distillers at a price 
considerably in excess of the value of the 
offer so it could be voted in favour ofGum- 
ness. Mr Mayhew was responsible for pro- 
cessing the transaction. 

However, the inspectors say they think 
it “most improbable that Mr Mayhew knew 
of the arrangement between Guinness and 
Bank Leu [the crux of the case against Mr 
Mayhew]; Guinness had no positive reason 
to tell him and every reason to seek to avoid 
tire risk of Mr Mayhew refusing to purchase 
the shares without proper disdosures be- 
ing made, which would have negated the 
. purpose”. On other aspects of the so called 
. confess 


and in particular general pnnapie^wyr*“» 
concerned the purchase ^ 

behatfofadienLindemn^edbyGiimn^ 
of shares in the rival bidder, Argyu- These 

shares were then dumped on the maitetat 

opportune moments during foetak^vo- 

battie so as to depress the Ai^ toe 

The inspectors say that although Mr 
Mayhew was unaware of the indemnity, 
even without this element, they are dis- 
turbed by the stratagem. ^ , 


npCLC*' Ufluaowuvu, * K 

themselves at a loss to know whose account 
_ that of Mr Mayhew or other key players 
in the transaction, is the more beli evab le. 
The inspectors detail without comment 

tbe crodal rote played by Elliott BCTreid, new 

a . . F aJ mtAfil A ntPlcfiftlfl 


tu nmu a ii — — J — . , 

property empire, in arranging the indenmir 


ing payment. 


concerted campaign 


deposit over £3m in the bank account of an- 
other, with no control over the operation of 


support operation was an enterprise of de- 
ception”. 


of tire ownership of tire money. One did not 

even need to hypothesize a possible rupture 
of amicable relations between the two men 
to envisage the problems which could anse; 
it would be sufficient for Mr Saunders to die 

suddenly" • 


that Mr Mayhew, in handhngthe store mty- 

ing support of the American financier 
Meshulam Riklis, would not have koawn 
that Mr Riklis had a commercial interest 
mthebid mthathewffiadfcuifc«tor ofone 
of Distillers’ best selling whiskies. 

“Mir Majybew^ was adamant, however, that 

hewas unaware of Scfaenley’s role asa Dis- 
tillers? distributor ....He had not seen tbe 


never mentioned to lnm in his presence . 

The inspectors express doubt that Mr 
Riklis gave his support for nothing, as he 
clainK, in the light of the later assignment 
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tea of foe property developer “Black” Jack 

Delal, on behalf of Morgan GrenfelL 
Roger Seelig. former corporate finance 
director of Morgan Grenfell, is accused of 
giving the inqrectors a false account of he 
role in arranging support from the Amer- 
ican investment bank, LF Rothschild, Un- 
terberg, Tbwbin (LPR). 

Five senior executives of Morgan 
Grenfell, Guinness's merchant bank ad- 
viser, are accused of varying degrees of 
knowledge of what Mr Seelig was up to • 
- All five continue to hold senior positions 
in the City and industry. . 

The irispectoKsay they find ji“pfobabfc" 
that Christopher Reeves, then chief ® KCtt * 
rive of Morgan Grenfell and now chairman 

of Merrill Lynch (Europe) was aware of the 


premium being paid Ip one of Mr Seelig’s 
supporters for shares in Guinness. 

“We find it surprising that Mr Reeves 
would have made no enquiry of Mr Seel- 
ig as to why it was necessary to pay such 
a large premium. -Moreover we consider 
It likely that Mr Reeves was made aware 

by Mr Seelig, as the latter suggested to us, 

that the price was calculated [in a man- 
nerl-which should have alerted him to the 
possible existence of a backslopper 
arrangement”. 

Memoranda detailing the unwinding of 
the indemnity position with LFR were cir- 
culated within Morgan Grenfell and read 
at various times by Graham Walsh, then 
bead of corporate finance at Morgan Gren- 
fell, Donald Wells, divisional administrator 
and David Ewart, group finance director. 
Piers de Mention, now a senior corporate 
financier at a leading City firm, is revealed 
to have had intimate knowledge of most as- 
pects of the Seelig support operation. 

The inspectors continuer, “Other events 
during this period confirm that knowledge 
within Morgan Grenfell of Guinness' 
backstop (indemnity) on the LFR purchase 
was far from restricted. 

“In August 1986, ibe subject surfaced 
in the course of discussions between Mr 
Ewart and the auditors, Spicer & Pegler 
[now part of Deloitte & Touche]”. Mr 
Ewart told the auditors there was an un- 
written agreement with Guinness that 
tbey^ will bear any loss incurred by the Bank 
on those shares. 

“Having heard evidence from all the 
parties involved, we are quite satisfied 
despite Mr Ewart’s strenuous denials, 
that he made a statement to the effect 
recorded by the auditors." 

Mr Wells is accused of being “evasive 
and unhelpful" whe ' ' aspect ors sought 
an explanation for the way .n which the pay- 
ment had been handled. 

Both the Guinness and ”::stiUere pension 
funds ^ were pressurised into i wominga part 
• of the support operatic the 'sport reveals. 


BtNEST SAUNDBIS has nxstabfched 
himself as a busfaess consultant since Ms 
esariy retoe from jaa six yean ago. lost this 
week he advised Carphone Warehouse on 

an asqifeidon. He Bves with hb wife Carole 
in some style h Dorsec He sta receives an 
CttUXlO pension from Gwnness. 


TOM WARD has returned ro his roots, 
running a smalbw firm in AunapoEs, 
Ma ry lan d. 


DAVID MAYHEW, 56. remains a senior 
partner in Crancne, the Hua-blooded 
stockbrokers. 


SJRCHMSTDPt-BERRBEVESischsKTnan 
of MerriB Lynch Europe. 


OUVfER ROUX Es a management 
consultant with his own firm 


TONY RARNES is a Londorvbased 
whe el er deafer in property and securities. 


ROGER SEELIG tuns lac own business, 
“cor p or a te strafaq^adrice and fa r m in g" 
acTetburjitta GfauoBtentfrcvfege 
where he Eves. 


LORD SFENS sits ki the bouse of Lank. 
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LORD JACOB ROTHSCHLD is head of 
the hOennium Commferion, as wdi as the 
restorer of the Rothsdiad famBy fortuws 
and houses tn Britain. 


“SnrjAaCUONS,B2,vwrtrvpedofhb 
knighthood falowipg hfatrW, and is now 
retired biFtoridh- 


GERALD RONSONo enjoying a 
specaeu tar co meback vfth hi» Heron 
group, a leadkig leisure park owner in 
Europe. 


JIMMY GUUJVBt,«w*>inrnan of Argy« p 
hassaxxcSed. 
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B>HRAM MARGUUESdfed last August 
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King Des lowers the divi and lifts the spirits 


King Des is going. Long live the share rai- 
uig. There are few more telling illustra- 
tions of the way thingi are changing at 
United Utilities than the decision to 
a ban don its hopelessly optimistic dividend 
policy. The shares have underperformed 
the market almost from the day Sir 
Desmond Pitcher decided water and 
electricity did indeed mix. Before yester- 
day’s announcement ihcy were yielding a 
&t 6.7 per cent -way above the sector av- 
erage. 

The yield told the stoiy. The City re- 
luctantly swallowed Sir Dcs's multi-utility 
vision when North West Water soaked up 
Norweb two years ago. But no one really 
believed be could sustain year-on-year div- 
idend increases of 11 per cent without 
draining the balance sheet to the point of 
collapse. Hence Lhe loss of confidence and 
United’s discount to the market. Throw- 
ing a chief executive overboard and 
adding gas and telecoms to the mix did 
not help sentiment either. 

Now that Sir Des has a departure date 
and a successor in the shape of Sir 
Christopher Harding, it is safe to admit 
that the strategy is not quite everything 
it was cracked up to be. 

Henceforth, the dividend will rise by 
a more prosaic 6 percent in real terras in 
line with the returns that are actually ca- 
pable of being delivered. For that the man- 
agement deserves some credit and the 
market duly rewarded it yesterday, hoist- 
ing United’s shares by 7 per cent. 

Bat the lessons should not be lost. Unit- 
ed Utilities always looked like a piece of 


empire building gone mad. Once the cost 
savings had been wrung out of the busi- 
ness and passed on to shareholders, the 
multi-utility strategy was always going to 
struggle to find an encore. 

There are plenty of scapegoats to 
band far United's less- than -thrilling per- 
formance and a collection of them were 
pul on parade yesterday - the windfall tax, 
beastly utility regulators and the failure 
of its overseas operations to generate de- 
cent profits. 

Unfortunately these are all factors 
which should have been taken into ac- 
count United concentrated on how a com- 
bination of water and electricity would 
halve operating costs and conveniently ig- 
nored the fact that it was also doubling 
its regulatory risk. 

Now that the chickens arc coming 
home to roost, it will be someone else’s 
problem. The new chief executive, Derek 
Green, intends to jump ship once the wa- 
ter and electricity regulators have com- 
pleted their forthcoming price reviews. He 
calculates that the combined hit to the bot- 
tom line will be £100m which probably 
dashes any chance of a return to a pro- 
gressive dividend policy. Sir Christopher 
will have fun finding a replacement chief 
executive when he arrives next ApriL - 

Setting rates is not 
an exact science 

There’s no pleasing all the people all the 
time. While carefully avoiding any prob- 


ing of the posslbiliiy lhal lhe Monetary Rat- 
icy Committee has been split over its de- 
rision to raise interest rates fora fifth time 
last month, Eddie George managed to 
demonstrate yesterday that setting rates 
is a matter of judgement over which rea- 
sonable people can and do disagree. 

He was handed the opportunity when 
questioned by the Treasury Committee 
about the forecast for growth and infla- 
tion in Gordon Brown's Green Budget this 
week. The Chancellor is more optimistic 
than the Bank about growth next year but 
less optimistic about inflation and clearly 
feels there is enough momentum in the 
economy to encourage the Bank to hoist 
die cost of borrowing again in the new year. 
Mr George had no trouble agreeing 
forthrightly with this analysis. 

The MFs, however, had already grilled 
the Bank’s witnesses about whether the 
last rate rise was a move too far. 

Did it not ignore the suffering of ex- 
porters under the burden of the strong 
pound? Had the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee not been split about the derision 
because some thought the economy had 
already slowed enough for inflation to be 
on target two years or so ahead? 

It could not have been made clearer 
that setting interest rates is not an exact 
science. 

As MFC member Willem Buitcr put 
it, interest rales work on inflation “grad- 
ually and imprecisely" by making it more 
expensive for businesses and households 
to borrow, and by damping external de- 
mand through a stronger pound. 


This is a useful lesson for the Bank to 
spell ouL The new arrangements, where- 
by rates are set by an independent com- 
mittee, will quite often lead to splits and 
disagreements - if they are doing their job 
properly. 

If rates were far from where they need- 
ed to be, h would be easy for reasonable 
people to agree what to do. It is if they 
have got it almost right that they will dis- 
agree on the next move. 

No doubt there will be much excite- 
ment when we get from minutes of the 
MPC meeting the first hard proof of a di- 
vergence of opinion. But remember: it is 
a si g n the system is working well, not tbat 
it is foiling. After all, Mr George and Gor- 
don Brown certainly seem to differ. 

French get a 
sense of deja vu 

If the French have any sense of iroDy, 
then Lafarge cannot fail to smile at the 
unexpected attempt by the UK compe- 
tition authorities to wrest back from 
Brussels the responsibility for vetting one 
tiny detail of its Red land takeover. 

Five years ago when RedJand was 
stalking Steetlcy (the acquisition, inci- 
dentally, that began its downfall) the UK 
authorities intervened in a similar fash- 
ion. 

In an attempt to fight off the ag- 
gressor, Steetley agreed to merge its 
building materials business with those of 
Tarmac. The UK authorities persuaded 


Brussels that they were the relevant com- 
petition authority to examine the deal 
and promptly blocked it, aUowmgRed- 
land-Steetley to sail through the Brus- 
sels competition authorities unopposed. 

The Industry Minister John Battle has 
now decided that Lafarge-R^land mer- 
its the once over by the Office ^anr 
Trading because it will give the combined 
group a stranglehold over the ready 
mixed concrete markets in Leicester and 

Norwich. . . 

These are what are known in the par- 
lance of the anti-trust busters as distinct 
markets. 

It is hard to see this being a show- 
stopper, however. The local iponopoly 
arises only because Lafarge acquired a 
small aggregates business, Ennenux, 
last year for £8m from under Redland s 
nose. 

Presumably it would have no hesita- 
tion in disposing of the business to gain 
regulatory clearance. 

Approval in Europe, however, could 
prove more complicated because tbe 
combined business would emerge with 
IS per cent of the French aggregates mar- 
ket 

The French themselves are probably 
not bothered, even if it means hefty job 
losses in France. That means Brussels will 
probably not get too excited either. 

But what a reversal of fortunes it 
would if Larfarge were given the green 
light in Britain but not in Europe. Ad- 
mittedly, it looks unlikely turn of events 
but stranger thing s have happened at sea. 
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United Utilities to reduce dividends 
as part of programme to cut costs 
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United Utilities, the 
water and electricity 
supplier for the North- 
west, yesterday 
conceded It was not 
capable of delivering the 
financial returns to 
shareholders and 
^ customers that had 
been promised. As 
Michael Harrison reports, 
the decision to curb 
dividend increases and 
consumer rebates, is a 
blow to Sir Desmond 
pitcher, the outgoing 
chairman and architect 
of the ambitious multi- 
utility strategy. 


The company has derided to re- 
duce annual real dividend 
growth to 6 per cent compared 
with the 11 per cent that in- 
vestors were promised when 
North West Water and Norweb 
merged two years ago. United 


Surprise as 
British Energy 
appoints Hollins 

British Energy, the privatised 
nuclear generator, surprised its 
shareholders yesterday by ap- 
pointing a little-known former 
ICI manager as its new chief ex- 
ecutive. 

. He is Peter Hollins (right), 
50, who for the past five years 

has been a board director of the 

Brussels-based European 
Vinyls Corporation, a joint ven- 
ture between ICI and Enichem. 
Mr Hollins will join British En- 
ergy in February and will be 
based in its Edinburgh office. 

The appointment follows 
the abrupt departure of Robert 
Hawley, the previous chiefex- 
ecutive, in July. Mr Hawley 
quit the post with a £450,000 
payoff after being told he would 
not replace John Robbasphair- 
man when he retired in 1999. 

- A British Energy spokes- 
woman said Mr Holhns had 
been jacked for his “extensive 


pusuuss expci ' , 

organisations and trade record 
for strategic change.” Between 
1989 and 1992 he was general 

— - : hncmpK. 


Company declined tor^ 

I whether his salary would 

ch the £225.000 paid to Mr 
^shareholders in British 

igy were surprised at tbe ap- 

itment “He is pretty much 

nown, but if he te* 
t pattern of skills and 

ence, then he should dothe 

well" said one hisutution. 

Jritish Energy shares fell -P 
^ - Chris Godsmark 


is also cutting tbe level of cus- 
tomer rebates under its 
“Progress with Responsibility” 
campaign. 

The decision follows a five- 
month business review by the 
new chief executive, Derek 
Green, which will also see fur- 
ther cost-cutting and a more 
cautious approach to develop- 
ing its unregulated activities. 

United hopes the review 
wiO draw a line under a torrid 
two years of share price un- 
derperfbrmance and board- 
room battle culminating in the 
ousting of Brian Staples, its for- 
mer chief executive, in July. Mr 
Staples is suing the company 
and taking ft to an industrial tri- 
bunal hearing, scheduled for 
the end of the year. 

Mr Green said that had tbe 
dividend increases remained at 
the higher level then tbe com- 
pany’s balance sheet would 
not have been able to cope. 

The City reacted positively, 
marking United’s shares up 
52p to 777p, a 6 per cent in- 
crease, as analysis concluded 
that the group's dividend pol- 


icy was now credible and sus- 
tainable. 

Mr Green maintained that 
the multi-utility strategy, which 
also takes in gas and telecoms, 
remained “cohesive" but con- 
cede± “Expectations were 
raised that outstripped the abil- 
ity of the strategy to deliver.” 

Mr Green rebuffed sugges- 
tions that this was an indictment 
of Sir Desmond, who is known . 
in the City as “King Des" and 
retires as chairman next March 
to be succeeded by Sir Christo- 
pher Harding, chairman of 
Legal & General. But he 
added: “We cannot absolve 
ourselves of responsibility and 
by that I mean the royal we." 

United said the cost savings 
it had targeted at the time of 
the merger, £145m a year by 
1999 and £474m in total, had 
been achieved through the pro- 
gramme of 1,500 job cuts. It has 
identified additional annual 
savings of £40m. 

But Mr Green said its in- 
ternational and facilities man- 
agement divisions had not 
delivered the profits at the 


rate expected. It had also been 
knocked off course by the 
windfall tax, the electriritysup- 
ply review and the prospect of 
a further savage attack on wa- 
ter and electricity charges when 
simultaneous price reviews take 
place in two years’ time. 

United estimates that the 
two forthcoming price reviews 
could knock £10Qm off its prof- 
its. Had the payout been kept 
at the higjber level then dividend 
cover would have fallen below 
acceptable levels. 

In- line with the modified 
policy, the increase in the pay- 
out for the first half has been 
cut to 9.7 per cent, giving an in- 
terim dividend of 13.16p. Prof- 
its before tax for the period 
were up 4 per cent to £233 .6m. 

Although customers will still 
receive a rebate, it is being cut 
from £10 last year to £6-50 
next year. Mr Green said that 
ft shareholder were going to get 

lower dividends then customers 
had to share some of the pain. 

Mr Green said the review 
had concluded it would be 
more difficult to deliver sub- 




Water companies boost dividends 
despite regulator’s concerns 


Sir Desmond Pitcher: will retire as chairman next March 

stantial profit growth from its the strategy”. United was 
regulated water and electricity forced to take an £83m excep- 
distribution businesses while tional charge against a sewage 
the non-regulated businesses contract in Bangkok and over- 
wore not living up to expecta- all operating profits from the 
tions because of “lack of suffi- international division are just 


dent focus in the application of £1.9m. 


Ttoo water companies, York- 
shire Water and Wessex Water, 
yesterday unveiled double-dig- 
it increases in dividends to share- 
holders, despite recent concern 
at bumper payouts by Ian Byatt, 
the industry regulator. 

Yorkshire raised its half 
yearly dividend by 20.6 per cent 
to 6.15p, compared with a 5.S 
per cent rise in profits in the six 
months to the end of Septem- 
ber to £1 15.7m. 

Brandon Gough, Yorkshire’s 
chairman, said the increase was 
inflated by this year’s share 
buy-back and lhe underlying 
dividend -rise was a more mod- 
est 11 per cent, though he ad- 
mitted this was at the top end 
of the company's own target 

“This is entirely justifiable. 
We’ve been under-distributing 
to shareholders historically and 
our dividend cover was too 
high.” 

He added that the mam reg- 
ulated water and sewerage busi- 
ness had raised its internal 
dividend to the quoted bolding 
company by only 55 per cent. 

Wessex hiked its dividend by 
14 per cent to 65p, while re- 


vealing a £3m fall in profits to 
£72.1m, at the bottom end of ex- 
pectations. 

Despite the payout, Wessex 
raised expectations of a big ac- 
quisition or further share buy- 
back. 

“We have the firepower in 
our balance sheet,” said 
Nicholas Hood, chairman. 

Shares in Wessex fell 2 per 
cent on the figures, dropping 
lip to 495p. 

Analysts were disappointed 
with a fall in profits at Wessex’s 
non-regulated joint venture 
waste business, UK ^feste. 

Mr Hood Warned the decline 
on a plunge in prices for recy- 
cled waste. 

He denied that hefty divi- 
dend rises increased the po- 
tential for big cuts in charges in 
the next five-year industry price 
formula from 2000. 

Mr Byatt has pledged to 
deliver a substantial one-off 
price cut for customers. But Mr 
Hood said the new price for- 
mula should reflect Wessex’s 
reputation as one of the most 
efficient water groups. 

- Chris Godsmark 


PowerGen faces £39rri pension bill 


PowerGen is lacing a 
£39m bill from its 
company pension 
scheme in the latest 
twist to the long-running 
row over the use of 
pension fund surpluses in 
the privatised power 
industry. Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent; 
reports on claims that 
PowerGen breached new 
rules which safeguard 
pension fund assets. 


The setback for PowerGen fol- 
lows the unsuccessful legal chal- 
lenge earlier this year by 
National Grid and National 
Power pensioners, who claimed 
tbe companies had acted 'un- 
lawfully when they used pension 


fund surpluses to help fund re- 
dundancy payments after pri- 
vatisation. 

Though the judge ruled 
against the pensioners, he also 
questioned the way National 
Power had spread the extra 
pensions cost of its redundancy 
programme by paying money 
into its fund in installments. 

National Power reduced the 
cost to the company by offset- 
ting any outstanding cash due 
against huge surpluses in its 
pension fund identified by ac- 
tuaries each year. 

It has since emerged that a 
further 10 power companies, in- 
cluding PowerGen, also used in- 
stallments to spread their 
redundancy costs. 

This policy has been chal- 
lenged by Coopers & Lybrand, 
auditors to the PowerGen 
scheme and the Electricity Sup- 
ply Pension Scheme, the in- 


dustry-wide umbreDa fund cre- 
ated at privatisation. 

The annual report of the 
PoweiGen fund, which has just 
been published, says £39. lm of 
payments were outstanding at 
the end of March because of the 
way the company had spread the 
cost. The new advice by Coop- 
ers means tbe company could be 
forced to repay the cash as a 
lumpsum, rather than offsetting 
the liability against any surplus 
discovered at the next valuation 
in April 1998. 

The 11 companies affected 
by the auditors' ruling, includ- 
ing National Power and Pow- 
erGen, could have to pay a total 
of £115m into their pension 
funds. However, PowerGen has 
the biggest deficit to make up. 

Coopers said the latest legal 
advice argued that the company 
should have consulted the pen- 
sion fund trustees before de- 


ciding to pay in installm ents. 
This new advice superceded 
previous legal Opinions, which 
said the company did not need 
to tell the trustees. The auditors 
said the £3 9m deficit also 
breached 1996 rules on invest- 
ments held by occupational 
pensions schemes, because it 
was being being classed as a loan 
from the pension fund to the 
company. 

The scheme report said the 
fund’s trustees were “initiating 
discussion with PowerGen as to 
how the situation is to be reme- 
died”. 

Lawyers acting for the in- 
dustry are due to give a final ver- 
dict on the auditor’s opinion in 
the new few weeks. 

Meanwhile the National 
Power and National Grid pen- 
sioners are preparing to appeal 
against the High Court judge- 
ment 


Chancellor wants even higher interest rates, Bank says 


The Governor of the Bank of 
England admitted yesterday that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
thinks interest rates have not 
risen far enough. He defended the 
Bank against accusations that It 
had not pushed rates higher as 
well as counter-charges that last 
month’s rate rise was 
unnecessary. Dkme Coyle, 

Economics Editor, reports on the 
monetary policy balancing act. 

Eddie George, Governor of the Bank of 
England, and other members of the Mon- 


etary Policy Committee (MPC) faced a 
gri l l ing from MPs yesterday over whether 
they had ignored exports and growth when 
setting interest rates. 

Yet, quizzed over the Treasury’s fore- 
cast for the inflation outlook over the next 
year, published in this week’s Green Bud- 
get, Mr George highlighted the Chancel- 
lor's more pessimistic view. Asked whether 
he thought the forecast meant Gordon 
Brown foresaw further. interest rate rises, 
he replied: “I think it clearly does.” 

Tbe Governor also agreed that the new 
Government had inherited too loose an in- 
terest rate polky. “I think that was trans- 
parent in lhe advice we gave the new 
Chancellor," he said. 

But members of the MPC refused to be 


drawn on whether they would increase the 
cost of borrowing again if growth turned 
out to be higher than they expected. Much 
of tbe Treasury Committee's session on the 
Bank’s recent Inflation Report focussed on 
whether the MPC had paid enough atten- 
tion to the weakness of industry as a result 
of the strong pound. 

Mr George defended the Bank’s record. 
: *Subject to the inflation target we have to take 
account of other objectives of government 
polity, one of which is not to screw down the 
export sector unnecessarily,*' he said. 

He said the strength of Sterling explained 
the tactical decision to move interest rates 
in steps of only a quarter point at a time, 
even though the MPC had thought (hat fur- 
ther increases would probably be necessary. 
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Boardroom pay increases 
at twice the inflation rate 


The Chan cel lor of the 
Exchequer’s oli for pay 
restraint, made in his 
pre-Budget statement 
this week, has been 
given added weight by 
the publication of new 
figures today. A pay 
survey shows that 
Britain’s company 
directors saw their 
salaries increase by 
more than twice the 
rate of inflation last 
year. Roger Trapp reports. 


The annual study, UK Board 
Earnings, by Monies Partner- 
ship, the remuneration spe- 
cialists, shows that directors' 
base salaries rose by 6 J per 
cent over the year. Total earn- 
ings, including the last annual 
bonus, but excluding proceeds 
from long-term incentive plans, 
share options, pension costs and 


other benefits in kind, were up 
by 8.6 per cent. 

For chief executives, base 
salaries were broadly the same 
as last year, but total earnings 
rose by between 65 per cent for 
those in property companies 
and 7.9 per cent in financial Or- 
ganisa tions. 

On Tuesday, Mr Brown ap- 
pealed for pay restraint from 
business leaders and the rest of 
Britain on the grounds that it 
was “in no one’s interest if to- 
day’s pay rise threatens to be- 
come tomorrow’s mortgage 
rise”. He added; “It is moder- 
ation for a purpose. This means 
responsibility, not just on the 
shop floor but also from 
Britain’s boardrooms outwards, 
where there must be modera- 
tion, not excess, and where an 
example should be seL” 

However, the Monks survey, 
based on annual reports in cir- 
culation last month, identifies 
12 main board directors who 
earned a more than £lm each 
in the year. They indude Hugh 


Stevenson, Stephen Zimmer- 
man and Carol Galley, the trio 
at the helm of Mercury Asset 
Management, who stand to 
share £40m through the 
takeover of the fund manage- 
ment company by the US bank- 
ing gronp Merrill Lynch. Also 
on the list are Lord MacLau- 
rin, the former chairman of 
Tfesoo, as well as the chairmen 
of TbmJrins and TI Group and 
the chief executives of Smith- 
Ktine Beecham, Hanson and 
Standard Chartered. 

Though the number is 
above the seven identified last 
year, it is well below the 19 idea*- 
tffied in 1995. 

“This may be a consequence 
of lower bonus payments in 
1996 and the move to award- 
ing shares rather than cash to 
directors participating in long- 
term incentive plans,” said Al- 
ison Smith, editor of the study. 

The Monks research also in- 
dicates that about 10 per cent 
of companies operate annual 
deferred bonus plans, under 


which part or all of the bonus 
is paid in shares rather than 


mg to the director after a pe- 
riod of, say, three years. 
However, take-up of such {dans 
increases with the size of the 
company, so that 30 per eent of 
FTSE 100 companies have de- 
ferred bonus plans. 

Long-term incentive plans 
have also become more com- 
mon as an alternative to tradi- 
tional share options. Though 
the increase on last year was 
only slight, there were partic- 
ularly big increases in take-up 
among industrial companies 
with turnover of between £lbn 
and £5bn and amnpg the util- 
ities, building and retail sectors. 

Ms Smith said that the con- 
tinued above-average base pay 
rises for company directors 
was possibly “a reflection of the 
shortage of individuals with 
the necessary skills to run the 
increasing number of compa- 
nies with international In- 
volvement". 


Royal Bank of Scotland shares soar 
after pre-tax profits rise 19 per cent 


Year 2000 costs and 
losses on supermarket 
banking did not affect 
City reaction to the 
Royal Bank of Scotian cfs 
figures yesterday. Shares 
in the bank soared after 
it announced bumper 
annual profits. Led 
Paterson reports. 


Heavy start-up costs for the 
bank's new retail businesses, in- 
cluding a 50/50 joint venture 
with Tesco, failed to affect sen- 
timent. Tesoo ftcsanal Finance, 
which began trading in July, lost 
£1 lm. But the bank defended 
the deficit, saying the link-up 
had been “embarrassingly suc- 
cessful". 

Almost 400,000 customers, 
including 195.000 deposit hold- 


ers and 140,000 holders of 
Tesco’s CfubCard Pius loyally 
card, have signed up to Tesco 
Personal Finance since launch. 
Eariy difficulties experienced by 
Tesco account holders were 
due to larger- than -anticipated 
volumes and were now largely 
resolved, the bank said. 

In aggregate, the bank’s 
new retail businesses, which in- 
dude a stake in the Virgin One 


Royal Bank of Scotland, which 
yesterday reported a strong 
performance across all princi- 
pal businesses, took the op- 
portunity to quash recent 
speculation that it could be 
taken over by rival bank Abbey 
National George Mathewson. 
Royal Banks chief executive, 
said: “Vfe are not in dfacusaons 
with Abbey. We do not feel un- 
der the thr^ of takeover at all” 
Royal Bank said yesterday 
that, before exceptional items, 
pre-tax profits rose by 19 per 
cent to £768m in the year to Sep- 
tember. After exceptional items, 
which included a £29m provision 
for the year 2000 and gains from 
the sale of a minority stake in 
Baoesto, pre-tax profits were up 
15 per cent to £801m. 



George Mathewson: 'We are not in talks with Abbey* 


hank account, knocked £27m 
from the bottom line last year. 
Mr Mathewson said that initial 
losses on these businesses were 
“almost inevitable, because of 
start-up and acquisition, costs”. 
The new retail businesses are 
expected to break even in 1999 
and to start generating profit in 
2000 . 

Poll owing news of the fig- 
ures, which beat most City ex- 
pectations, shares in the bank 
rose sharply. Shares dosed at 
6S5p. 12p up ou the day. 

Direct line. Royal Banks 
insurance company, performed 
better than many analysts pre- 
dicted. In a climate of cut-throat 
competition in the UK insur- 
ance market. Direct Line’s pre- 
tax profits grew fay 37 per cent 
to £36 .2m. The bank said that 
Direct Line's “competitive 
strengths - its brand, cost con- 
trol and economies of scale", 
contributed to the insurer’s 
performance. 

Around 16,000 bank em- 
ployees stand to receive an 
annual bonus equal to 95 per 
cent of salary. 

The final dividend will be 
15.2p a share. With the inter- 
im dividend of 6.2p, this gives 
a total for the year of 21.4p. 
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Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthome Hotels and Le Shuttle 



lake Christmas 

topping less stressful 
us year by winning a 
xury weekend break at 
le 3 star Copthome 
alais Hotel. 


H 

COPTHORNE 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and leave 
your answer to the 
following question. 


The Hotel is 
conveniently situated by 
the Channel Tunnel 
Terminal and Cite 
Europe shopping 

complex which offers a 
wide choice of ISO 
shops and boutiques, 
ideal to finalise your 
Christmas shopping. 


Q: What Is the star 
rating of the Copthome 
Calais; 


0930 563 564 


The weekend break 
includes a two night stay 
in one of the luxury 
Connoisseur rooms, 
with breakfast, a meal for 
two in the hotel 
restaurant and a free 
bottle of champagne to 
celebrate. 


Tfbu can also take foil 
advantage of the Hotel’s 
excellent health and 
leisure facilities. 


All Independent readers 
are eligible for a special 
rate of £45 per person for 
an overnight break art the 
Copthome Coquelle 
Calais. Price inttudes one 
night bed & breakfast & 
return Le Shuttle ticket 
based on two in a car, vafid 
until 23/12/97. 

1b book call Le Shuttle 
Holidays on 0990 353535 
and quote “The 
Independent Promotion". 
Prices are based on two 
people sharing « room. A 
limited number of rooms 
are available. 
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M&G squashes 
speculation about 
bid from Halifax 


M&G, the leading fond man- 
ager and life office, yesterday 
moved to bait a wave of spec- 
ulation that Halifax was about 
to launch a bid for the group, 
which manages £18bn and sells 
one-sixth of all personal equity 
plans. 

Michael McLintock, M&G's 
36-year-old group chief execu- 
tive, declined to comment on a 
rash of bid speculation which 
has dominated trading in its 
shares since Merrill Lynch an- 
nounced a bid for Mercury 
Asset Management, a rival 
fond manager, nine days ago. 

However, he squashed spec- 
ulation that M&G was in talks 
with any company by pointing 
to the rules of the Takeover 
Panel. “The Takeover Panel 
requires you to make an an- 
nouncement if there’s an un- 
toward movement in the share 
price. We haven't made an an- 
nouncement I leave you to 
draw your own conclusions," 
Mr McLintock said. 

Shares in M&G have risen 
by more than 23 per cent since 


19 November, when Merrill 
Lynch announced its friendly 
acquisition of MAM. 

When the announcement 
was made, M&G's share price 
stood at £11.80, valuing the 
group at £883m. It is now val- 
ued at £1.07bn. 

City dealers yesterday ap- 
peared to ding to the belief that 
a bid is imminent marking 
down the shares just 14p to 
£1432. M&G has been battered 
by a negative reaction to the in- 
vestment performance of its 
funds, which have underper- 
formed the FTSE 100 index, 
sometimes by substantial mar- 
gins. This has led to a big out- 
flow of funds owned by retail 
investors. 

Sales were down by one- 
quarter to £5 11m while the 
number of redeemed policies 
rose by one-third to £693 m - a 
reversal of the situation last 
year. However, Mr McLintock 
has brought in new manage- 
ment and revamped the group's 
funds. 

- Andrew Verity 



Barclays 
Bank staff 
lobby 
Parliament 


More. than: 100 employees 

of Barclays Bank yesterday 

conducted a mass lobby of 
ftarKarnent in an effort to 
raise awareness of what 
has become the longest- 
running industrial dispute 
in banking history. 

The unions representing 
Barclays employees, Unifi 
and Blfu, said 79 MPs had 
signed up to a House of 
Commons early day 
motion criticising the 
suitability of Martin "Taylor, 
the bank's chief executive, 
to head up the 
Government's review of 
tax and benefits 
announced on Tuesday* , 
Mr Taylor, who was paid 
£852,000 last year after a 
pay rise of 13 per cent; is 
believed to be in line for a 
place on the court of the 
Bank of England when four 
directors retire next 
February. He is known to 
have at least 350,000 
options which, on current 
valuations, will be worth 
approximately £3m when 
they become exercisable 
next year. 

More than 25,000 Barclays 
employees have been told 
their pensionable pay will 
be frozen unless they meet 
performance targets which 
will give them a IS per 
cent bonus instead of a pay 
rise- The Christmas bonus 
of 225 per cent has been 
taken away. Clerics at the 
bank earn an average of 
£15,000. 

Profits at Bar-days bank 
are this year forecast to 
rise to £3bn from £Z35bn. 
Barclays staff focused their 
lobbying efforts on Nicholas 
Brawn MP, the Government 
chief whip, George 
Howarth, a minister at the 
Home Office and Jane 
Kennedy, an assistant 
Government whip. 

Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Allied Colloids 
renews assault on 
hostile Hercules bid 
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Allied Colloids yesterday 
launched a fierce attack 
on Hercules, the US 
predator that is stalking 
the British chemicals 
group. Andrew fates 
analyses Allied’s plans 
to defend itself from 
Hercules* hostile 
£l.lbn bid. 


David Farrar, Allied chief ex- 
ecutive, said yesterday: “Her- 
cules looks like it has run out 
of growth prospects. Its sales 
growth has been poor and its 
margins have been squeezed. 
They are short of ideas and they 
are after our new products.” 

His comments came as Al- 
lied spoke out against Hercules 
for the first time in what 
promises to be a long running 
and bitter bid battle. 

Mr Farrar also revealed that 
Allied was committed to re- 
ducing overheads and in creas- 
ing margins over the next few 
years as part of its bid to repel 
the hostile bid. He said: “Wc 
have had to spend heavily on 
developing our distribution sys- 
tems and offices around the 
world which will benefit us in 
the future. Going forward our 
aim is that overheads will only 
grow half as fast as sales.” 

Hercules fired back by ac- 
cusing Allied of disregarding 
shareholders interests. A 
spokesman for the group said: 
“They have a real cultural prob- 


lem. Shareholder value doesn't 
seem to feature. 

Hercules also slammed Al- 
lied promises to increase mar- 
gins. The spokesman said: 
“Looking at its record you can 
see this is one of those jam to- 
morrow companies” 

Allied yesterday hinted at 
other parts of its defence strat- 
egy. It plans to tell sharehold- 
ers that it expects a strong 
profits uplift after the acquisi- 
tion of CPS, the polymer busi- 
ness it bought a year ago. Allied 
also believes it will be able to 
continue to cut manufacturing 
costs as part of the attempt to 
increase margins. 

“Vfe are a high growth com- 
pany working in high growth 
markets with a tremendous 
track record. Over the last two 
years we hove put in a great deal 
of work to improve the per- 
formance of the company and 
we are just starting to see the 
benefits coming through,” said 
Mr Farrar. 

Allied is also considering re- 
turning money to shareholders 
via a share buy back or special 
dividend, although it has come 
to any firm decision as yet. “We 
are looking at ail option,” said 
Mr Farrar. 

Hercules surprised Allied by 
launching a 155 p takeover of- 
fer on Monday. The US group 
lambasted Allied for its recent 
poor share price performance, 
poor earnings per share record 
and the declining return on cap- 
ital employed. 
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3i looks for cheap AIM companies to add to its portfolio 
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AIM-listed companies could 
become a bargain basement op- 
portunity for 3i, the publicly 
quoted investment group, ac- 
cording to its chief executive, 
Brian Larcombe. The invest- 
ment trust still specialises in un- 
quoted companies and 
management boy-outs but re- 
tains a portfolio of shares in 


companies which have subse- 
quently become quoted, in- 
cluding 13 listed on the 
Alternative Investment Market, 
according to the last accounts. 

Commenting on the fall in 
value of AIM, Mr Larcombe 
said some AIM companies may 
find it difficult to raise re- 
quired finance. However, he 


said 3i was more interested in 
companies that appeared to be 
sound long-term investments 
than those which appeared 
dieap at any given moment. 

3Ts investment portfolio un- 
derperformed the 100 share in- 
dex over the six months lo the 
end of September, generating 
a total return of £21 7.4m after 


tax. an increase of 7 5 per cent 
on shareholders' funds. It com- 
pared with a 19 per cent return 
on the FTSE 100 index but ex- 
ceeded the 13 per cent return 
on the FTSE SmallCap index. 

Income including dividends, 
interest and fees increased by 
13 per cent to£71m. 

- Gifford German 
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Nationwide suggests 
housing market 
‘coming off the boil’ 


M°**e evidence that the 
economy could be 
heading.for a soft 

landing emerged 

yesterday as figures 
released by Nationwide 
suggested the housing 
market was coming off 
the boil. Leo Peterson 
reports. 


House prices are past their 
peak, according to data re- 
leased by Nationwide, the 
building society. Prices rose by 
just 0.5 per cent between Oc- 
tober and November, one of 
the smallest month -on-month 
increases this year. 

Dr Paul Sanderson, head of 
research at Nationwide, said; 


The last two months have 
seen a distinct slowing in house 
price increases compared with 
the strong growth seen over the 
summer, and this adds weight 
to our view that house price in- 
flation has probably passed its 
peak in this cycle". 

Between September and 
October, house prices grew by 
0.2 per cent. Over the summer, 
however, prices were risin g by 
just under 2 per cent each 
mouth. 

Dr Sanderson attributed 
the slowdown to slackening 
consumer demand, anri noted 
there was anecdotal evidence 
that bouse buyers, particular- 
ly at the top end of the market, 
were resisting further hikes in 
prices. He added; "It is also pos- 
sible that, at least in the Lon- 
don market, whaL has been 


Annual house price change 
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going on in Asia has had some 
impact". Asian buyers snapped 
up many London properties, 
particularly in the Docklands 
area, earlier in the year. 

Interest rates are another 
contributory factor. Accord- 
ing to Dr Sanderson, higher 
rates have dented consumer 
confidence and there will be no 
major surge in housing de- 
mand until the public believes 
that rates are at their peak. 

The average house price in 
the UK now stands at £61 ,879, 


UK authorities to look at 
Lafarge bid for Redland 


1 1.6 per cent higher than at this 
time last year. Before ac- 
counting for inflation, prices arc 
now close to the peak levels 
seen in the late 1980s. 

In the medium term. Na- 
tionwide is optimistic about 
the outlook for the housing sec- 
tor, and believes that growth 
should continue, albeit at a gen- 
tle pace, well into next year. 

But Dr Sanderson warned 
that dramatic interest rate 
hikes could threaten the econ- 
omy's "soft landing". 


John Battle, the energy 
minister, yesterday 
surprised Lafarge by 
signalling that the UK 
competition authorities 
wanted to launch a full- 
scale enquiry into the 
French building group's 
£l.8bn takeover for 
British rival Redland. 
Andrew Yates finds that 
the move is unlikely to 
derail the deal. 


John Battle yesterday raised 
concerns about Lafarge’s dom- 
inance in the ready mix concrete 
market in the wake of its agreed 
£1.8bn takeover bid for Red- 
land. Mr Buttle has requested 
that the European Co mmiss ion 


allow the UK competition au- 
thorities to scrutinise the bid, 
following a recommendation 
from the Director General of 
Fair Trading. 

The move came just hours 
before Lafarge confirmed it had 
won control of Redland by in- 
creating its stake in the group 
to mare than 50 per cent from 
just under 30 per cent. 

The Office of Fair Trading 
(OFT) is understood to be 
concerned about Lafarge's mo- 
nopoly over the ready mis con- 
crete business in Norwich and 
Leicester. 

Lafarge already has a large 
presence in the area, having ac- 
quired Enemix, a local quarry 
group, last year in ris first move 
into the UK market. With Red- 
land it will have a stranglehold 
over pan of the Midlands ready 
mix concrete market. 


Analysts believe that La- 
farge may be forced to dispose 
of all or part of the Ennemix 
business. However Lafarge yes- 
terday insisted that Mr Battle’s 
decision would not scupper its 
takeover bid. A Lafarge exec- 
utive said the request was the 
“usual procedure and raises no 
difficulties for the public offer 
for Redland”. 

The Lafarge bid could lead 
to temporary overlaps in one or 
two places in certain markets 
following the Redland acqui- 
sition but Lafarge was ready to 
talk to Britain’s Office of Fair 
Trading, be added. 

One source said that La- 
farge was understood to be will- 
ing to dispose of Ennemix in 
order to get the deal past the 
competition authorities. 

Lafarge faces greater com- 
petition concerns in France. 


Post the deal it wifi control 
about ISper cent of the French 
building materials market- It is 

also Kkety to have to restructure 
Redlancfs troubled Ftench ag- 
gregates business which could 
lead to redundancies, a move 
that could lead to problems 
with the French authorities. 

However analysts believe 
that the EU may just call for 
small-scale, local disposals. 

Mr Battle’s move mystified 
City observers. One analyst 
said: “I can’t for the life of me 

see why he [Mr BattleJ has done 
this. There are no real compe- 
tition concerns. Lafarge have 
hardly anything in the UK.” 

LaJarge won control of Red- 
land after upping its cash offer 
from 320p to 345p. The Euro- 
pean Commission refused to 
comment on the bid yesterday. 

Outlook, page 23 
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M&S links up with Just Jeans 
to open store In Australia 

Maries & Spencer is to open its first store in Australia late 
next year in a surprise link-up with antipodean retailer Just 

Jeans. Itwfll concentrate on opening branches in Melbourne, 

W Sydney and Brisbane. Paul Smith, chief executive of M&S 
in the Asia-Pacific region, said the creative jeans company, 
which was founded in 1970 and now runs 500 stores, would 
provide vital experience of the local retail market. M&S said 
it believed the expansion would create 6,000 new jobs. Fur- 
ther new stores are expected as part of a £2.1bn global ex- 
pansion announced earlier this month. 

LE launches ‘dual fuel’ offer 

London Electricity yesterday announced the latest so-called 
“dual fbeF offer for customers, giving extra discounts to house- 
holds which buy both electricity and gas from the company 
in the emerging competitive domestic energy markets. Lon- 
don said its gas offer could knock up to £150 off bills com- 
pared with British Gas tariffs. Mike Bemis, chief executive, 
also said customers who opted to buy gas would gain further 
discounts on their power bills. These linked offers are being 
investigated by Of£as, the industry watchdog. 

i Morris float to raise £IOm 

The boom in house-building and the surge in profits across 
the sector is bringing Morris group, an upmarket housebuilder 
based in the North-west, to the stock market The float will 
raise £10m and value the company at £25m. Dealings are ex- 
pected to start on 17 December. In the year to 31 March the 
group sold 304 houses and made an operating profit of more 
than £3m on sales of £28m. 

BAA makes shortlist 

BAA, the group which owns Heathrow and Gatwick airports, 
has been short-listed in the bidding war to take a 20 per cent 
stake in the state-owned company which operates nine of South 
Africa’s airports. The winning bidder for the stake in Air- 
ports Company of South Africa would also receive an op- 
tion to buy a further 10 per cent shareholding. BAA is thought 
to be one of six groups short-listed as a pre-qualified bidder 
out of 10 original applicants. BAA said the bidding was still 
at an early stage and a decision was not expected until at least 
next spring. 

Johnson Matthey profits up 

w Shares in Johnson Matthey, the metal refiners and makers 
9 of catalytic systems and electronic materials for the semi-con- 

ductor business, which touched a peak of 694p last month, 
recovered 305p to 553p yesterday after the group produced 
better-than-expected profits of £58J2m in the six months to 
the end of September, up 14 per cent on a year previously. 
Profits in the three wholly owned divisions were up 30 per 
cent, helped by a rebound in demand for memory chips and 
higher margins from the new generation of catalytic converters, 
but the joint venture, Cookson Matthey Ceramics, saw prof- 
its slump 53 per cent to £5m. 

APC shares gain on figures 

Shares in Advanced Power Components, which designs and 
makes components for the tdetmmmumcanor^ md^try 
gained 7 -5p to 72.5p after reporting profits of £685,000 on 
sales of £5.28m in its first year as a quoted company. Re- 
duced demand for the company's own products has been 
balanced by an improvement in the component distribu- 
tion business. 
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Visit your local Time Showroom 
for the UK’s Best PC Deal 


Choose a personal computer from your local 
Time showroom and you'll get the best value for 
money in the land. 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we sell 
including our award winning Colossus and Omega 
brands. We manufacture in Britain, employing 
over 700 staff, and can incorporate the latest PC 
technology to give you better specifications at 
lower prices. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because,. with no - 
middleman, it means lower prices for you. Our 
own Showroom staff who specialise only in PC 
systems serve you directly and can give you better 
advice to enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer 
look at the quality and performance of our 
systems. Pick-up our PC Buyers Guide and speak 
to our staff who will give sound specialist advice, 
in jargon-free plain English, when you ask for it. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre-configured and ready for use 
with prdoaded software. Simply plug in and 
switch on. Our unique 90 minute video trainer and 
user guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage 
and can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch it and learn from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC. Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition to direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence with complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and 
prices represent the best value in the UK. If you 
are not happy for whatever reason, you can return 
your PC to us within 14 days for a full refund 
excluding delivery costs. 



Top Spec, wHi 166142, 32Mb, 

4.3Gb ancf a massive 
software bundB 
FREE AGFA CAMER A 
worth E292SB 


Equivalent to under £1 per day 
2 Years Merest Free Craft. 


Total prfw-Cash prtes Cl Q99+£25 dsL+VAT- 
EteaamFildttabirMkn. Epson 
Slyta 600 wapi photo qurttyprir** 
pKkbopBDnri££fQS7ftnonBiGttacn2 
. yon burnt too cradl (£249+ VAT- £29248). 
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Budget PC System 

See Showroom staff for details 


• VvK 

L X .J 


Inc. VAT 

166M Multimedia Best Buy model £799 Inc. VAT 




• Intel Pentium* ZOOMhz with 
MMX™ technology 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 4.3Gb UltraATA hard disk 

• 56k vok»/fax/mociem 

• 24 Speed MAX CD-ROM f \ 

• 3D WavetaWe sound T f I 

• 4Mb SIS Graphics Aw I 1 1 W.O< 

• 14” (or optional 15*) SVGA lnc - « 

colour screen 

■ PC *97 chipset ATX motherboard 

• IBM Gold speech recognition 

• Videophone redeve 

• £1000 of software including Lotus SmartSiAe 97 

Product rata«MW(B 

20OM-2 Home Pro 

Best Buy model only £85 +VAT =£99.88 Extra wrth jgggf. 
B4Mb RAM, (aster IBM 6x86MX PR200 processor with 
MMX Techndogy, addtional 5 games software and V/V 
FREE higher spec di^ cartridge printer. yg& 

PioUua code- 400- BM09 

MediaX HomePro 

These mDdeis include Joystick, (Aerophone, larger pramtum 
speakers and 1 5 mufflmedia/ educational titles at orty 
£99+ VAT =£1 16.33 Extra 

Produac wl B ff ZOOMWMtMSSamMWaMBe 

AB our PC s y ste ms arc year 2000 compUaut 


•la 


•IlPT 



Exanpte: ZOOM HomePro MadiaX. Cash price 
£999 +£99 +£2S rtrtusry +VAT = C1319-S3 
No Deposit No payments tor 12 monttB and 
Hot pay fra total in November 1996. Loan Is 
Warast tee B foUy repaid within 12 merths. 
Finance also netebie over a penod of 3 
yean et APR 230%. Finanoe la subject to 
atHtua. WrtttandetaisavaaabteonrequBBt. 


affllWin a PC for Christmas 

In our free Showroom competition 
See Showroom staff for debuts 

Visit your local Showroom or order direct on 

freephone 0800 77 11 07 


ill 
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Time Showrooms within 
the superstores of 


Powerhouse 


AYLESBURY 

Cambridge Ckna, 
Cambridge Retell tafc 

BANBURY 

2 Lockheed CtoMi, 
Bartuy Ratal PM 

BASILDON 

Mayflower Ftetai Park. 

Arterial Road 

BRACKNELL 

SWmpediil Lane 

Pfrthil DU* 
nOuBi raPL 

The PbbI Centre 

BRENTWOOD 

BV85H#i Street 

BRISTOL 

Lysander Road, 
Padway, 
Ct*t» Caraway 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Bee Hue Centre. 
CDUhamsLane 

CANNOCK 

Oibitei Retafl Centre 

CARDIFF 

Ferry Road. 
Canflfl Bay Retail Pak 

CARDIFF 

llwnml DjuuI 

Newport nunj 
(Opes iBft Dec} 

CHIPPENHAM 

HeSiony RcteS Part. 
Foundry Lau 

COVENTRY 

Galagher Ratal Park, 
Stoney Stanton Fbad 

DAGENHAM 

Menietends Retd 
Paris, reppla Road 
DERBY 
TheKingeway 
Retail Park 

GUILDFORD 

Ladymsad Ratafl Parit. 
Europe Part Road 

HAYES 

Lombaidy Ratal Paris, 
Cold Htebour Lane 


HEDGE END 

■ Hedge End Bold 
Part. Toll Bar Why. 
Southampton 

HUNTINGDON 

Hmlingdon Ratal 
Part, St Patera Road 

IPSWICH • 

SandSngsReteflPBrir, 

RansomesWay 

KETTERING 

KaBering Retai Park. 
Carina Road 

LONDON 

KumpfreySbeat, 

Southwart 

NORTHAMPTON 

nwsUaRetaflPart 

NORWICH 

BbcHxny Court, 
S v u DCt fa rta rttoad 

POOLE 

Manning Heart Ratal 
Part Yarrow Road 

SLOUGH 

Bali Road 

SOLIHULL 

Sears Ratal Park, 
Menshafl lake Road 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Nunfing Industrial 

STEVENAGE 

Roaring Meg 
Ratal Part. 
Monte Wood Way 

STOKE 

Festival Part EBuria 

SWINDON 

OreanbridgaRetefl 
Part Drakes Way 

TAHWOKTH | 

Ventura Retafl Centre, j 
BtttarsooH i 

WORCESTER ! 

Bgar Ratal Park. . 



Other Time 
Showrooms 

BUCKBURN 

Whitebaic Trading 
Estate, Peel Centre 

NEWCASTLE 

MetroCentre, 

Red Quadrant, 

GLASGOW 

34-38 Sauchiehall 
Street 

HULL 

Feransway 
(Opens tlih Dec) 

LEEDS 

Crown Point 
Retail Park 
(Opens 12th Dec) 

PRESTON 

The Capitol Centre, 
London Way 

SHEFFIELD 

Meadowhafi 
. Retail Centre 
(Opens 4th Dec) 

TELFORD 

Telford Shopping 
Centre 

WATFORD 

Asda Shopping 
Centre, 

St Albans Road 

All Showrooms open 
Sundays (except Brentwood] 

Canfartay opens soon 




gw*, a***™ 




ft* NurtHff 01282 770701. MfonsrndcorjjaBteaiqrtlBpteBe art tor coramesste N p 

Send «a*i7- 10 dee. a arias tAfcd wflhn 26dmsuteHOlienBBa roacCad kiduatnr aanc 
tnnlMlnr BaWiBiafcTheinrt katto lonoaiaPwaum an n^Mdsadanrianl 
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W&D decides to 
stop the rot 

Investors in Wolverhampton and Dud- 
ley must be tempted to head down to 
the pub for a stiff drink to drown their 
sorrows. 

In the past few months, shares in 
the Midlands brewer and pub group 
have slumped alarmingly. The stock 
has fallen from 7Q5p to 457 Jp, despite 
recovering 6 p yesterday. 

W&D’s main problem has been the 


mer and it is easy to see why W&D's 
profits for the year to September re- 
mained flat at £43.1m. 

W&D has decided to stop the rot 
by admitting failure and reining back 
on its spending programme. 

Given its past record, it has sensi- 
bly decided to use the extra cash to buy 

back up to 25 per cent of its shares. 
The share buy-back should enhance 
earnings and help steady the share 
price. 

W&D has also been able to get rid 
of some of its worst tenanted pubs and 
it has some scope to edge up margins 


Wolverhampton & Dudley: At a glance 

Maricet value: £308m, share price 457.5p (+6p) 

Turnover (Em) 


Earnings per share (p) 
Divttends pet rsKM 


224 

231 

238 

W&zf 



37.2 

38.5 

41.1 


V v @ 



250 


45.4 


276 


46.8 


Business segmental analysis 

Sales Percent Profit* Percent 

Em change Em change 

Tenanted 287 tt.3 102 12.7 

Wrtesafc* 71.7 : 19?' / 92 7 Vai'j 

Overfeeds - - -6.1 -6.9 

Total ma tft.4 • - j 804 . ' 64 
‘Irctaifes tree trade loan Income 



400 

33 94 35 96 3? 


poor returns it has made from its am- 
bitious capital expenditure pro- 
gramme. 

It invested its money in some dodgy 
pub brands which have subsequently 
flopped. 

Trade has been hit by competition 
from the huge number of rival theme 
pubs springing up all around the 
country. 

W&D’s staff costs ran well over 
budget, due to poor controls, adding 
to the misery. 

Throw in the fact that there was un- 
expected fall in the number of pints 
drunk by British drinkers in the sum- 


as h gets costs under control. However 
analysts believe W&D will have to 
work hard to achieve anything more 
than pedestrian profit growth over the 
next few years. 

Its Banks’s beer remains a popu- 
lar pint, but volumes continue to fall 
in a declining market. 

Panznure Gordon forecasts current- 
year profits of £45.5 m, putting the 
shares on a prospective p/e ratio of 9. 

With the stock now sitting on a 
steep discount to even the depressed 
brewing sector, shareholders should 
bold on and hope W&D can get it right 
this year. 


However the shares will not start 
to look attractive until W&D proves 
it can start producing acceptable re- 
turns on hs investment. 


Market warms 
to Berisford 


Things are starting to look up at 
Berisford, Alan Bowkett’s Magnet 
kitchens and Welbflt ovens group, 
after a disastrous 1996. 

A strike in the Magnet factory in 
Darlington has been sorted out and the 
systems problems in the US are also 
a thing of the past. Though the pain 
of the profits warning will linger, the 
company put on the style yesterday with 
a rebound in profits, which soared by 
47 per cent before exceptional items 
to£37m in the year to September. The 
figures were well above most City ex- 
pectations and provoked a round of 
broker upgrades. 

Analysts are now hoping that both 
Wribilt and Magnet can make head- 
way in inaricets that are still fragmented 
and acquisitions are expected. Welbflt, 
which supplies ovens and grills prin- 
cipally to fast-food chains, increased 
profits by an underlying 6 per cent 

Though growth in the VS marker 
has slowed as the major chains rein 
back expansion plans, this has been 
compensated for by growth in other 
markets. Some $4m is being invested 
in a new technology centre which 
should speed product development and 
increase the pace of productivity and 
cost improvements. 

At Magnet which accounts for 
one-quarter of the business, profits rose 
by nearly 50 per cent after the dis- 
ruption of the strike. 

Underlying sales growth is ahead of 
the market average thoughmoch of this 
is coming from customers trading up 
to more expensive kitchens rather 
than higher sales volumes. 

With only an estimated 7 per cent 
of the kitchens market, Mr Bowkett 
reckons there is scope for share gains 
as muth of the market is stffl accounted 
for by independents. 

Costs should also fall, though the 
plan to enter the bedroom and bath- 
room markets have alarmed some in 
the City. 

With the shares jumping ll-5p to 


181 Jjp and analysts forecasting full-year 
profits of £42m, the shares trade on a 
forward multiple of just 9. 

The rating reflects past poor per- 
formance but now looks good value. 

Pound deflates 
LIG’s growth 


London International, the condom 
and Marigold gloves maker, has man- 
aged to keep the pledge its chief ex- 
ecutive, Nick Hodges, made to 
shareholders at the end of last year to 
achieve double-digit earnings growth. 

However, it only made it by the skin 
of its teeth. Pre-tax profits for the six 
months rose 13.7 per cent to £ 10.8m, 
but earnings per share were up just Kk4 
percent. 

LIG’s growth has been held back by 
the strong pound, which depressed 
profits by £300,000. Heavy capital in- 
vestment involved in creating the new 
super-thin Avanti condom and costs as- 
sociated with the phasing out of its pro- 
duction of powdered examination 
gloves in the US in favour of powder- 
free alternatives also hindered the 
group’s progress. 

Sales were actually down a touch in 
sterling terms to £155. 6m but costs were 
sharply down, allowing operating mar- 
gins to rise from 7.9 per cent of sales' 
to 8.9 per cent 

The performance of the condom 
and glove business remains encourag- 
ing with sales up 7 per cent to £119Jm 
despite the currency hit. 

However the jury is stfll out on the 
success of Avanti. Initial sales are go- 
ing well fait it is unlikely to make a sig- 
nificant impact on profits in the short 
term. 

There is also a question mark hang- 
ing over the health and beauty business 
which continued to decline. LIG will 
probably be forced to dispose of some 
of the worst performers in the division 
to get profits moving in the right di- 
rection again. 

Analysts are still forecasting full-year 
profits of around £41m, which on yes- 
terday's prioe of 156p, down lip on the 
day, pats the group on a prospective 
multiple of 19. 

Given concerns over health and 
beauty and sterling that looks expen- 
sive. High enough. 
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Industrial Landscape, 

■nepwtwg by the "^tchshekmenaiM 

has been with the comply for but 

. this isn’t asset stripping jays 

proceeds will be used to buy artworks for La 

porte’s new head office u> If**"- 

“Rather than having art m one room, we 
thought we’d rather have a collection of art 

all be tasteful stuff, he adds. 

Libya is to give neighbouring^ a loan of 
$16m, which will be repayable in part by foe 
delivery of camels, I read in Nigers govero- 
mrnVdW, le Sahel. The loan will repayable 

10 yaam, S 


Marcus Flan tin, who left LWT as its direc- 
tor of programmes in 1992 to become ITV’s 
first network director, got a new job yester- 
day - as LWFs director of programmes. 

Granada, which, controls LWT has pro- 
moted Simon Shsps, director of programmes 
at the station, to do the same job for the whole 
of Granada Television. 

The duo win report to Andrea VVonfor and 
Jules Burns, joint managin g directors of 
finmafta productio ns , when they take up thee 
posts next month. 

Stew Morrison, chief executive of Granada 
Media group, said: “Marcus is the original 
Gladiator. We welcome him back to LWT 
ITV’s flagship weekend station.” I look for- 
ward to seeing Mr Hamm wielding a giant cot- 
ton bud any day uow. 

David Meflor's Dew job as a presenter on Clas- 
sic FM sounds a lot more fun than the jobs 
most ex-Tory minist ers go for. Instead of a 
String of non-exec directorships with obscure 
oil exploration companies, the country’s lead- 
ing Chelsea supporter will be introducing clas- 
sical music for the first time to guests such as 
Yinnie Jones, the Wimbledon footballer. 

I just hope Mr Melior is wearing his shin 
pads for the occasion. 

km Livingstone MR newscaster Marty® 
Lewis and Sir David Frost have also agreed 
to appear on Across the Threshold, a two-hour 
selection of music and chat to go out on Sun- 
days in the new year. 

“The show will be broadcast from Meflor’s 
spectacular London home [and will feature] 
music drawn from David’s personal collection 
of between 8.000 and 10,000 CD recordings,” 
says Classic FM. 

Jim Leug, chief executive and managing di- 
rector of Laporte, the speciality dtemkals com- 
pany, is delighted by his latest disposal. The 
company has just sold its LS Lowry painting. 


grace, ana ' <-nn 

oart in cash, part through the export of L500 
camels a year. Now there’s an idea, flwhaps 

the IMF would be interested in our mad cows. 

Spare a thought for John Slade, who recently 
reigned as bead of City investment at Rkfaard 
fi I k, the property agents, in order to head 
Hamptons’ new commercial property arm. Just 
two days after Mr Slade had sold his equity 
stake in Richard HUis, the firm announced it 
was in talks to be acquired by giant Amen- 
«« «. ai MtsitA firm losfenia. for scrufllions of 
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have gone bust in the past month are based 
in the same street in Tokyo. Brian Tbra of Grqg 
Middleton tells me that Yamaicfai Securities, 
Sanyo Securities and Hokkaido Thkusboku all 
have head offices in a street which locals have 
promptly renamed Tosan-dari - Bankruptcy 
Row. Brian doesn't tell me what’s happened 
to rents there, however. 

Coopers & Lybrand, the accountancy firm, is 
holding a motivational workshop for business 
people next Monday morning titled: “Thist me 
- Tm passionate.” If the thought of passion- 
ate accountants doesn't make you too queasy, 
pop along to the Grosvenor House Hotel on 
Monday, where Coopers' gurus will tell you 
how to “get people to trust each other in the 
workplace”. The workshop on getting pigs to 
fly comes Later. 

“The name is Bond... Eurobond.” Roger 
Moore, the urbane actor who is also Unicef 
special representative for the performing 
arts, yesterday launched the Unicef Euro 
Bond, the first bond in history to be denom- 
inated in euros. In fact, it’s a perpetual zero 
coupon bond, effectively an irredeemable do- 
nation to Unicef, the United Nations children's 
fund. All funds will go to projects in Bolivia. 
The nominal price of the bond is 1 euro, plus 
a premium of 599 euros, worth £415. 

And anyone who doesn't buy one will be 
dropped into a tank of piranhas. 
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CATHY NEWMAN 


The way to a man's heart may 
be througb his stomach, but 
not necessarily If the man in 
question is a stockbroker, as 
Standard Chartered discov- 
ered to its peril yesterday. 

The bank invited several 
leading analysts to lunch yes- 
terday, only to sec its shares 
viciously marked down in af- 
ternoon trading. As it turned 
out. Standard's hospitality was 
not at faulL What had worried 
analysis was the company's 
post-prandial comments that 
it hoped the market would be 
prepared to provide capital for 
an acquisition. Fears of a 
rights issue sent the shares 
down 22p to 675p. 

The cash-tills were ringing 
for other banks, though, with 
Royal Bank of Scotland J2p 
richer at 685p. The group re- 
ported pre-tax profit of£76Sm 
for the year, up 1 9 per cent. A 
wave of upgrades are expect- 


ed to follow the betler-than- 
cxpectcd figures. Nat West 
was one of many brokers to 
make positive noises yesterday. 

Lloyds TSB was another 
one in the money, adding 13p 
to 684p after a buy recom- 
mendation from Pimmure 
Gordon. The broker believes 
Lloyds will make a large ac- 
quisition within the next six 
months. Standard Chartered 
has been mentioned as a pos- 
sible target, though Panmure 
believes Lloyds is more likely 
to have an insurance company 
in its sights. 

Barclays, up 6 p to £14.47, 
is also looking at the insurance 
sector, which might explain 
why, once again, market- 
makers liked Commercial 
Union. It was the second- 
biggest Footsie climber, soar- 
ing 34p to 85 2p, although 
volume was light. 

United Utilities far out- 


shone the other blue chips, 
though, as dealers responded 
enthusiastically to the results 
of a strategic review by Derek 
Green, the new chief execu- 
tive. United, up 52p to 777p, 
was buoyed by news of addi- 
tional cost-cutting and a more 
cautious outlook on overseas 
expansion. The company 
shrugged off sell advice from 
ABN Amro Hoare GovetL 

Vodafone Group was an- 
other star performer in the first 
division, dialling up a 13p rise 
to 394p. US investors are be- 
lieved to be buying large 
chunks of shares following a 
week-long tour of New York 
and Boston institutions by 
Vodafone's management. 
There were also the perennial 
whispers that AT&T might 
launch a bid. 

Yet again, Footsie had an 
uneventful day. Although it 
managed to break through 


the 4,900 barrier at several 
points, it closed just 222 points 
down at 4889. Will Street was 
closed for Thanksgiving, so 
London had nowhere to turn 
for inspiration. Although vol- 
ume was a respectable enough 
685 million, the number of 
shares changing hands was 
inflated by the purchase of 
around 20 per cent of Red- 
land’s shares by Lafarge, 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 
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which agreed a £l.Sbn bid for 
the budding materials group 
on Tuesday night. 

A pair of new issues graced 
the market. Tetra, the com- 
puter group, was placed at 
160p and dosed ll-5p up; 
Seascape Shipping, a ship- 
broking firm, started trading 
at 250p and finished up 5p. 

Positive results and a buy 
note from ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett among others helped 
Johnson Matthey add 30.5p to 
553p. Another broker sug- 
gested the precious metals 
group, which reported a 14 per 

cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£S 8 . 2 m, was good value up to 
650p. However, Nat West said 
it was “cautious” on the com- 
pany. 

Meanwhile, despite flat 
pre-cxceptional profits, 
Wolverhampton edged up 6 p 
to 457Jp. The pub group’s 
share price has bad a disas- 


trous year, fading from 705p 
in the summer and underper- 
forming the sector by around 
30 per cent in recent months. 

Metro tect Industries, a 
company specialising in the 
manufacture and supply of 
anti-corrosive coatings, rose 
7 Jp to 35p after good results. 

Neepsend, the engineer- 
ing company, managed to 
avoid a tumble despite issuing 
a profits warning. The group 

said it was in talks which could 

lead to a merger, and as a re- 
sult it nudged up 8L5p to 39-5p. 

Zeneca continued to gain 

following Wednesday’s ap- 
proval of the Zomig migraine 
drug. The drugs behemoth 
closed up 69p at £18.96. 

First Technology's two-for- 
one capitalisation issue begins 
trading today. The shares yes- 
terday finished unchanged at 
926 .5p, almost 300p higher 
than a year ago. 


Crown Products Group, the 
AlM-Dsted gifts, arts and 
crafts manufacturer, is ex- 
pected to ouveil its refinanc- 
ing plans within a fortnighL 
The com pan# which said at 
its AGM in August that there 
was a dear need for new 

fluids, lost another penny 
yesterday and dosed a 
whisker above zero at L25p. 
Crown, which has appointed 
a new chairman since the 
AGM, has been talking to in- 
stitutional investors in the 
past few weeks about its 
plans. 

Norths tar Securities, the 
property group, is believed to 
be on the point of agreeing a 
merger, Julian Meld, chief 
executive, resigned yesterday 
and City sources said it was 
likely the company had re- 
ceived a bid approach. North- 
star came to the market in 
the spring at 30p. It closed 
unchanged at 47p last night 
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NOTICE TO 
C&G BORROWERS 

• C&G 8 variable interest rotes are to increase by 
0.25% per annum. 

• The increase takes effect on 1 December 1997 for 
loans where no notice period for rate changes is 
required. 

• For loans where a notice period ie required, 
borrowers have already been sent individual 
notification. 

■ For loans in our annual instalment review scheme, 
the change will be reflected in payments bom 
March 1998. 

• This notice does not apply lo new variable rale 
loanB which started on or after 20 November 1997 
as they are already on the new rate, nor does h 
apply to mortgages with a fixed interest rate. 

Chettenham&Gloiicestef 

Chfhmbam & Glranaer pk Barnett Way Gloucester CM 3RL 
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509 _ Ll 27.1 235C 
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M9a 09 19 Ht to 
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769 - 50 HJ S3 


■209 09 15 IU 400 
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459 -R9 4J 95 400 
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+19 50 KU 4flB 
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CRICKET 


England want 
county veto 
for Graveney 


David Graveney is set to 
be handed more power 
over England team 
affairs than any previous 
chairman of selectors. 

Mark Baldwin reports. 

England players may be with- 
drawn from county matches 
next season if David Graveney, 
the chairman of selectors, 
thinks it is in the national team’s 
interests- 

An executive meeting of the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board at Lord's next week will 
be asked to give Graveney the 
power to order counties to rest 
players. At the moment Eng- 
land players can be rested only 
if county clubs agree to the se- 
lectors' request. 

England's hierarchy and 
Lord’s officials agree that some- 
thing needs to be done to re- 
duce the amount of cricket that 
leading players are expected to 
play, especially because an un- 
relenting international schedule 
now awaits England over the 
next 18 months. 

Ian Botham, speaking at a 
lunch in London yesterday, 
said that central Lord’s con- 
tracts for the leading players 
would now he a logical next step. 

The former England all- 


rounder said: “Someone like 
Graham Thorpe, for example, 
should not have to play for Sur- 
rey very much at all outside of 
the international schedule. 

“And, if we did it property, 
our Test players would play 
only three or four Champi- 
onship matches a season. 

“In Australia you don’t see 
their top players playing Shield 
cricket. Glenn McGrath, their 
best fast bowler, has only played 
once for New South Wales in 
the last three years.” 

Botham believes that getting 
beaten 3-0 by Zimbabwe in a 
one-day series last winter “was 
the best thing that could have 
hap pened to English cricket . 

In a foreword to the new 
Benson and Hedges Cricket year, 
Botham criticises England’s 
players for their attitude in 
Zimbabwe. However, he is op- 
timistic that Mike Atherton’s 
team will do well in the West La- 
thes this winter. 

“If ever the West Indies 
were there for the taking on 

their home soil then it is now, 
and I think we will win or come 

dose to it this winter," Botham 
said. 

“I also think it will be to Eng- 
land’s advantage if Brian Lara 
is made captain of the West In- 
dies because that will increase 
the pressure on him." 
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Derbyshire 

SlaS? 

UflY 

8 Scg^FortoilBHl 
10 ft AXJ 

13 Whrt**at*a Darby ft) 

sa mara.. ..- 

28 (S) L£WBtBrahr«, CJwntorSeW ft) 

'feasssSEst— 

SiSSSBSftgr 

ssbhm 


AX) 


JULY 

IEskk. Dotty 
5 Essex, Dwby 
uwtwwU. 
18 (S) South Africa. 


AX). 


f. AX) 

18 (S) ac mn /««■ “"- “ TP? ^ u, - 

lffiSSS53S!!SSS5;S« 

30 Km. Darby ft) 

AUGUST 


assgssg«. 

Buraias/" 

Hampshire 

ff ftiwl 'PSiWiiirrli* 1 ft) 

ISSBSSR'- 

Ism?” 

(S) Snmwsat T*"** ft) 





S Want Tgg h 
7 Eawt Owiri^roi Pj “V 
BQa nwcgm. C^t'Jl-^ 

■ 17 AX) 

18 Easat. TBGtUAN M 

29 (S) GbmoiBX'i TBG ” • • 

sSSwm.TWW 

iT 3 ® 

SS§P*- 

28 (S) Esaw. TBC ft) 

;:&5SS36*a 

SeSKiSrA? 

5vSSdoNna.TBCW 

B»tywl!*at*e.TTChAX) 

5iS3KSSSK& 

Su*£25SaL*““ r 1 i lAX1 




AX).... 


s^3s§? ff " 

30 Dirham 9ow>»i* in w 


19 somarset tow j 
aSomewLfctnon U 

2« Dirham Doty ft) 

30 Durham Doty ft AX) 

sep naam 

1 Lancaa^ OldTWjW M 


13 Gtaucestordiht. UJtdb ft 


AX) 


17 |S) DortyjHre, Dotty ft) 

Northamptonshire 

Unfversity Fsnnerb I 


APRtt. 

14 


Ravindra Pushpakumara, of Sri Lanka, traps India’s 
Mohammad Azharuddin Ibw on the second day of the 
second Test match in Nagpur yesterday Photograph: AFP 

Dravid leads India’s charge 


LAX) 

?AX> 


Sachin Tendulkar was the only 
Eront-tine batsman not to take 


dia piled on the runs to reach 
401 for 5 after the second day 
of the second Test against Sri 
Tunica at Nagpur yesterday. 

The Indian captain was 

bonded round his leg? by Ravin- 
dra Pushpakumara for IS, while 
his side extended their total 
from 133 for 1 after the rain-hit 
fiist day. Rahul Dravid led In- 
dia’s charge against a limited Sri 
t »n lean attack with a polished 


92. Navjot Sidhu (79), Mo- 
hammad Azharuddin (62) and 
Saurav Ganguly (67 not out) 
also scored freely. 

0 Heavy rain stopped the Aus- 
tralian openers. Made' Taylor and 
Matthew Elliot, poshing on 
from their solid start against 
New Zealand in the third Tfest 
in Hobart yesterday. After an 
-early lunch, the second and 
third sessions were washed out 
with Australia left on 39 for 0. 

Scoreboards, Sporting 
Digest, page 31 


..Thint Bridge ft) 


TENNIS: DAV1 S CUP FINAL 


Larsson ready to challenge the supremacy of Sampras 

„ , . r-j. DAVIS CUP DRAW: 'today's trtngtea: J cial With the Club! 

_ . — l Mann lie nlnwt»d Michael Chan E, who IS BrSE-- u rhann M Larasofl V PS fan- 


Sweden have chosen Magnus 
Larsson as their second singles 
player for the Davis Cup final 
against the United States which 
starts today. Larsson is the only 
man to beat Sampras twice this 
vear. and was preferred to 
Thomas Enqvist. 

Larsson will play Sampras in 
today's second singles after the 
world No 4 Jonas Bjoricman has 


played Michael Chang, who is 
ranked one place ahead of him. 

Larsson deariybdieves be can 

win against both Chang and Sam- 
pras. “The most important thing 
is that 1 know what it feels like to 
beat him,'’ Larsson said of Sam- 
pras. “He knows he can lose to 
me unless he plays very welL I 
have a chance and I have come 
here to take it," 


■Its Bjoricman v Sandras. Larsson v 


0 The Croatian Goran Ivani- 
sevic is not forsaking tennis for 
football after alL Ivanisevic 
was reported to be considering 
playing for Hadjok Split instead 
of in the Davis Cup for Croa- 
tia next February, but an offi- 


cial with the club said yesterday: 

“Come on, it was just a joke.” 
Hie whole affair seems to have 
originated from an aside made 
by the Hajduk coach, Luka 
Bonadc, over the transfer of 
Tomislav Erceg to the Italian 
Sene B side Ancona. Bonacic 
said he was so desperate that 
he had decided to pick Ivani- 
sevic. 


Durham 

APRH. 

17 WhnwkW*ai E dpbaaion j 

II AY 

3 vfetoMtonrtm Wbreeeter ft AX) 

tssssssas^a. 
WSSMBBS^ £U™ 

17 E»WL CtaMtort»4»«*HAJ2_ 

18 Cantotfgo unlwmlty Famarii «3) 

SBBSSHa 

29 (5) NB W i tf wm a hire Tt» 

JUKE 

TM dSSreC.ffA l Q 

USC353SSSESSS f™ 

I7\brtattre awtanto^Hj W 
31 Won™. Cheetor-teGteg* tl AX) 

24 NoridK Lotartwm (t IW) 
juy 

I LeBa atm Hre. Dortrigton ft) 

II Ybricrtm Searbatoutf) (I) (Notwem boo- 
14 South^frica. 

18 m Awtmta A. H 

19 (T) Austmb A, CheaterJteStraet (1) 

22 Ecmowtt W 

2B Somarert. bunio n ft AX) _ 

30 Hmips«nL Sou«ww*r M 

I AUGUST „ 

•• 2 H aniart ra. Somharrxyn ft AX) 

: 5 Sussw, Esatbouma rt 

: In ^^4ra?Swur4e-SlrMt W „ 

1 23 Lancasrtra. CHBS»f-te-Slre« a AX) 

: Essex 

: TTWacastBfrfibn. W° rePB»ar ^ 

• 19 Watcosieral*®. Wtarewsw { 1 .AX 1 

: 236«*smOB*T^rriM 
28 Suraw. ClwAiiwb 0. AX) 

• 29 Qtamo^pX CaoRSn |l BH) 

\ MAY M 

i iasg fflsask. »HL. 

: SBSSgSS&esfw 


AUGUST 

2 Durtwm. SaAhBfb 
E Kent. Canteftxty U 
8 Khu. CartagAyMg 

31 MdCtaam. Southarapian w 


p. AX) 


13 WtarcaBterenra WOT^tarfl AX) 

17 IS) Lancashm. OH Traitor) (fl 

Kent 

T7^£S«*k. C aTtofa ty W 

19 WdcteMK. 

23 GnmoTjan, J W 

28 Gtonoraan. C anlH P. Aiq 

28 Somoraat Tbunbn iv 

2GBoucaMrt8fs»ifBi Cart»6ury {L 

SajrMVCwmrtMTftBjy 

10 0 touceatwal *a- Brist ol (LAX) 

13 Lancashire. Cto acrbu y W 

17 LancasMe. Ca ntobury ft AX) 
19 S*wm AMca. Cartorbuy P) 

21 IS) itotiain. Canto faury^W 

23 Dutwa CW»jjjry ft AX) 

29 (S) Surrey. TTw Ovd (4) 

Tunbridge WUs W 
7 Sussex. TutolUg B W»te ( VAX) 

11 Uito!s8BrahraI«De^W 

s aaaaaaB * 

ZgtZtSSSg&Z! 11 - 

27 (S) Oxtori umwmty. 

■ av 

1 Ybri«3l*6 MniriaiarM « 

5 Ytrtahm. MaMMane Q. AX) 


BH) 


85,tBfa n 

29 Mkto Coundsa Lutoi (LBH) 

J&B-sfies&sVB 
laasaatiSSSw 

g Lancadura, Otd TtaHord ri . BH) 
? 3 %riS*a Norttwnipton W 

17 IbriiaMrA NorBtoiiwnfL AX) 

19 Sorrwfsct TbunMn p . A» 

31 E9G0X. *tod a AX) 

3^xmcast*% Nof thar 'l*^ 

gsaag aasr j" 

21 MtktoeuNOTtfWiT^ (LA* 
aa GtouCTsSensrira. Ws4Q* n 

28 Soutfi Africa ftothanptoi fi) 

l^caeterdje »too^r {fl 

sBSSaa« 

SVSSiatnaHw. Ttob B rtdaa a AX) 

7 Sritmto. ItortTfflTpto) TO 

gSriUrtaWtolKuynesm 

i4(S)Samimllto*mW M 
IB WtarwfcWiJft Norttwrpton W 
23 Wanrtcksrtra. Narlhamplon ft AX) 


5 Ttncanru 

sastsiiittw^sss 


AX) 


mmMnaeSHSnaaastoOe 

or Tins 14M jfi , 

15 Ewe*, Sorihand tj) 

19 Esso*. Southend (1 AX) 


asissrAS , !r ,,n 

AUGUST 

2 DflityaWrei Derby ft AX) 


30 Kent N a il —H< on i 
SEPTE MBBFI 

i OfaiwiaV W Brima jfl 
fl 9U8S«. Morttwripw) W 

13 Sasat, N orthampbin 
17 (S) Essat ChomSord W 

Nottinghamshire 

APRIL 



23 SorrjereeTairttti jj) 

26 Somoraet Thurton (V AX) 


_ _ J The Owi n AX) 

jiar" 

1 aam®0an,T»W 

K 

1 WxtaKra www« 

■s— «£ sssr« 

Sussex 

• lAOdo rd urtvya i^Tt^Parig g) 

17 (S) LacoHia Ho* w Ay4 
41 A5Q 
23 Essax, Chanatoa w 

SSSSSSSlrW 

ssssbb™*, 

SSBSSSL- 

®«®£Sa 

HSSSSSffi5&5l>w 

26 (S) LekartBrthire. Lotoaeiet W 

fsJnare* j? ^ 

19 QtautxratonilAw. Cholartton C 1 AX) 

lESg: 

SSJSSEISS&hax, 

S^XS^ThS.™ 

«l SSSSSSt EiSt "* . ■ 

13 Ncymampwnstya Northamplon ft AX) 

17 [fl) Yorkw«a. How W 

Warwickshire 

APRIL 

17 Durham. „ 

19 Dutiorn FttoMaini ft AX) 

23 SurrBVl The Ova W . 

28 Surrey. The Oval lL M „ 

29 Lancasrira, OW Trattod ft BH) 

MAY 

I No rthanybin^ 381 

tiaaesssssr^S 1 
;?SSSRKSV n 
a gaajaaf Ssa.B 

31 Scfnenan. tairton ft AX) 

JUNE 

3 SoreersHL blttW .. 

II Gtaucwtwdim gnaoj W 
14 QlnjCflSlBf^VQi BfWol (X AXJ 
17 Sussex, Howl l*q t}jxn each dayj 


* NI§M6ILQ.yA!r...E] ISDiBS 


South Africa Tour 

-fcneo Th>ptV4n»Ri«y svtos 

May 21 Tha Oval 
May 23 OWTraftod 
May 24 atHoadn^oy 
ComMi Tbst Series 
jun 4 Rretlbsl (Edtfjastan) 
jun 1 8 Second Tbst (tnirfis) 

July 2 ThW Test (OkJ Datlord) 
July 23 Fourth Test (Trent BnJge) 
Aug 6 Rfth test (Headn^ey) 


Triangular one-day 

tournament 

14 South Africa v Sn Lanka (Trent 


*J) _ 

Aug 16 En^and v Sn Larfca (Lonfb) 
Aug 18 Errand v South Africa (Edg- 
badon) 

Aug 20 Rrml (Lonfs) 

Sri Lanka Tour 

Aug 27 One-off Teat (Tlw Oval) 


31 italhanirtonaMre Itodft AX) 

3 N uUmtfi a niJ vra. tfcrt (*) 

illS5gS3«i?«i 

17 Scmareat B^J W 

21 SomWMt Bath ft AX) M ^ 

juur 



NBA 

-nvtga 


Pax, 

„„lrwoMng 

13 or Tues 14 


i ft. AX) 


19 Kent Southend ft 
21 m wsvridohka. 

23 (S) Wbn«*B»*» 

31 [S) South AMea, i 
A UGUST _ ___ M 

II SSig3Sgff« >. 

iiaasea.' ssas g.. 

23 aSwtonrtft CoWMW ft AX) 

SSSSlSSSSSw 

13 ufcestorahke, Leteaaw 

17 (S, NarthamptworeA r 

Glamorgan 

APRIL ,, 

17 GtaucasanHiB. Brew* 

19 Gtauceawrehra SrMQl 

23Kert.grft;W 1 . tf , 

ssl'ctW 

MAY 

1 trotand.— 

3MddtoeK. 

B Susaex. HL-- - 
g 

10 Somereet CanW ft 


W 


LAX) 


i£assr ,tlBHI 

c. How ft .EH) 


14 (Sj GtaucestartWremMo W 

afflaag53 aasg«s . 

SlSSl^lSSSSIf™ 

SEPTEMBER 

8 Storey, The Oval ft AXJ 

9 Soreereot t yerito y W 

13 Somareet Canwto y ft A)q 
17 (S) Warwickshire, Edcpasm W 

Lancashire 

APRIL 

29 WbrwtckriM 0U Trattod ft ai) 

MAY 

I Lstow to eMra lete^rft 

W858Stfl3SW 

13 Kert. C aYartw y 

T7K«4Con»rt*xyM^) 
jyRg __ 

3 Ptoritwnpw"'** n^ 2?!!E51 {?n » 

II ScmwetggTWfaSff.^ 
wKoawtoriW^ 

sgasse^sss?**- 


MAY 

1 Mkw Cot»Xlag ._Pan | i ftU ge 'ft , 

2 Lelce3tw!i*v, Tien* Qkki* ft BH) 

4 “~ 


ft BH) 
ft AX) 


2 LetcesHremv, wi v»— ' -u, 

4 NaUW'»ilorwhl ra._ltotlw 'iX^ ft BH) 

10 Durtwn. Trent 
13 Eu»w. Trent 

19 OouSaerereSlS e' Brid ge ft AX) 

SKS3S?'^M"-« 

29 (S, Dreham Trent Bridge tq 

JUNE 

3 Essex, Head (4) 

10 Oiitod Urtverslt*, The Parks 


iSwdifiBSlwre^b. Subreef oisomISmc 
notplMtag South AMca on Wed tD June! 


not 

17 


AX) 



29 (S? ' TBC W 

Soubwmptoj W 

r Han^retwe. Sorifontoon ft AX) 

11 Wo BaBttfaWw. gKH j TO 
14 yi to wsto ri ra Carelttft AX) 
17lal casiBn5Hw getdffW jM 

I &SBZn 


5 Surey. TBC ft AX 

sBss* 3 


£2* ryn £ll?s.« 


30(S)WtewttcJwa,l 
Sm^gda^EdrfHBWi ftAX) 

siisssri 


Beyond commitment. Beyond skill. Beyond an 
impenetrable wall of flesh and bone. Beyond the basket 
the eye of a needle suspended 100ft high. Beyond slam 
dunks that rattle the hoop like a snake. Beyond desire. 

Beyond belief 

There Is NBA Live 98. 
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Sony PlayStation’- SEGA Saturn'- Windows* 95 
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neasitr 

Gloucestershi re 
APRIL 

17Gamorgan. B ristq W) 

19 Gtemrgaa Brtsto ftA)q 

33 ttitom, Oiesta ln-Sfe'yj jj, 

28 Durham. Chesto-ta-SirBat ft AX, 

30 Surrey, The Oval ft BH) 

MAY 

2 Kern Cantotaty ft 
4 SorrewML BrtodftjW . 

6 British Urtvarslttas. B«e4 ft BH) 

9 Hampshire. Bristol ft BH) 
lOKart. BnsUft«qi 
13UceaktfSt*U gristo (4) 

17 LetoontanMni &nw ft**? 

19 w uu i ijM ii ut W L Trent Brtdgn ft AX) 
21 © Ybriurtn Gtouoratai (4) 
SStatelwaGtoucestefftAX) 

29 (S) South Africa. Bnstot (4) 

JUNE 

IMKSSSMax, 

aSS3SS£lS!f« 

17 W uotto tB whro , Wtoccaata M „ 

It Wbfcasfcrslmi Vfarcesrer ft A)0 
34 N or BanuMo c gH r a Bristel ft NW) 
JULY 

1 Haretahire. SoMiampton W 
SHanaa t weLSouthamptaiftAX) 

14 Suswc. Otajtorfwh 


aim 


uneorwwtoeria* 


aswn «w Bospowra a go. 1 

nn^Mw. vt. ews» nan *"»•** 

w 


■ ... n«* wn n niw wa — mow™** orw 
VZ. DM 

ww9s*W«» 


■ VUyQAM* 



ct saw EwreiP 'IUH u4 


18 &as «. QwRwha m ft AX) 
1 flftar 8 Bw ytwim.C hal 
22 Surrey, CneCenham pi, 

29 Surrey. ChBUanhnm ft AX) 

fVSShire. otd Tranonl Ml 
9 Lancashn. 0d Thifford ft AX) 
14 (3) Ifent. Briatat I4| 


ft AX, 


JULY 

14 Worcast arshlre. Lyg wrnff.^ 

sgxs^isifcr 

SuS3ssLSar»™ 

gLp ^Le Q fg.i-nsLh.y 1 

SggSSS&KR'Aw 

Bgar saggft - 

BBBIiSWSSSiMf 

sssssk^'S^W .„ 

:?Sffissr«iTSsS) K ™ 

Leicestershire 

■|^]L 

17 |3) CamWdpo ! **««?¥ ,ftww> CT 
23 Woreasw^ga. Letcwto W 

28 Wtoewsttrelvre. Lereasto ft AX) 

MAY 

1 Lancashire. Letceger ft.BH) 

2 NrtttiotwnshrtL Trert Brens ft 
4 VterrectaHie, Letecalw ft BH ) 

6 w u rd ia ii^Xonshlr e. .Nurar a r reA gn ft BH) 
8 Minor CtKrtWS. i recoamr ( I.BW, 

10 WarwK fcd*a E t toxs anft AX) 

13 BouceaarMwa. W 

— ieM tyftV S 

29 (S, Owtyrfbe. Chaswtwd f») 

aWrtatfB, jf . „ 

7 YaksHre. Heacingtav ft AX) 

11 Kart. Wcrtar ft 

14 Kart, LatceswftAJQ 

17 Gtarragsri. owan pr 

ttSaSSB!:* 

28 (S) Sussex, Lateestnr M 

jUlY 

1 Durham. Darlngten W 

aa?B88itg— 

sissssssRSsa:"** 

24 raauS^LBtoMttr w 

30 Lancastwe. CM Traftoo W 
MyiSaa CM Traftad ft AX) 

saSr 

19 MddofK. Ufcrter W 
23 Sunax. LateoflierftA* 
are S i W i ii r w f*o.TBC' 

3 0NaHfc tghaiwtf*e- Tlwd 
a Mcfdraw. Lsteester ft AX) 

VbHSSAM 

17 RSurreyi The Oval (4) 

Middlesex 

APRIL 

17 Kant CartertMY fj) 


ft AX) 


29 Sussan. Lnnffc ft BH| 


28 (S) Gfcwnorgan. Trore Bodge W 
JULY 

1 Mddasan. Trere Bridge £) 

B WrJdewn. Dwri B^ft AXi 

12 Gfamugan. Trent Bndg? ft AX) 

15 Ybrtarire. Scartxxouqn m 
19 Kbrioshire, Scarborough ft AX) 

22 HwrialWa Portsmcxrth (4) 

28 Hampartra, Portsmouth 0 AX) 

30 NnrBMmptonstwg Treffl Bnd^ (4) 
AUGUST 

2 Mormanplcnsritre, Trem Bridge it AXl 
9 yfarcartaretoe. Klddemwistaf (4) 

9 Worcostarshira Worcester ft AX) 

19 3urniy. Tram Bndga (4) 

23 Srerny, Thant B ridg e ft AX) 

28 Lotaeanrshm. TBC w 

30 LMcestBrelvre Trert frxlgt: ft AX) 
SEPTEMBER 

6 Essat, Chetmstad ft AX) 

9 Lancaddre, Trert Bridge Ml 
13 Lancashire, Trert Bridge ft AX) 

17 I.S) GBuCoawrohm Trent Bndgo M) 

Somerset 

APRIL 

iTYartesrtre Hea*toey (J) 

19 Wcdwo Headnoley ft AX) 

23 MartncrwrrHlWa Tbunm M) 

28 Nreiktorarrerte. Taunton n. axi 
28 Kurt. Wl ft BH) 

30 British Unhrersrtea. Teredon ft BH) 
MAY 

4 aoucasKKttra. Bristd ft 1 

5 Hamadwa Taunton ft BH) 

B Sunay. The Oval ft BH) 

10 Gbmorgarx CareHl ft AX) 

13 Mddesiu. Loafs M) 

17 Mddesex. Lonft ft AX, 

19 Nu Hli^ rpto n ahiie. Taunton ft AX) 

21 ISJ aarey Burton (4) 

25 Sunay Xauton ft AX) 

31 WariwJrslwa Tauton (l AX) 

JUNE 

3 Warwfc A srtra. Taunton (4) 

11 Lancashire. Otd Trattod M) 

14 Lflneashra. OM Trattod ft AXl 
17 Esso*. Bath Mj 

21 Essax. Bath ft AX) 

24 HcfianC. Turnon ft NW) 

28 |S) Hampshire. Taunton (4) 

JULY . 

1 aiMDB.How mum start eechdafl 
E Sukhsl Hwe tl. AX) 

14 Sri Lanka, Taureon (3) 

19 Hampshire. Barton ft AX) 

22 Durham Bunion (4) 

2G Durham Taunton ft AX) 

30 (T) AusbaSa A. Taunton (3) 

AUGUST 

5 Locossertfwa Lecasier W 
9 LeioeUershae. Irtcesw ft AX) 

14 (SI Northar m tDrBMra Burton (4) 
19 Dcrtyshlra. Taxitwi (4) 

23 Dartwtf-tea Taunton ft AX) 

25 (F) Oaucmtorsivre. Bnsto ft AX) 
27 |S) Gtouc a siarahm Bristol |4) 
SEPTEMBER 

1 Worce ste rshire. Taunton 14) 

G WbKKStoretmt Taunton ft AX) 

9 Kert. CBrterbiry W 
13 Kau Centertxry ft AX) 

17 (5) Gnmorgaa CurcHI M 

Surrey 

APRIL 

17 Ncrthoretonshre Tha Oval f4) 

19 Northartptonshra, The Oval ft AX) 
23 Warwckshlra The Ovat W 

2fl Warwickshire TheCMH ft AXl 

28 Hatpshlra Southampton ft BK) 
30 Gloucestennsa The Oval it BH) 
HAY 

ABrtttMl UnlveraUas. The Oval ft BH) 

9 Kent. Canterbury ft BH) 

a Sreneraot Tho Oral ft BH, 

10 tafcftra. Haadta^eir ft AX) 

13 Hamp^tre. Southampton H) 

17 Ha n y eh re, Sourhamoton ft AX) 
21 (S) Somersrt, Tyumen ft) 
2SScmerM. Taunton ft AX) 

29 (9) Kent, The Oval (4) 

JUNE 

3 VWxcB Sioreritre . The Oval ft) 

11 Essen. CWmsfard ft) 

14 Essex. GhMnstoid It AX) 

17 Lmcashra 0M Traffard ft) 


21 Sussex. Hare ft 
24 Ireland. 

28 (SI Lon 

30 (F) LancasHre. 

JULY 

IZKflntEd^jaiton 

B&H BneUstS m Do 

1 V(F) H am p shir e. Edgbastoi ft AX) 

13 HempsHre. I HgWR 
21 (FI Essex. Edgbaston ft AX) 

23 (S) Esse*. Ed^xetoiW 

30 (S) Gtamorgan. Ed^wstoi (4) 

AUGUST , , , „ 

3 (F) Gtamorgan Ed^asoi ft.AX) 

5 hfckJesex. TBC H) 

9 Mi dcflpwnx, TBC 0. AX] . - 

19 Nortf a rriitenahre. Walj ^ipta n W 

23 N o f iyM fr jjl on ai Me. Northampton n aaj 

28 wore»swstya Worcester ft) 

30 Woroenrw s him Bd^aaston ft AX) 

SB^EMBSt 

1 LotoeStarshire, &)*aston ft) 

9 'toVahire. Hoortn^ey ft) 

13 Itotetyft Heattotpay ft AX) 

17 (S) Kent Emj Ms lCTT ft) 

Worcestershire 

APRIL __ 

17 Essex. Worcester ft) 

19 Essex. Worcester ft AXl 

23 Leicesterehlre. Letossw ft) 

26 Leicester slwe. Leicester ft AX) 

28 Yorkshire, HeuOngtay ft BH) 

MAY 

I Derbyshire, Worcester ft BH) 

3 Durham Worcester ft AX) 

d Scdland. Wtocaster ft BH) 

7 Duham. Chestetde-Snael ft Bfl 

II Oxtad Urtvareiy. The Parks (3) 

14 Saudi Atrica Worcester 13) 

19 Sussex. Worcester ft AX) 

21 IS) frfcfrtosex. TBC ft) 

25 Mdtfesax. TBC ft AX) 

29 (S) Sussex. Warcester W 
JUNE 

3 Surrey. The Oval ft) 

11 Gtamorgan. Cantft ft) 

14 Gtamorgan CanJH ft AX) 

17 Gtaucesterehire. Worcester eq _ 


I f UIUUUV04EIDIBS, v.mwwv- 17 

21 Gtaucesterehire, Wcrcesier ft AX) 
2« Scotland. Ertoburrti ft NW) 

28 Surrey, The Owd ft AX) 

JULY 

1 Northamptonshire. Worcester 
5 Northamptonshfre, Worcester 
12 Derby^ttre, Derby ft AX) 

4 Jl I nttmchrm I Ulftam Ifl 


LAX) 


14 Lancashire. Lytham (4) 

20 iF) Lancashire. Old Traftod ft AX) 

22 (T) Sn Lanka. Woroestet n> 

30 Vorkshirev Worcester Kr 
AUGUST 

a vtotshre WorcasW ft AX) 

5 Na»tnghemst*e KiddemVnster ft) 

9 Norangharnstwa Worcester ft AX) 

14 (S) Dertysbire, Derby ftv 
19 Kent Canterbury ft) 

23 Kert. Canterbury ft AX) 

28 Wamnckslwe. Wforcesta ft) 

30 Wtewickshre Eagoaswi ft AX) 
SEPTEMBER 

1 Somerset. Taunton ft) 

C Somerset. Taunton tl AX) 
g Kompstwe. Worcester ft) 

13 HamKhre. Warcester ft AX) 

17 (SI Durham Worcester ft) 

Yorkshire 

APRIL 

17 Somerset Hearfngteyft) 

19 Somerset Heodtogtay ft AX) 

23 Derbyshire, HeatSne^ey ft) 

26Dertysh*e. Hcadrtgtay ft AX) _ 

28 Wtorcestershira HeafingtaY ft BH, 

MAY 

2 Scotland, (jntihgow ft BH) 

ADertydwe. Derby ft BH) 

9 Dirham Hejcfaigley ft BH) 

10 Sunny. Heartn^ey ft AX) 

13 Nomamptonshire. Northampton ft) 

17 NorthamptarKhra NotJ iw npton ft AX) 

19 Gtamorgan Cantff ft AX) 

21 (S) GtauceatwSvre. Gtoucesar ft) 

25 Ooucesterstae. Gtaucestv (VAX) 

29 Oulcird Unvoraty. The Parks 13) 

JUNE 

3 Lecestarshia HaatSngey ft) 

7 Lextestesshlre. HsatfcigSs? ft AX) 

11 Ham^wa Heartnr^sf ft) 

14 H a tr vd tefc HaarSnotey ft AX) 

17 Durham ChesteHteSiresl W 

21 Durham Cheswue-gwet ft AX) 

24 Devon. Ewnauth (l NW) 

27 (S) Cambridge Univwsfry: Heodngtev 13) 
JULY 

1 Ken. Maidstone ftj 

5 Kent Maidstone ft AX) 

11 Durham Scaibanwgh ft) 
INorthamBecWcItacty) _ _ 

13 Tm Rices XI ScarbSout^.ftl 1^7 Bmsr 

Faanal fmphyl 

IB NorttaghemsNrai Scerbaratfi mj 

19 Nrthnghamsftire. Scwborau^i ft AX) 

22 Uddoso, Lords ft) 

25 UKfcfessc LerrfE ft AX) 

30 WorceaefStya Worcester W 
AUGUST 

2 Wor c estershire. Worcester ft AX) 

14 (5| Lancadfrna Haadrwfey ft) 

20 fSi Gtamorgan. CardHft) 

24 tF) Lancasnte Hoadngloy ft AX) 
26 feex.Scajborcu 0 h ft) 

30 Ecsex, Scartjcnxigfl ft AX) 

SEPTEMBER 
1 Surrey. Heodngtay ft) 

6 Sussex, HOW ftAX) ft4BK/*S mntong NW 
tnatas to Be pfiryiad fte 8 Soph 
9 WarwtdHAE HaadngtaV W ,, 

13 wamcWHE Haadngtey ft AX) 

17 iSl Susml How ft) 

Key 

|4) Four-day Britanrec Aswrenco Corny 
Onmpondvp Ebdture 
E)Tf»w-dtyt*»-e*taS&*tOT 

ft AX) Ot»«Y AXA LAa Leagw Brttse 
ft BH) OneHlty Benson A Hedges Cup totro 
ft NW) Onteday NBBNtet Tityhy than 
(S) Sunday play 
IF) noorflt match 
fTI la he i 
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Coome fortifies Cup field 


The field for tomorrow's 
big race takes shape at 
last and backers of 
leading contenders for 
the Hennessy now seem 
sure to get a run for 
their money. Greg Wood 
reports 


Concern that the quality of the 
field for Peter O’SullevaxTs last 
commentary might not do jus- 
tice to the occasion faded yes- 
terday, when both Suny Bay, the 
ante-post favourite, and last 
year’s winner Coome Hill were 
confirmed as runners for the 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury 
tomorrow. 

Cool Dawn, a lively out- 
sider foDowing a smooth victo- 
ry last weekend, is a doubtful 
runner, however. 

Charlie Brooks. Suny Bay’s 
trainer, walked the track and de- 
clared himself satisfied with 
the state of the ground, which 
will have been a considerable re- 
lief not just to the derk of the 
course, but also to the punters 
who have backed the grey at 
odds as short as 5-1 

RESULTS 


TAUNTON 

\2Sr. 1. GUTTEniDGE ft J Murphy) 2-1 
fav; 2. Northern Drums 8-2; 3. Walton Ar- 
Banal 0-1 ID ran. 1 'A, 15. (P Evans. WateJv- 
pOOl). Tote: £200; £120; £110, £2.70 Dual 
FbfBcaut £S5Q Computer Strafe* Forecast: 
cnaa Thcast EBOfil TriK £3ailL Non Run- 
ner RBried PBI 

1-55: 1. CIRCLE OF MAGIC (A P Mc- 
Coy) 2-6 fav; 2 . Digital Option 50-1; 3. 
Payaso 20-1 12 ran. 3 ‘h. r*. (M Poe, 
WoHngtonV Tote £130; £1.10, £480; £340. 
DF: £2900 CSF: £47£a Trio: £B?a n 

225: 1. JEFFERIES (C Uswelyn) U-2; 
2. Sounds Lika Fun n -2; 3. MUcroft FUv- 
leraB-l 14 ran. 9-4 la/ Ttusdsy Mgtit (Wi) 
2. ’/«. (J Okt Wtoughton). itae: £600: £230 
£2.70 £290 DF: £BOO CSF: C3?Jn Trio; 

ceaw. 

285:1. ATLANTIC MIST (DSaSa) 25-1; 
2. Fresh Fruit Daily 15-2: 3. Strong 
Choioa 10-t 13 ran. 2-1 tor Serandpity (un- 
seated rider). 1 V s 2 'h. (B Mftman CuF 
torrptem). "Rate: £3340; £390 £170, OUQ DF: 
£35590 CSF: £G3B0 Trio: not won. . 

385: 1. EQUITY PLAYER (C Llewelyn) 
Tl-1; 2. Mammy’s Choice 2-1 lav, 3. 
Spara topfM 2^1 8 ran. J k, srii-hd (H Cur- 
tis, Epsom). TMk £«00: EMU £13U £550 
DF: £2540 CSF: £3234 Tricast £40930 
Trio: £6930 Steeple Jade 

385: 1. FRONTIER FLIGHT (D Pan) 
4-1; 2. The Minder H-1; 3. Game DHem- 
ma 10-1 8 ran. 54 tor Sam Rockett {6th> 
3 & {Mss L Skfdal. Tadcaatar). TfatE 
£350; £UX £250 £340 DF: £4530 CSF: 
£4550 Tdcast £39240 
Jackpot not won (pod of £1058730 car- 
ried forwaid to Newbury tomorrow} 
Placepot: £20520 Quadpot £8150 
Place 6: £46188. Place 5: £29252 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: The Carrig Rua 
(Bangor 2.50) 

NB: Gales Cavalier 
(Newbury 2.30) 


CARLISLE 

180:1. IRISH WILDCARD (HCalagFcn) 
13-2; 2 . BoyzDntoowa 9-4 fav; 3. Rui For 
The Mill 6-1 13 ran-12. a (J Howard Jottv 
son, Crook). TUk £750; £240 £190 £220 
Dual Forecast £2240 Computer Straight 
Forecast £2083. Trieaut £6996. Trio: 
£3550 Non Runner Spring Loaded 
13& 1. JAVM (8 Grattan) 33-1; 2. 
Shanovogh2-1 fav; 3. Celtic Giant 5-2 12 
ran. 4, 7. fP Beaumont Brandslv). Tbte: 
£5030; £190 £2.10 DF: £2(800 CSF: 

£9030 Trio: £21290 

2.05: 1. ARDENT SCOUT fRtehaid 
Guest) 14-1;2. Jowoody 50-1:3. tafictous 
Norman w-l 15 ran. *M1 to No Finer Mon 
(«A a 4 (1*8 5 Smfit Efci^ Thac £1020; 
pgpn, £530 £290 DF: £18240. CSF: 
£51472. Trio: £28070 (part won} 

28 S: 1. SON OF IRIS P Mvan) 5-1: 2 
Better Times Ahead 12-1; 3. CovenJale 
Lane 11-4 ten 10 ran. Nk. 0 (Mrs M Rev- 
ets* Salttxsn} 1 Mb DUO; SZM\ £360 £190 
DP £3311 CSF: E5502 Trfcast £B195. Trio: 
£8540 

385: 1. OUT ON A PROMISE (R Sup- 
ple) 10-11 lav; 2 Thtottieth S-1 ; X ApoBo’o 
Daughter 10-1 5 ran. Vs *■ 0- Luigd Car- 
ruttwrstDwn). TWk £200: £l« £240 DF: 
£410 CSF: P* 9n 

385 : 1 . BOLD CLASSIC (Mr C Storey) 
10-1; 2 Reach The Ctoudh 7-1:3. Ptface 
of Gold 7-2 to. 12 ran. V1l(J Adam, (tor- 
don) TWO.- £1740; Easara^EMO Dft 
£7440 CSF: £7150 THcast £27109 Trio. 
£5640 

Pbcepot £31400 Quadpot £25050 

Place 6: £10920 Pla ce 5: £ 6940 

UTTOXETER 

1245: 1. vwruoso (R Duraw^W 7-a 
2 . lOnodom Emperor 9-1; 3. Laayfak Ti-4 
16 ren. 5^ few Lofta. 4, 25 p Mann)TMK 

£480; etfiO £2.10 CL4Q _Dual Fa regst: 
£1050 Computer StntigM Forecast £3223 

Trf 1.™- SPRING GALE (J A McCarthy) 
Wta?* jju+un Johnny 5-1: 

Hie Stare B-2 6 ran. Hd, IV*. (O Sher- 
wood) dab: £340; £170 £220 DF:£1Q4Q 
poc- CMrfflO 

94 Jt lav; 2. Rectory Garden 9-4 n tori3. 

General Pongo 8-t 5 L™** 

rai| DAk £3.0; £1B0 £UQ DF: CZ20. CSF: 

D ?«: L (CM^de) 4-1 : | 

SSjsnSaSSi 

15-1 4 ranT-E. 34 (S Brocfcshe*) TMk £130 
DF: £150 CSF: £172- .. 

345: 1.. SAINT CtB- ^ 

2. DMflo e-2; a Jteedwcmd 

8 ran. 6, 3 (F Jcad 

Ei po £880 DF: £680 CSF. £1575 mease 
^^*£7a90tt«df^* sa 

Place 8: £8541 Place 5: fiSaK 
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Suny Bay has been at the lop 
of the belling since his 11- 
lengih victory in the Edward 
Hanmer Chase at Haydock 

nine days ago, but h seemed that 

backers might not even gel a run 
for their money when Brooks 
made some stinging criticisms 
of Newbury’s attitude 10 jumps 
racing earlier in the week. 

Yesterday, though, be poked 
a stick into the lake-ofls and 
landings and was pleased with 
the results. “I have bad a look 
and I am happy,” he said. “It is 
good ground and they have 
had a lot of rain. 1 have aired 
some things which needed air- 
ing and 1 think Newbury will 
now address them.” 

As for Suny Bay, last year’s 
Grand National runner-up is 
“fine. He has got quite a lot of 
weight (list SIbJ but he has got 
a decent chance an Saturday.” 

The chance that Coome Hill 
would line up tomorrow 
seemed much more remote 
only as recently as Wednesday. 
His seasonal reappearance, 
when third to Banjo on Mur- 
phy's Gold Cup day, was a mi- 
nor disaster, with the chaser 
both pulling a muscle and 
knocking a vertebra, but all 


now seems to be well, with two 
recent workouts offering no 
evidence of any lingering prob- 
lems. 

“Coome Hill worked again 
this morning and we're rea- 
sonably optimistic," U&ltcr 
Dennis, his trainer, said yes- 
terday. “All other things being 
equal, he is going to ran. He 
wouldn't be going to Newbury 
unless 1 was happy with him and 
he has now done a couple of 
good pieces of work. I am nev- 
er confident and he has goL a 
fair old weight but he's well oth- 
erwise” 

Dennis has booked Mick 
Fitzgerald to ride Coome Hill, 
in the enforced absence of 
Jamie Osborne, his regular 
partner. Fitzgerald will sit on the 
gelding for the first time in the 
paddock tomorrow afternoon, 
but Dennis is unpeturbed by his 
shortage of experience. “Thai 
doesn’t worry me as he is a very 
straightforward ride,” he said. 
“Every jockey who has won on 
him had never schooled him be- 
fore." 

Cool Dawn, who seemed to 
improve significantly when his 
owner, amateur rider Di Hard- 
ing, made way for a senior 


jockey last weekend, is only “50- 
50" to make the race. 

“HI have to talk to the own- 
er, and also the racecourse to 
find out what the going is like- 
ly to be,” Ruben Abler, the for- 
mer hunter-chaser's trainer, 
said yesterday. “They're telling 
me now that they had 6mm of 
rain last night and that it's on 
the soft side of good, and as far 
as Cool Dawn's concerned, the 
better the going, the better bis 
chance." 

It is fortunate, then, that 
Cool Dawn is not based in a 
stable in Ireland. Space Truck- 
er, numcr-up in last year’s 
Champion Hurdle and the 
horse who senL Osborne to the 
sidelines when falling in a 
novice chase at Cheltenham 
two weeks ago, will return to 
Britain this weekend because 
Ireland is currently “swim- 
ming”, according his trainer, 
Jessica Harrington. 

“He needs good ground, 
and will go to cither Haydock 
or Warwick,” Mrs Harrington 
said yesterday. “I was talking to 
Jamie this morning and he said 
the horse had jumped super un- 
til he felL It was just one of those 
things.” 


Charlie Swan: Hopeful of an Irish victory In the Hennessy 


Photograph: Sporting Life 


Swan contented with Time on his side 


Time For A Run is trying to be 
the first Irish-trained horse to 
win the Hennessy since Bright 
Highway 17 years ago. 

Charlie Swan, who rides 
Time For A Run, a 7-1 shot for 
Saturday, said yesterday: “He’s 
an old favourite of mine and 
he’U go really welL” 


Swan rode him to victoiy in 
the 1994 Coral Cup hurdle at 
the Cheltenham Festival. Time 
For A Run has also made his 
mark over fences, notably when 
a neck second to King Lucifer 
in the Kim Muir Chase at Chel- 
tenham in March, but has yet 
to win beyond three miles. 


The Irish champion rider has 
twice been third in the Hen- 
nessy, on Lo Stregone last year 
and on Cahervillabow in 1990. 
Swan is among those who- 
believe few Irish chasers have 
won handicaps in England in re- 
cent years because they are 
unfairly weighted. 


NEWBURY 


1.00 Rainwatcti 

1-30 Strong Chairman 

2.00 Rlparius 


HYPERION 

<L30 Challenger Du Luc 
3.00 WELSH SILK (nap) 
3J30 What’s The Buzz 


GOING: Chases - Good (Good to Soft patches): Hmtfea - Good to 8ott (Soft patches), 

• Lett-hand course with stiff fences. 

• Course is south-east of town nearA34 Rahay station (service tram London, Radrfiig- 
tor) adjoins corse. ADMISSION: Members EM; Hatersafc £8; Sfrer Rhg 01 (OAPs half 
price) Accompanied 17-ynaf-okte or under free a encfoGurea CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Mchoison - 20 wvu tarn 94 ruras (213%) 0 Sherwood 17- 
58 £93%) N Henderson 13-82 (S9%) M Pipe 12438 (178%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 18-86 (209%). M A Fitzgerald 0-102 (88%) P Hol- 
ley 8-54 (148%) A P McCoy 5-59 (02%) 

• PAVOURTTO: Miwre tarn 348 races (404%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


FORM GUIDE 

Beefen only once on msrilinelEftt starts in partt-ta-panta. Strong C hairma n impressed 
on hs chaseig debut when jus! run out of It by YAHMIaf Chetanhama fonnlght ago In 
tent tam the start end lisnptng wfli reel zeal Strang Chahman dU noi deserve 10 be 
caught With that experience, plus a 7fc puf, (hare is awry reason to suapose he wB turn 
the tables this time. YWvnL a fluom hurdec we having Its first run ii a cnase and lumped 
caretidy early on. improving as he wanned m As awr hudtas. he ws not pnxkicad 
until Mb on, then drifted and dd not find quite as much as expected on the rui-fn. In this 
amal field he rr«y be able to nah Strang Chaamanuntfl the last moment and beat hen 
ter toot agui Triple Witching stf rotate the abity to wm but has probably missed the 
boa for this class, a remark the! aba sums up Jalcento. Selection: YKFVfl 


2.00 


1.00 


FRESHMAN’S JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 3YO 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,912 


U3221 SUaiA CRS3C (48) (D) (Jack JOMptl) P ftatto IT 3 . 
408 ASPECTS LAD (17) (R J itaflwM) D WMonw 0 12.. 


Jlr S Dumcfc (5) V 


BORAZDH (UaB Aehar& Ifce Jem BnatusB N IWetavOnka 10 tt C Umalyn 

P CJCRCWEE FLIGHT (9) (Star Kn01 EiMAre Ud) SIM* 012 .C Watt? (5) 

HADPI (Flap) (S ta r fad a d j p Partrartfr) CltawD 12— R Dmmody 

JALB (F14S) (Fan^AltiFttonds) PMiphyVG RRbtM 


JUNCTION CflY (USA) (F168) (Pal Union) I Battg 02. 

3 KLBRSE LAO p2) (Peter D Mctakon V B 

MARAnff^atoBJQifeftBQriyne. 


-G Badly 


RA1NWATCH (F44) (M<s Afeon C f«TBrt) M Ppe T) 12 

REQBE BUCK (USA) (F35}(Lfye)R08uBanfltt 

THE NEGOTIATOR (F2S)(FJSslrebuy)UHesfeivaSl2. 
TWB4TT1IE (F28) (Dapm LtJ J Khg D7„ 


Jl Johnson 
LAapeap) 


-APUcCoy 

PHoMy 

BPaond 

..TJMuphy 


BOBBY NIXON BIRTHDAY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
B) £8,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £5,430 

1 4/m- CUFTON BEAT (USA) (F196) (Q^ (D B OOorqa) P HctJba 0 C Q RDomnodr 

2 2G4M MSTB1FBI (7)(D)(FJMfc&MrWhas)NTiwtonOaulBs5f]9 CUmtyn 

3 20m- STORMYRURWEATHER (200) (D) (Ihs C Hanbury) N Handaoon 5 S Ml A RigsraM 

4 /n-H NAHHAHUUi (27) (D) (C F Spanonta**) G L Moan 6 1) 8 APUcCoy 

5 SOU- RCXHTPrS OFT (251) (D) pnnttie Partrw^ G L Man 7 1) 7 IT Ttshflhir 

8 3VH- MWIIUS(USA] (19S)(D) (Its David Btaddun) P R Vlfebbw 6 10 3 — JAIIoCarthy 

7 -4464 CRANDON BOULEVARD (13) (Q)(BF)(MSMnh| Ms JKnvn 4 «0..J1FtaM 

B W-1 IGGtNS (14) (D) (Pel Md Rainers) J Qftrt 7 £ □ PHkto 

9 FFB21 NOBLE COLOURS (14) (D) (S G Gfttte) S &rfSte 4 X 0 R Johnson 

-IMM- 

MMnun wetaht 10a. Tiua handcip wefafit Tgafris 9st 730. Itabto Cokzas 8a 9b 
ffiTTIHG: 11-4 Nehtawafl, 93 TaAno. 5-1 M ormyhfcwiattiei; 8-1 CBOon Bert. HOSrty'sCTL 18- 
perluo, Crsndoe Battavsrd. Noble Colours, 10-1 Mater Rm 
188ft Mstalfaw 8 h 4 C Usselm 14-1 (N THEtanOamss) V ran 
FDRMGUOE 

NAHRAWALI Is unbaaien In Ns last four starts and took the first step tp In grade whan 
beating previous wtaw Palamon In wortonanOa fashion at Ascot earfer in the month. 
5b far that and In a Bettor race again, he Is a protpesave sort and pcaafaiy ahead 
the hendcappat The stable also ruts TTckerty's GIR. a consistsnt seven-yeafecid »wtio 
seldom misses the trams and win Is atso hawng Ns sights raised. He has needed hta 
are in the peat two reasons and la alao better with plenty of gjwe underfoot Ri- 


hnwig up as he foamed ip M Hie second tat and it to atso worth noting dta he finhbta 
wel ctser of Csftsta Bay ovw Ita trfo m Sandown as a nowfoa Gate Cawlarls bade 
owv a men suMfe (fetarra afteriaing to go fa pace Wta VMng Bag^ art 

gan own- two miss at Exstar. Tha uretui performer had made fa most of fa weight he 
was receiving to be® Grid Cip winner Mr MJgan at Wncsonton ptn 91) on Ns reppMVna 
and was also conoscing n, as oppened to getting Bb todM whsn tforajcedbyJ Dubln 
Flyer in HunttvtorA PwwUonx^h (fare tat season. Selection: CHALLENGER DU LUC 

SHOPPING ARCADE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 5f 

aanB(lt9 
Ubomloa 


13.00 


at 


TYROLEAN DANCER p1Z7) (more at tts P BtchM) A Oontwlan t) 7.W HcRntmd 
-14 declared- 

BETTWG: 54 Rsimnte, 158 KSbrlltia Led, 132 SOama Creek, 1*-1 JredkM CBk 1M Boraznn, 

HadM, Jab, TMn Tims, BM otbsre 

190ft Mata Sea 3 W 7 C F Swan 7-1 (II Pipe) 21 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

WhUa Sea Junped her way i«o fa Tnumph petue whan winning this race Isst year an 
her hunteg debut and fa steblB may haw an even a bettor prospect el RAMWATCH. 
A MDOOgns purchase at the Newmarket Autmn Sate attar winning three times on fa 
Flat, the latest by 20 fongthe in tasting condtttono, Rahwaicfnns afeo a dose fifth un- 
der a big weight h fa Autumn htanefcap hare Klbride Lad hed decent whining form 
on the I 

rent - _ . _ 

[tied ttoenity tar a newcomer and shoUW not haw any trouble making fa grade; though 
fa winner is Ratawafctrti s ta btemMa and fa yard w* knew where fay stand. S&ama 
Creak had been seen off by three of RatanaKfa otabfomataa prior to maktog M fo a 
weakish race at Wtarcestar. He has d to do under a penalty as some of fa other n»»w 
comers had reasonable Flat form Satocdorc RANWAJCrt 


parws took to hurting tost season and might have won hla last three If ho had not tut 
waccowtaMy poorly behind Smolondc. posobiy on accornt of fa good to torn yomd. 
at Haydock ki May There Is Maty to be Improvement in him and ha seems reasonably 
treated H ho does not tun out to need fa tin. Cffion Beat, fa dass act n compari- 
son - he was a good foulh at Antree in fa spring - has fa we4)ht to go with tt and is 
without a recent run. Thto coidd be a handeqx and whether or not it a for Stonnytah^ 
wearier, it Is certain he woiid prefer more of a test of stamina S e lection: NAHRAVWJ 


4 002-31 WELSH SHK(9) (l*sD EEtactaba*) DOandofc5 1)7 p«) SojiN* tactafl (3) 

5 54-106 GAIUOf (15)UJBnriat)NMkhel71)0 ABtoSS 

G J30C0- EIAIMCUS (276) (pcftn RasSibsookJ N Bat±agaBV4 G Hogan 

7 001-65 BRASSGMLL(Z7) (The Shaping l^ilnaaltoiRFtaMB 6 1)4 

8 0U5-S FREHJIE FONTABC (17) Wng Stnel) N Handsisor 5 10 3 __ 

9 P625-4 STORHYSBSTON(t3) (Ovtstopher htajcock) NTwean-OM* 7 102J Gofotaki W 

0 4323P/ BARBY BLACK (G93) m (John Csnti^ N BabbogiSDO MKd#4oyp) 

-lOdachrad- 

BETTOIG: 52 Wshb SM, 7-2 Rsffln RooMk 94 Kaglc Coaifaiaation, 1 M Fraalna FMstaa, 7- 

1 Gamy; tt-1 Caret Mwtsr.BrasslsHa.12-1 often 
180ft Alow 5 tt O D J Kanisgb 6-1 (B Ltaeelyn) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Magic Coabkiatlan, a brt band out on fa Fire fat yaac is newthetea wal treated 
on fa pramisa ha showed whan ihbd bahnd Usm FartNoga on aoft greund at Ungllald 
In Janrery. He gets two ntite on fa Flto and ahoiid appreciata this trltx as shoiid RAF- 
FLES ROOSTER on his tbst oulng in a handcap. Much tapraved on fa FM thto year 
-to was a cfcwathkd to Zaralaskan fa Old Newton Cup and touched off over an e»- 
tended two and a quarter miss at Chestor- Milas Rooster also dd si^Mcantly better 
on his return ^ to huitag with hn staying-on second to Easy Faefti at Wtaroeattr (2m4f) 
WMah Slk la showing impraved form since befog fad rerer longer rtistancas and ran 
out si easy winner of a novices' hendcap to Hereford nina days ago A 6b penalty ahottd 

not atop hfcn going ctaaa FreeWne Fontaine has a lot more gofog far hta than hi s form 
mate out, espadtriy wdh Ms rider taking off 8b Sstocflon: RAFFLES pOOSTER 


3.30 


the Hat in Ireland and ran a nice race on hs hurting debut behind ihfa saaaonh cur- 
l Tnumph tavounto The French Furze (gave 8b) at Chatonham 12 days aga Ha hur- 


9 on I JACKY UPTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 
^ ,lW l added 2m 4f Penalty Value £6^16 

SUM DUBLIN FUIER (13) (C) (0) (J B Surra) T fosMr h 12 0 BPDWH 

802-0 GALES CAVNUBT (24) (Starttfr Raring) DGandOfa Bit 5 R Oreiwoody 


854-2 CHA1LBKS1 DU UIC fR)(1Q(D) [DA Johnrai) MPps 7 tH3 APUcCoy B 

CALLBOEBWjJtS (0 OBhanwcUe !00_ JA McCarthy 

CODwysr 


SONNING NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 3m 
110yds Penalty Value £3,649 

6 TOEHJaU0mp0)(nBf*4tyftrtH*p)CaKX*sBTl 5 GBradsy 

5 DUTCH pt) (The Part WSiiFlG Effort 5 T10. 


JHrSDreadc( 

J>Haoiey( 


6-501 KPB1AN2A IV (Hi) (123(D) (We Roberts) MJRobensS HO 
253-02 JET B0V8 (M){nwJBtSttSaiwyCcnpwwU*re lbs JF*T«n7flO — RRanre 

OLOROUVELPiSA)(F5S)|MenDGnM|[DMimaBih61tO D ftWWQhnr 

50R2- RIOTLEAlffilpBfl (ThBRttPBftnBf*hWTGeoiBB7ll 0 RJotanon 

7 -... --- _HAFtogmM 

JinnrinP) 


WHATS THE BUZZ Qjfoy Lloyd Whbba) N HtndnonS 11 0- 

QF6- RED HBIST p87) (Ms Any M atoina) C Dn»w B t) 9 

-B dachnd - 


0025-1 

596-P2 STRONG MBTICMEfn 1 ) (CD) (Dr DBAagK Baby RAO 
-Sdtdsrsd- 


1.30 


OXFORDSHIRE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 
added 3m Penalty Value £4,601 

2212-1 YAHMIJM) (Qfl(WE Skit) JOB 711 D _MAFlzgatod 

ora-62 JALCANTO po) (A CW Pries) R Juries 711 ^PHotoy 


mu STRONG CHAIRMAN (14) (D) (Hafl 8 Co Uj) P Nriub 8 11 3- 


-TJMrepby 


0Q34- TRIPLE WICHUiG (280) (CD) (W A Iks E ftohns) N Henderson II Tl 3 .R Doneoody 
—4 didmi — 

BETTING: 54 Strong Chsttmsn, 1V8 Ykdud, T-2 Iripls WBcNng, 33-1 JUcarSa. 

«98 Htorinn Boy 6 11 3 A Usgura B-1 (D Mritaan) B ran 


Mbtimmw&s: 10a. TtvetMxScspmeigttCBBaog Bar 9a 13b. Snag «e**wftd72b 
BETTING: 54 Qw8sngsr da Vac, 7-8 CNUsos Biy. M Duttk) Ryu; 11-2 Gate CbmIh; Strang 
Htdtans 

199ft Gridan Spkrar 8 11 0 M A RtqarMd 4-1 (N Hcndonon) 7 ren 
FORM GUIDE 

It wnJd not be untar to say Ctfisoe Bay has promised (and he was very promisfog as 
a ravtca) more than to has riaBvored, buttoiraq rhnetumadfacamarrihHmatreig 
of fa usetre The Last Ftog re UtksaCoran hto reappearance foenythfog id go by. If CaF 
HaoaBay can reproduce thto ho woiid have a Itae taanca hi this stronger conpany re 
fa weiyito; but to haa let hknsalf down before and fa pace Dubln F^iar and (hriaa 
CavaOar are Buly to take hta along a wfl last hb )rrrps^. DubBn Ryar, as usual maria 
fa nmlng on his comeback fo fa Muphyti at Chahanham but was new raaly creat- 
ing as to usuaty doss and was dons with tarn the third test Now rating 12 , 4 Is poss- 
bts to is on fa downgrade and CHALLBIGBT DU LUC. nmrw-up In the Mrephyfc after 
wtming fa race last yean can confirm that form on 4b wares terns He tooted to ft* 


BETTING: 2-1 Old RbomL 7-8 EtpennzalK 4-1 Tire Fd Morty;M Jet Bays, 5-1 WMfc7fai Buzz, 

ID-1 Hot ImiW 33-1 rebsn 

tflSftltahmlS 11 0 J Osborne 5-2 (J Old) 16 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

1T« FULL MONTY won Ha a stayer whan puhng any to bast Espstanza RTs steble- 
mata Hrerfoane Jans by six lengths over two ndas at Hutilngdon on Ids first ever run 
and was tar from dscradted whan fifth under a psialty bahkn Dines In a much stronger 
race at Whcanton (bn) Hs axJd not pick up fa pace In fa atiaigre and atappfog up 
to three mtoa may bring out fa best In hm. The distance MioUd not to fa 


outclassed 

_ I outstay thle field, though 

to was hardy renowned far hta constasncy on fa HaL Esparanza (V had shown signs 
of aMty baton being driren out to win a weak race owr this trip re Ibwoestar; Although 
on fa ipgrsde, she toe more on tor ptas hen snd Jst Boy* second to RetaHw Ease 
at Sandown CZmet) where to led unti fa second last and hapt orv seams a better ef- 
fort. What’s Tha Buaz. by Aidrosa out of a winning cheeez, to a wei-bred newcomer to 
keep an eye ora Selection: TFE FULL MONTY 


BANGOR 


HYPERION 

1J20 Once More For Luck 1.50 FOresI Ivory 2JZ0 
Country Minstrel 2J>0 The Carrig Rua 3.20 The 
Next WGllz ( 11 b) 3-50 Bulkier Boy 


GOING: Chasa couse - Good to Soft; Vtontos - Good 

• Left-hand, undutaing course; run-in 325yds. 

M Course 4 mies SE of Wrexham nearictn of A5E5 and B50B9L 
Bus from Wrexham rai stfflfora ADHISSt&b Paddock £8; Course 
£4 (under- IBs free all enctosures) CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TBABIER8: M Pfpe 2583 (303%) G Rloharda 14-78 
rSze%) D Mchoiaon 0-46 (BOM) N TMston-Osviaa 1082 (B-1*) 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: A Maguire 053£2fl%),S Wyme 981 P9») 
T Elay 942 (98%) W Martton 8-ff (T7%) 

• FAVOUHTTE8: 163 wine tam 422 races £RU%) 

PI MVRan first TIME: Kenftarorth Danoar (120): Sophias 
Drawn (320); Single Man (viaorad, 120) Thomas Drawn (vtsorad. 
tag. Bourtwi Caunty (risored. I5(g. 


5 PM3 HAYDOWN (10) M R Bosky 5 10 12 JftPPMfipsp) 

0 Pf JAMAICA BHD6E (HO) Ms A Nwglttn 7 0 12 ~J Supple 

7 KBf&MORTN DANCER (P11) B CBmbidQB 4 1) 6 — £a 
Lyon B 

B 0 SINGLE IIAN (Flfl 0 Baugh 4 012 SWpwV 

8 51203 TWMASCROW«nURBoalw5ei2 ILmreV 

D OP CUAUDUR BEAUTY (21) Mn LSddalA D7 — AThonSMi 

11 fiS4 SSIAPE (56) M PM 4 V 7 DThowapJ 

-11 dadand- 

BETTWG: even Ones Mora Par Luck, 7-8 Fotzsk; 6-1 Hsydmm, 134 
Tboans Cron, 7-1 AdnbaTs Guest, 14-1 Straps, 25-1 Jamaica Bridge, 
Kenkwodh Dmrttt, SingW ilin. Oneftnir Beauty, S6-1 Abaft The Lint 


W)F0 UWTH) FRONT (11) (B) J torie 5 11 7 ATtatom 

) (IQ G ftnfey 7 11 7 — 


VSattwy 
5 Wyme V 


13230/ HOJOE (838) 

142D8 BRUMON : U LUfoeaux ri h 5 

FFlfl- CARACOL (223) (CD) J NavfleB 11 3 7 

5835-0 GLOWtNGIWTN(T3)(D)RHodgB67TI2 J Haris (7) 

P2Q82 COWTTWMBBTRH.(»0 8Doud»fl111 CR*b(7) 

-Bdadsrad- 

BEmNG:.11-4 Cwseoi, 4-1 Cwnby Mbwtnri, M Rhartnft Ross, fi-T 
Bnaoon, 13-2 Meg’s Haimory, Gkawtog Pub, 12-1 Untied Fms, 20-1 Ho- 
Jn 


U Hammond 8 it 5- 


-D Bandar 


ocaof PB>msr 
SOBIP CHARUFfBVOLA (8) T GasSwad 9 It 5 — JRKSvsaagh 

36353- DESB1T BRAKE (IM) Ms S Smith 7 11 4 R Quest 

P5P48 MARKET MA»SM (41) J Spearing 7 110 D 

600P-2 TTENEXTWAUZpi) L Luigo 6 tl 0 


1.50 


MAU5E NICOLSON MEMORIAL NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 
110yds 

an-pl FDHBTIVOnr (1(9 (D) DNdplsan81t 5 AMsgata 


2flP- AH SHUSH B4B)N Dance Bt) a. 
221-UP BOJHBON COUNTY (B)(p) M bs! 


I^ Qj MNC ADVERTISING SOLING HDLE 


(CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m If 

OWE MORE FOR UJCKtFBR M W RwftyBfl 5 

'as SsSgsSiESffl 

FOR2AR(Fll)JJONsl5BG — , — PCwbany 


.DodtM 

I ffl) Mbs S WBon 7 O C _T Bay V 
EVFl-C CASH FLOW (12) P) J J ONbA 0 Ti Cabsny 

OOF- WSCBO W0RKB1 G92) TKBtt^8tJ12-Quy Lewt*CT 
AJ331- SaADUi(25f| ^Dtofo cte5t)tt ~_G Upton 

ffiTTMe: 4-11 Rmre hary; 4-1 Sataan, 1M Ah amb, Cesb Flore 33-1 


o cnl MORRIS NICHOLSON CARTWRIGHT 
4,JV I HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6£00 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 Wfl- TBNEWP)pS9(D)TFtator8120 ATtaaton 

2 U4I-42 M6TB1 DRUM (13) (P) M VMdBai B II G — WMantoa 

3 4/83- THE CARRK3 WJA (321) (D) J Nevfis 7 11 D AMsguira 

4 1)254- EVEN BLUE (290) (CO) ttsCBftAS Tl 7 £Wym 

6 DFP30 CLARE MAN (12 NTMstovOBvtaa-DB CMauia 

B 1F445 StSTBinOSZAnl)HsSLBrnymn9D5 JMsgaafft 

-Sdadand- 

BETTINGr 54 IWoBfo, 11-4 lEstor Dnso, M Ova Uan, 5-1 The Carrig 
Rua, 7-1 Sistar Roan, 8-1 En Btaa 


/POT- FORTRIA ROSIE DAWN (207) Mbs V Vflama 7 e G 

SKa8y(7) 

R2Z32 CANTSAY(1fi)JUBHtoy5«4 5 Wym» 

PWW SOPHESDHEAUp) JMBafcyBDO— GuyLuwta(3)B 
-lldadared- 

BETTWG: 1M lotaHtan, 3-1 The Next Write, 3-1 The BMODorete, 
M DBtart Bnra, 7-1 Cart Say, 10-1 Fartria Ratos Dam, 1« often 


3.50 


HANMER W NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3^00 added 2m If 

OfP ALTHREY CAPTAIN (21) F U^d 7 10 12 SMcNaB 

OF ARXLDW KING (2S1) P Vtogram 5 10 T2 — J R Kavanatpi 

34- BOVBADfl. (206) MbS Lamyrnan 5 VC ATtonton 

/P422- BULDSt BtW (223) S BoockShffl* 7 1) 12 -SW)mi 

000- JUSTJBI (263} T Keddy5 V 12 SRyaa(5) 


2QF4 KALADROSS (21) W Jerks B UB_ 
OfiF KATSAR Jfl) M tommend 5 1)12_ 


..GawLyona 

JIGanBy 


2J20 


‘MNC IS 20' HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m If 

1 9*5- MEETS MB«flrr<F117) A Sseen 411V TBay 

2 14350- RWBBANK ROSE (183) W Clay 6 IT B Gfanay 


3.20 


JPCS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4* 110yds 

1 Plow SBiSE OF VALUE (B)J9nfih Bit U HrOHcPhaim 

2 THE BUD ODONNBLL (B) (D) MaAttougMnn 11 11 B 

3 4333-1 tUKE WAHl'aq D GarftA 7 fl B 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 
B 

a 
v 

it 6- FKHMESWEDOWG (ZEi) T Laxton 3 1) T2 _.G FRyan ^ 

12 355- WDODBBJTVGKM p23) MrsUFtoffi^BlO’C— PMwn 

13 Qf MCEY1ffiWEY(B34)E0vienJui5V7 HQunt 

-13dactared- 

BErnwi 3-1 WoodSatd Vtotoa, 7* King Ot THsvea, 5-1 Kaisat; Racfc- 
■IbaB. 134 Bonder Boy; 7-4 BmbatflL itkl Kataftw, 33-1 othare 


48 KMG OFTWEVES (20) C Mm Stt JMagaa(3) 

1#C OF CONQUEST p) (D) RHorioes 7 VCTDaseamba 
-408 RACXETBALL(1S) N MUoivOariaa* V 12 Cl 


I INJCtFIELD (AW) 

HYPERION 

12.10 Trojan Hero 12.40 Lift The Offer 1.10 
Classv Cleo 1.40 Chabmans Choice 2.10 Rotx> 
Magic ZAO Lancashire Legend 3.10 Caskm Ace 
3-40 Another Monk 


12.40 


LEVY BOARD NOVICE STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,550 added 2YO 7f 

623001 UFTTHEOFFSt (in (C) RHwnorfl* PDofaba(7)B 

OMOO OUT LBtE MAtSC (2) P Ben B V AHeCarttv(7)5 

0 Dfr OF A LAD (1ft RFtawr812 JLowa7 

.J) OarfcS 


GOING: Standard. . 

STALLS: 5* - outskto; rest - n»» 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lownsprtrrta 




m Mace cou>3« m — 

by tandon. 

W * W»W0Cth40«0(G«) 
SjSSBDFMft rtMElStondiS tm Aftire ktQusn i (ftti 

gff|^(l40)Orentnp4»SiktoPteP^ _ 


BETTWG: B-ll UtThs Ottai, 1141 RaHyya, 138 Ntafaa, 7-1 Out Lfta Mag- 
I Lids EftD^ Spree Ron, 2B-1 ChHin, J 


LAD (UQ R Ftawr 8 12 

i SMEHE (iq R Raaar 8 B_ 

05 CHFLMt1dJm>^BynB7 

00 H0TT0FIC(4ftAKreHay&7 

0 UTTLE EMILY (laS) C 9rtHnn 8 7 

5006 NBABA(B2)JSMmeS7 

TaraPHBafooB7 

:R08E(7) KCuiiish*ro-&avm87 OBfogaB 


13 006050 AL AYA (XW80HANT (28) J Bflttal 3 S 9 WtnatDfl (5) 3 

14 LAUNEAMRpeSSS AMoGtantB 

-Mdadarad- 

BETTMa: 741 Chatmen Ctaica, M Mtwr too, 5-1 Ebbasl, M la IJa- 
M, 7-1 wnout Frtanda, B-1 Hankton, 12-1 Soldier Cava, Rudttpttna. 
RombodkiiB, Al Am Caonant, 25-1 rehare 


3.10 


—AWheftU (8)4 

MlttinarlO 

W RyanS 

PPMurphy(3)2 
3 3andara1 


2.10 


le, io-1 1 


,25-1 often 


I -a -tnl SOUTHRIVER NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 5f 


CONFERENCE STAGING HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4^00 added Bf 

HYHUON(IBO)MaLSUfaa3VO SWMtM&dh7 

JOffiWYSnCCATO (B2} (D) R 39 ISSBiiden 11 

THAT HAN AfiAM (13) SC«ami5B VD WMam (l)S 
SPSDY CLAS6JC Vil) (CO) M Haetn-asB 9 BA Cla*3 
D RED pi) fCDJ G L Moore B 9 9_Xtadr Monk B 
MAJOR (4» (CO) A Kateay 3B7-A Whata (3) 14 
MAGIC (15) (CD) L Uciftaia Hd 5B6-W Rm 10 


SCENA HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DIV I) 
1Z. iO| £ 4 , 025 added 7f 

32405 PETITE DAItSaJSE MOT D OwpriW 39 « 


321231 CLASSY CLEO (11) (D)P Evan BO (7»)A McCarthy (7) 7 
CBM HAPPYDHSAGAM(2S)(0)JWft1)n94QMMBan(5)BB 

832204 CAROL BMOBI (ID M Johnston B B DaaaMoMnmB 

9 SUNDANCnOD^BD JRwryBB ,CLoaBNr(3)S 

5ED30D FAST TEMPO (») (v 0 Paine 8 6 SSandanlO 

62058 PRIVATE SEAL (^ p) GL Moons 81 RBriatad(7)3 

605003 BUIE SHADOW (&)H Hanoi 7 8 DWrigNI 

0E002 SWANM0RELADY(22}SCMfams7e_DWMaaw(I)4 
903000 RQ) PSVBl (14) P Howkg 7 tl JiCaMB2 



CUTTING EDGE MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) £3,300 
added 2YO Ira 2f 

0040 WGHBUHY LEGEM) (18) BobJmasSO NDsy2 

0 MtSTBtTfBQCf(sq PMfchel90_— JWaavsr7 

060662 MVSmGOGUE(ire(BRRHBm90 RFtanch(3)4 

000 PORTHUyBUOY(S2)MHayres90 MCtateymi 

YDUNCC M Jdnsm90 Dean McKaown 3 

0U0Q5 ZAQA(10) GLMacreSO AOrtl 

25443 CASMO ACE (44) P QapfMiyain 8 B S WHanrihS 

000 HAYLAN (15) D Hyde 8 8 AHcGtonal 


2 21040 B3SKrTHEF0RCE(97)(OC^Mr799..— AMonial 

I .* MCZAMBiaJE06)(C(«teJCad395__ 

4 306031 TROJANHERO (SAF) (7)(D)MO 

3308 FB3.NO FEAR (IS WtatAfl Q ------Jteaw3 

000000 

yvMB SEZLMQ(lS)RMtonon5B«~ 

™ TUWetS WAY (181) Stars BB 

20000 AQUATIC QUEEN pq CDwya rSBO -TMMP 

“SaE 


3S5S4 UTTLEFBZfM)BMaahan7t>- 
-10C ' ‘ 


.janmetii 


VbwjunmetghtTstUXi Jwalmlcaptitighls:I^Peppar7st7^L^ 
fteTHSb 

BETTOiGt 11-4 Bte Shadow, 7-2 Swwvnori Lady, MHappyDayi Again, 
5-1 Cttny Cleo, 7-1 Sun During, 8-1 Prints SaaL 10-1 cBmis 

SHOWFORCE SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2,875 added 1m 2f 

ROHSI DAN («} (CD) Gw MUmsu B99J Wftiraaa P) 4 E 

HAROLDON (110 W 8 ftlngB B9 _S Saadan 11 

SOLDB)COVE(J41)((qDBlBdire799_— SCappR 7 

5iaXARLMEW(nUPb^W4B9 JVfawvl 

WTTHOtfT mems {; J Fii»+toy«* 3 a 5A Yriwiin (3) 10 

CHAMAIC CHOICE (2«A*nto794 WRynB 

ETffiAAr(15) M HBEtncb 6 9 4 ACfortra 


PL40 


aeo» 

840000 

imoo 

DM00 


14-1 oftars 


'1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

1 300006 

B 602000 
9 xm 

t» 4 

It 
12 


COMO 


„ Paittm4B4AtiindaSandan9V 

PRAISE BE (FR) P18D (Q) D Chrenw 79 4 -A Qtihans 2 
RUDOLPHiC (JS) BnbJones6B4 JlWIglamM 

TOmM(J26)JBridgw59A _-_-.FltoittHS 

RUHBUSnOUS (49 R Hhmon 3 flO__-_R FH«h P) 12 


i860 — JDBtea* 
r5B13 F HortanS 

-14« 

. . v 5-1 Tlat Man Again. 13-2 Myrnikton,Qoid- 

I Roiia Magic, Rwnaay Hope, 10-1 Apole Red, 14-1 olhn 

'TjrTI SCENA HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DIV II) 
£4,025 added 7f 

«300 ROYAL CARtTDN (15) (CD) GLItaaraSnOCsodY 
000505 LANCASHRELEGBB)(U)(P0)SD(W48BA 

210082 MUnSAWtMAR(nuSBndan3SS SSa 

022340 CASTLE ASHBY JACK (101) P Having 3 9 1 A 

000201 CHURCMLLS SHADOW (H) (CO) B Pauoa 367 


-a (factored - 

ffiT TWG: S -15 (taho Ace, 3-1 Ytoetica, 11-2 Myajagogue, 10-1 Zada, 
33*1 altars 

HYPERACTIVE INTERNATIONAL AMA- 
TEUR RIDERS' HANDICAP (CLASS 1=) 
£3^00 added 1m 4f 

060004 PRMATE AUDEMCE (lawns' 4 U 7__ ift R Pootaa (7) 6 
300006 MANRB.(J12)(CI9UreLPinat(5fl3JtfisSBaa%2B 
“MOO OUDEPMHfH)(00 JJarensBtHIDrM Mi i iri ipaav 
25203* Vno ei A N(13) JRaahww3Dt) JMtaSBanreprih ta 7 

320031 K)YM.RCHAEfTE(riB(C 19 MBsBtandn 3 ti 9 | 3 a 4 .- 

— — MireLBtaantaiO 

002500 SHAHKp2)KCmrtRJ7»6 Dr A Ktabar (7) 15 

60MB DAWCA (t3) P WUwyn 3 1> 0 

Marriticaan; Btadtaid (5) 12 V 

ttSM PHUesrpQ(P)H*aLPBnrei5lOO_ieMAteay11B 


083000 SUMMB1MLLE WOOD (81) P Mooney 3 9 C 


Boon MAC OATES CROP fedger 4 86- 
206800 0KBAME(7)CDwy(r385 1 

35003 wnCHFBBEn{tqgBnihsLStobisS8 
000400 BAORHUH (39) H Cfiftmfoe 3 7 D 
000002 AEGEAN SOUND (tO) Khory 37 D- 
000006 MTOD9T(H){CQ)JPoUtan47'II__H 

606500 THHI0HP7) Meal. Pinett 471) 

- 12 dedarad- 



CufiMsS 


Unimmualgft 7a 10b Trie handkap waioMeBtoHiaSi Wfla*. Aegean 
Sound W5ft Ho Dsor W 4b. Toman fid ITOl 
BE nrtfQ 4-1 ChimwcShadoref Aegean Bound, 134 RDysICari- 
ton, Motosawicre WHeMndre 7-1 Lawareifia Lagaad, B-1 oriera 


8 

9 

_ U ItasLMdnhwhmBB 

230000 FQURQANH1 (7) 3 Dow 4 9 11 UrTCtt(4 

1X003 RASWH.(2^(0(D) P Evans 79 « HrAEvansaiS 

BD4003 DOfTT DROP BOWS (80) (CO) K kfoghin 885 !1_ 

— Mss JMdwilS V 

DOtfflLE ECHO (H) (C) (D) J BdCiM 992 

HacmsaMffli* 

0400V PIB{M8) JPe®ca690 MisLPMaS 

<W» THUM)B«lUSff7a)JBndBBrBBn. MreRMBcnS17 
R0V21 ANOnBlMOiKn(QRkvani6BOEa4MrRtare(n9 

50050/ PRECSOUSWCWDER(J23^PButor890 

— — j Iks CPtxStoo (7)18 

300050 BUHNQCOST{B8) Rtacodi780lfeaCRaocedi(qi 
.-iBrisetomd- 

Mffan nbtaare Ttetandcre ae fib Anodisr 

Afc*BtfTfA/taMaHt«*rflN3S4ft»n*ig Q* WT3fc 
BEmMQc 7J; Anoftw Monk. 5-1 Ro ) WRouWtt.11-2RB«y^ l 13-3Vrarv 

oan, B-1 Private Aadancs, tart Drop Booifas, 12-1 HaoHOUs RNh, 
taia, PMmbL 16-1 dhers 





RUGBY LE AGUE 

Sculthorpe 
transfer could 
break record 

Paul Sculthorpe could become 
the most expensive rugby 
league player ever after being 
tnmsfcr-listed by TOurington 
yesterday. 

Hie 20-year-old Great 
Britain forward, who played in 
all three Tfests against Australia 
this month, still has four years 
of his contract to run and his 
dub said it would allow him to 
leave “very reluctantly." 

Wigan haw been regarded 
as favourites to sign him, but 
their offer of players in ex- 


rington- LAmdondisplayedlheir 
interest by saying they would fly 

him to the capital by helicopter 
for talks, while Bradford are also 
in contention. 

Sculthorpe’s age and quali- 
ty make him at least as valuable 

as his former team-mate, Iestyn 
Harris, who went to Leeds for 
an estimated £350,000 earlier 
this year. If a three-cornered 
auction develops, the record 
£440,000 that Wigan paid 
Widnes for Martin Offiah in 
1992 could be under threat 

Meanwhile, Keighley, one of 
the best-supported dubs in the 
lower divisions, and Working- 
ton, who were in Super League 
during its inaugural season in 
1996, could both be expelled 
from the league after being in 
administration for more than a 
year. Along with perennial 
stragglers, Prescot, they could 
face being thrown out unless 
they can come up with con- 
vincing business plans before 
next Wednesday, wben the Rug- 
by League Council meets. 

A midsummer break from 
domestic competition for next 
season will also be considered 
then, with a triangular tourna- 
ment in Australia, also involv- 
ing Great Britain and New 
Zealand, being one possible 
option to fill the gap. 

At the same time, a home in- 
ternational series would be 
played in Britain, but the World 
Cup, scheduled for Australia 
next October, would be post- 
poned. 

- Dave Hodfidd 


HOCICEY 


Whitley Bay 
stand defiant 

Whitley Bay are not exactly 
looking forward to their three 
and a half hour trip to Crosby 
tomorrow for their North Sec- 
ond Division game, but it is 
nothing compared with the 
journey Clifton, last year’s Cup 
finalists, will have to make to 
Northumberland to play them 
in the women’s EHA Cup 
fourth-round tie on Sunday. 

The junior northern dub, 
playing -at this stage of the 
competition for the first time, 
are not overawed. Fiona Atkin- 
son, the Whitley Bay captain who 
scored the w inning goal at Pa s t 
Grinstead in the last round, 
said: “We just hope we wflJ do 
ourselves justice. We are an 
experienced team and a good 
mix. We are none the wiser 
about CEfi on’s big names, so we 
will not be intimidated.” 

-BMCofwtt 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 
7.46 Ufa* read 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ffcvt DF 
vMbk Ctariton v SmMcn 
UHLSPORT UNTIED COUHflES LEAGUE Pre- 
irtw DMSton: SSL Coitiy v Oogantas (atg. 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF (RE- 
LAND Pranriar Dhtafcw: St FWnckfe AttaSte * 
Oragtada; Shrexwns v Derry CRy. 

Rugby Union 
7.30 unfere Mad 
TOUR HUTCH: Beth v ACT (7B& 
CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
Group A: WkkNMd v Norttampton. Group B: 
' ! v London Halt Group C: COwnby v 


WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE FM DhMoo: 

OsamMy v Ltedoasty (HS). 

CLUB MATCHES: Oxford Unraercfty « UMC 
(CsnJH torettuis) (76); Lydnay v CBfon. 

Other sports 

ZkSSomI H ri^nSre (B^nS? 

raj Groan. London). 

SNOOKBt UK Ch ni iFk i n att p (Prearcfo) 
latwfe Eur o pe an WfoaieireTtaiiCtaBiBlon att B 
(Redbridge, London). 


Baft- 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

9,639 

The number of runs 
scored in Sheffield Shield 
cricket tins season - a 
competition record - by 
South AustraEah captain, 
Janie Siddons, who broke 
David Hookes’ oW record 
of 9jB34 runs when he hit 
60 against Victoria m Mel- 
bourne yesterday. 


JDEPE 
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Swanepoel the rookie scuba-diving ’nuggett with attitude 

_ . unrni a AseneraltyunSUCOSSfu] 


Six months ago, the very 
thought of life without 
Joost van der 
Westhuizen was enough 
to send Springbok 
supporters in search of 
psychiatric counselling. 
Suddenly, Werner 
Swanepoel materialised 
to cairn the nerves of a 
nation. 

Werner who? Chris 
Hewett sheds some light 
on the unknown Bokke 
scrum-haH, who replaces 
the irreplaceable at 
Twickenham tomorrow. 


This will sound heretical 
enough to uneducated English 
ears, so it is easy to imagine the 
kerfuffle it is likely to cause 
down Pretoria way. Still, in for 


a penny, in for a krugerrand. . 
Joost van der Westhuizen does 
not- repeat, not- possess the 
longest, fastest, most accurate 

scrum -h alT s pass in South 

African rugfay. You want proof? 
Ask the Springboks thenselves, 
any of them. Well, with one ob- 
vious exception. 

Actually, make that two ex- 
ceptions. Van der Westhuizen, 
the brooding but undeniably 
brilliant Blue Bull of Bokke 
legend, is not the sort to give 
best to anyone, least of all an un- 
derstudy with little or no repu- 
tation outride the boundaries of 
the green and gold republic But 
then, you are equally unlikely to 
catch Werner Swanepoel spout- 
ing forth on the subject. He talks 
about everything else, does 

Swanepoel, but he gives this par- 
ticular issue a wide berth. 

“We all know about Joost’s 
ability, which is phenomenal,” 
says the 24-year-old scuba- 


diving Free Stater. “At the start 
of die season, my aim was sim- 
ply to secure my place on the 
Springbok bench. For me, that 
was enough to worry about. 
Now that 1 am in the side, peo- 
ple say to me: Ah,you must play 
like Joost, get your game up to 
Joosfs leveL’ Ifs no use my sit- 
ting back and saying: ‘I can't do 
that.’ I will try to take the op- 
portunity that I now have, but to 
follow Joost is to ask a great deal 
of myself.” 

The real story comes from 
the coaches, players, journalists 
and rank and file supporters at- 
tached to this formidable and, 
in. the light of last summer’s 
humbling defeat by the Lions 
and the subsequent manage- 
ment upheavals, remarkably 
happy Springbok camp. 

“He doesn’t possess the ab- 
solute killer break that Van 
der Westhuizen offers, but he’s 
not far short of Joost when he 


goes for a gap and, yes, he has 
the better service,’’ says Louis 
de Vffliers, an acute observer of 
the South African scene. 

By common consent, 
Swanepoel eased a splitting scr 
lection headache for the South 
African top table by perform- 
ing with striking maturity in l^t 
week's 52-10 victory over the 
French in Paris. 

Much to the chagrin of the 
Bokke horfes,partkularty those 
from Northern Tftansvaal, \fen 
der Westhuizen had been in- 
valided cut of the tour a week 


asa 


choice, was given his bead. Hie 
beganby.fiektiagakwseFraich 
kick and sending Percy Mont- 
gomery away for a try inside 50 
seconds and with his forwards 
shelling out quality possession 
againri a dispirited band of self- 
destructing UicoIoreSj hereveBed 

in the occasion. 


‘•The difficult stuff was over 
by half-time because the pack 
had taken charge and were giv- 
ing me the ball on a plate,” says 
SwanepoeL “At the start, the at- 
mosphere at the Paredes Princes 
was quite something and it r* 
ally meant something to me 
be out there far die an th ems, l 
the crowd went still after a 
while. AEI needed to do was stay 
focused on my tasks. My team- 
mates made it easy for me. u . 

Modestly, Swanepoel paints 
a self-portrait of a rookie who 
knows bis place in the great 
Springbok scheme of thin gs. 
<i The coaches tell me to play it 
as I see it, but when you’re po- 
sitioned between your captain, 
Gary Tfeicbmaim, at No 8 and 
a great stand-off like Henry 
Ho nib all, you tend to let others 
call: the shots,” he insists. 

But according to another 
fast-arriving Springbok high- 
flier, the Western Province 


flanker Bobby Skinstad, young 
Werner is no shrinking violet 

“He's a forwards nightmare," he 

says. “He just doesn’t shut up. 
He's a nugget with attitude.” An 
Afrikaans version of Austin 
Healey, ihen^The mind boggles. 

Swanepoel was born in 
Bloemfontein and educated at 
Grey College, the great sport- 
ing nursery that boasts Mome 
du Plessis and Kepler Wessels 
among its more distinguished 

old boys. He won caps at onder- 

21 and under-23 before touring 
Britain and Ireland with a pow- 
erful South Africa A squad last 


■year. 

Come the late firing, be was 
on the Bokke bench and it was 
from there that he observed the 
. miseries of the Lions series. In- 
1 deed, he won his first cap in the 
final Tfest, replacing van der 
Westhuizen as the clock ticked 
down on a “dead” match at El- 
lis Park. 


Nations » 

job as coach but his successor, 

NWtMailett, was quick to mate 
his own investment “l 
swanepoel’s future. 1 ^ 

known Nick for a month and 

rve been deeply impressed by 

him asa rugby thinker, says the 
scrum-half- “We’re getting 
along just fine. 

“What we are doing on uns 

trip is reasserting our own stan- 
dards; South African rugby h3S 
a culture of winning and we 
need to rediscover that culture 
after the disappointments of the 
Lions tour and the Tri-Nations. 
Quite simply, it is important to 
win every Test we play, both to 
ourselves as players and to the 
nation as a whole. 

“I believe we are now play- 
ing with greater flexibility. You 
talk of Plan A and Plan B but 
we go up to Plan Z now; there 

is a different game plan for every 



<> S0fl 


Swnn«i»etT-<>W , T ,00rt 

is to ask a 


5?WeH, ’ 

ft'jsfbrtte Biglishto discover 
what strengths 1 may havc- 
Andoffbe0aes.ahappy-go- 

hicky smae etched across tas 
da*. high-veldt features. Thil 
nm,wiUtheybe su®ng Ouu> 

jots of Fire' at Twickenham/. 


he aStS, u nnm m i» j — — - - 

error. If it proves to be the only 

mistake Werner Swanepoel 
mates this weekend, England 
may need more than a few 

choruses of “Swing Low to see 

them through- 



The damaging day 
when I reached 


my physical limit 


Seventeen years after 

his retirement fb Bowing 
the Moscow Olympics, 

Hugh Matheson the 

Independent’s Rowing 
Correspondent, returns 
to competition in the 
Perpetual Indoor 
Championships this 
weekend. Preparation, 
however, has been far 
from straightforward. 


Hie last weeks before racing 
bring it all back. Nothing in 
17 years since has matched 
the slow growth of nerve 
and physical awareness that 
comes from knowing there 
will be a test to destruction 
at the end of the month. 

The point, for an oarsman, 
of the rowing ergometer - or 
indoor rowing machine - is 
that it is pure effort In a boat 
race there are always outside 
{actors, such as the wind, that 

reduce the degree to which you 

can drive yourself and the test 
ceases to be one of raw paw- 
er and becomes watermanship. 

Of course strength and fit- 
ness count here too, but at the 


Matthew Puosent aU world or 
Olympic champions in real 
rowing, but also champs in- 
doors, you know what you can 
sustain to the nearest fraction 

of a second and you race to 
that pattern of output with- 
out a blink until the last blast. 

par those who have entered ■ 
the game late, finding the 
pace without testing to de- 
struction is difficult If you go 

too hard, as I have a couple of 

times, you either find the out- 
put is too low and the test over 

before it is complete or that 
you stop before the finish line. 

After testing in the Lough- 
borough University laborato- 
ry and being deeply upset by 
the finish time of 6min 44sec. 
I went to Oxford to join a 
group training for the veter- 
ans’ Boat Race next March. 
There, without warning, we 
were dropped on to the ma- 
chines and told to do a 2J)00m 
piece without pushing to the 
limit I dropped the strokes 
per minute to 28, five below 
the rate at Loughborough, 
and spun through easily in 
6min 33sec without, seem- 
ingly, digging an inch below 
the surface fqraxtra effort. 

No problem says I, push 
a bit harder la the race and 


Working out at Wembley: The Welsh team get acquainted with unfamiliar surroundings yesterday eyp 


end you are unlikely to be ut- 

teriy cleaned out The difficult you'll dip under 6:20 and be 
water prevents the athlete close to the winner of your 


Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


Robert Howley tackles New 
Zealand for the first time in his 
career tomorrow intent on 
reinforcing his standing as a 
world-class scrum-half. 

The genial Welshman, cru- 
elly denied a Lions Test berth 
against South Africa last sum- 
mer by injury, knows he must 
produce a trademark perfor- 
mance if a 43-year losing streak 
against the All Blacks is to be 
ended. 

pressure on his broad, shoul- 
ders is enormous, yet the Cardiff 


Howley determined to be the best 


player believes he has already 
done the hard part - being 
selected above his great friend 
and rival EfontypridcTs Paul John. 

Kevin Bowring, the Welsh 
coach, gave John the No 9 jer- 
sey against Tonga last week, but 
when Hawley went on in the 
second half, he single-handed- 
ly transformed the side. 

“T knew that I would need to 


hit a certain standard if 1 want- 
ed any chance of playing against 

New Zealand,” Howley said. 

“Paul and myself have been 
challenging for the scrum-half 

spot over several years, and that 

rivalry will continue. The more 
competition there is for your 
place, then the better player it 
makes you. 

“I was pleased with my Test 


comeback, but playing 20 min- 
utes against Tbnga will be noth- 
ing like opposing New Zealand. 
I will be patting myself against the 
world's best scrum-half [Justin 
Marshall], while the team must 
compete with the All Blacks, 
producing awesome rugby.” 

Howley rebuffs any sugges- 
tion that Wales will resort to a 
tight set-piece game, the pop- 


ular theory which many be- 
lieve has credence, given how 
effectively the English Rugby 
Partnership XV took on New 
Zealand in midweek. 

“it has been said that if you 
psk playing the high-tempo game 

agpinst New Zealand, you will be 

blown apart” Howley said. 
“Wiles are developing a game 
the players are comfortable with 


— one played at considerable 
pace, so this is the add test" 
Whies will be in exile for the 
next 18 months, while work 
continues on the £l20m Mil- 
lennium Stadium, but Wembley 
has proved popular with their 
fens - tomorrow’s attendance 
will be 78 , 000 . 

•Niall Hogan, the 26-year-old 
London Irish scrum-half, will 
deputise for the injured Brian 
O’Meara on Ireland’s replace- 
ments’ bench for Sunday’s Test 
against Canada in Dublin. 



SAILING 


Dalton looks to atone for 19-day ‘nightmare’ 


Grant Dalton, the 
skipper of Merit Cup, is 
promising to bounce 
back after posting a 
miserable seventh in the 
second leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race. 

Stuart Alexander reports 
from Fremantle. 


Second on the first leg from 
Southampton, everything went 
wrong just four hours after leav- 
ing Cape Town and Grant Dal- 
ton could only sit at the bade of 
the fleet and seethe as the leg 
winner, Gunnar Krantz, brought 
Swedish Match into Fremantle 


just one hour under four days 
ahead of him. 

Dalton and his crew were in 
danger of running ‘out of food 
as the voyage stretched to 19 
days - the last 36 hours spent en- 
snared in a high pressure system. 

The crew, who had endured 
“a nightmare", would be given 
a few days leave “to get their 
heads back together” and then 
it would be back to hard work. 
“"We need to win one of the next 
two legs," Dalton said. “This is 
just the second race in a nine- 
race regatta.” 

Just to make sure there are 

no more mistakes, Dalton will be 

boosting his onboard meteoro- 
logical expertise for the third leg 

to Sydney, even though he al- 
ready has one erf the world's fore- 


most weathermen in Bob Rice. 
Lawrie Smith is doing the same 
on Silk Cat by bringing in the 
New Zealander Nick White, the 
navigator on Yamaha when she 
won the last Whitbread race. 
Still to arrive is the all-woman 

crew of EF Education. “I was go- 
ing to stab myself through the 
heart with dividers if the girls had 

gpt past us,” Dalton said. 


WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(— condhfl. 4.600 mH— . Cap* Tom » 
Frvmzntla): Rnfalwd: 1 Swedish Match 
(Swa] G Kr&tfz T5 days P3hr 45rrtn Q3soc 
2 fcnowBon Knamar (Not) K Frosted 
BE22fl235: 3T4wW» OIS) P Stnndbridae 
*05:27:12: 4 SBt Cut (GB) L Srrrth 
16:15:0539: S EF LanguaQB (Swa) P Goysd 
TMttDna egis aa r Rac njrfOS^ M Fto- 

enaaTiia'sn to Ms 8 b= Education 
{$we)CGUku32mieatjgo9Bnjnat&nv- 
gy (Noth) HBouschdlB 46 mtes tog a Q»wr- 
oD standings 1 Innovation Wraemer 2Q7pta; 
2 EF Language ®7;3SkCuH68;49wwdBh 
Match 161; atbdHb« TST, 6 CMt Racing 
132; 7 MarirCup TO 


GOLF 


Lonard leads 
from Coltart 


The Australian Masters cham- 
pion, Peter Lonard, fired a 
course record nine-under -par 63 
to take a two-stroke lead In the 
opening round of the Australian 
Open in Melbourne yesterday. 

Lon?"* leads Scotland's Aus- 
tralian PGA winner, Andrew 

Coltart, cm 65. Lonard, who won 

the Masters and topped Aus- 
tralia's Order of Merit last sea- 
son, left playmg partnerGreg 

Nonnanbehnid with nine biroies- 

Britain’s Lee Westwood 
opened with a 68, the same 
score as Norman, who will 
equal Jack Niddaus’ six Aus- 
tralian Open titles if he wins this 
weekend - Gary Player has the 
record with seven. 


SNOOKER. 


Man against machine: 
Hugh Mat hes on tr ain s 
Photo: David Ashdown 


Money rolls in for Stevens 


Matthew Stevens guaranteed 
himself a career-best pay-day 
when he cruised into the semi- 
finals of the Liverpool Victoria 
UK Championship in Preston 
yesterday. 

The 20-year-old from Car- 
marthen beat the Scotsman 
Martin Dziewialtowski 9-1 to 
earn £19,750. That will tum into 
£75,000 if he can become the 
first Welshman for nine years to 

lift the trophy. 

gtevens, the world No 53 who 

beat the world No 4, Made 
Williams, 9-4, needed only 30 
minutes to complete his victory. 

“The first couple of frames 
gave me a great deal of confi- 
dence and I just went on from 
there,” Stevens said. “I expect- 
ed a tougher match because 


Martin is such a tremendous pot- 
ter. I watched his first game and 
it was frightening the number of 
breaks he was knocking in." 

However, this latest match 
came too soon for Dziewial- 
towski after his last-16 victory 
over Dean Reynolds. Stevens 
made the most of bis rival’s 
tiredness. 

Ii is Stevens’ second ranking 
semi-final in a row and he hopes 

; to improve on his defeat by John 
. Higgins at Bournemouth last 
month. 

“I owe much of my success to 

my dad Morrell," he added. 

-When I wasyounger he used to 
drive me all over the country to 

play in various tournaments and 
pto-ams. Without him I wouldn't 
be where I am today.” 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

-T. numbers: 5. 3LL. is. 23. 24. 47. Bonus 


_ Tha winning numbers: 5, Si, 19, 23, 24. 47. Bonus number: 17. 

Draw d a i». |f gB/lVg7. > Tn qRQ Q6g phja Fund: £13.941.031 (4SK of ticket sales). 


CATEGORY 


NO. OF WINNERS 


AMOUNT FOR 

Each winner 


: 0 T A L EACH TIER 


Match 6 tJachpotL 


Match 6 Plus bonus faqli 

■ Match 5 


13 


£92.380 


797 


£941 



£42 


£10 


£3.903.086 
ft .200.940 


£749.977, 


£1 .635,33. j?_ 
EB.435.090 


©Cam** ftoup pit w " ^ *‘ r 


£13.914,409 

Breakage (prim hnmM (e* u nearest Elf- £26.822. 


[fif t§A 2 S 0 tLE' ( 3 H ijji THE WfinONAL LOTTERY' 

. . H, caneM central «mpu»r system shaUprswU. 
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ICE HOC KEY 

Lynch to use video evidence 


Tim Lynch, the Ayr Scottish Ea- 
gles coach, will send a video of 
his side’s 7-4 Express Cup win 
over Sheffield Steelers on 
Wednesday to the Superleague 
after two of his players were in- 
jured in incidents not spotted by 
the referee or his linesman. 

Ayr's leading scorer Dennis 


Purdic is in hospital with a se- 
rious dead leg after being kneed 
in the thigh by Corey Beaulieu 
and could be out for six weeks. 

His fellow forward Sam 
Groleau needed six stitches 
and suffered mild concussion af- 
ter being cross-checked from 
behind by Ron Shudra. 


from following each stroke of 
purely applied power with an- 
other. The boat rocks, or the 
steering shifts, and a correct- 
ing stroke is re- 
quired and the 
power comes off a 
fraction. 

The machine 
offers no such re- 
lief. It is unavoid- 
ably exhausting, 
which means, of 
course, that ibe 
competitor must 
find a level of per- 
formance, of out- 
put, that can be 
sustained for the 
whole of the 2,000 
metres of the race 
distance. In effect, 
you want your last stroke to 
be, genuinely, your last. If you 
are properly exhausted you 
stop. So, something you can 
keep up for six minutes-plus 
has to be found which will 
bring you within sight of the 
finish before the physical sys- 
tem begins to collapse. 

The designers of the er- 
gometer have thoughtfully 
provided a computerised 
monitor which reads the 
power applied to the oar 
handle and prints it out In 
various forms, of which the 
most useful is the time it will 
lake to cover 500m at this 
speed, called the “500 split”. 

Most who use the er- 
gometer measure themselves 
against the 500 split through- 
out the day’s programme. It 
is easy to calculate the end re- 
sult. A target for 2,000m of 
6min 25sec (which is mine) 
might be achieved by aver- 
agjng lmin 36.25sec per 500m 
through the piece. It can get 
more sophisticated: you could 
go a little quicker for the first 
quarter at, say, lmin 35sec, 
then steady through the mid- 
dle 1,000m at lmin 37.5 sec, 
then blast for home, only 
when the line is in sight, and 
another lmin 35scc will do it 
Now if you arc Greg Sear- 
le, James Cracknel! or 


has gone from nectar to ash. 
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age group. But on my return 
from Oxford I found that 1 
had pulled a muscle on the 
back of my ribcage. 

This stopped 
me breathing 
above couch 
potato rate and 
prevented ail 
training for a 
week. When it 
was possible to 
work again there 
were fewer than 
three weeks to 
go. So I did five 
days of 60-minute 
sessions, at 18 
strokes to the 
minute, and was 
able, daily, to 
lower the 500 
split until I ended up at 1:50.2 
for the entire one-hour piece. 
Each day, as it improved. I 
thought “That’s another cou- 
ple of seconds knocked off the 
final time.” 

So I rang Sean Bowden, 
coach to the British Olympic 
eight, and asked him for a 
programme to take me 
through the last 10 days to the 
race. I should never have 
boasted about the uprising 
strength which seemed to 
flow from the long training 
sessions. He devised a set of 
shorter, intense pieces, most- 
ly segments of the race - 
500m and 1000m rows, re- 
peated several times. 

It was when I came to the 
two-times 1500m session that 
it all came unstuck. Then I - 
hoped the 1 target would be- 
1:35 per 500m. But when I 
fried it, I got half-way through 
and was unable to cany on 
and experienced the worst . 
kind of psychological damage 
bumping into your physical 
limit can bring down on you. 

Despair. A race in five 
days and you. don’t even 
know what a sustainable rate 
might be, and, whatever it is, 
it will be much dower than 
seemed possible a week ago. 
Already the taste of Sunday 
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oon Army traumatised to find its team firing blanks 
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le United’s trip 

Barcelona proved far 

'more memorable for 
their fan? than the team. 
Glenn Moore assesses the 
mood of the Toon Army 
and its fallen heroes. 

“Nice trip, shame about the 
game,” was the verdict of the 
Newcastle United supporters 
departing from Barcelona yes- 
terday. It was not so much the 
defeat, in Wednesday’s Cham- 
pions’ League match at the 


Nou Camp as the nature of it 
which had disappointed them. 

“It was boring,” said one 
supporter. “Fans have paid £250 
each to come here and see this 
and they deserved better. Ken- 
ny DaJglish can say he didn't 
have any option but we’d rather 
have a go and lose 3-0 than this.” 

Damage limitation - avoid- 
ing the 4-0 drubbing Manches- 
ter United received here three 
years ago -did seem uppermos t 
in the Newcastle manager's 
mind, even if he said it was “in- 
sulting" to suggest his team 
had lacked ambition. Failing to 


manage a single shot on target 
hardly backs that view up. 

The withdrawal of John 
Barnes, who bad scored four 
times in the previous four 
matches, to midfield was pre- 
sumably done in an attempt to 
retain possession but he could 
have done that more effective- 
ly as a focal point for the attack 
than out wide where he was 
played. Instead of Barnes Temur 
Kctshaia, not an accomplished 
holder of the ball, played up 
front and Newcastle never man- 
aged sustained pressure. Unlike 
Manchester United's early Eu- 


ropean experiences, Newcastle 
did try and pass through midfield 
rather than play it long even if 
that was partly because, with 
Keith Gillespie suspended, they 
did not have much of a target 
at which to aim. 

Newcastle have been unlucky 
to lose both Alan Shearer and 
ftiustxno Asprilla with injury but 
Les Ferdinand and Hner Beard- 
sley were both sold after Shear- 
er’ s misfortune. Rush and Barnes 
were brought in but one is fad- 
fog and the other is only an emer- 
gency striker. Among the lesons, 
said Dalglish, is the need for a 


* 


Venables storms 
the citadel of 
Rules and cricket 


deeper squad but, with his ex- 
perience, he should have fore- 
seen that in the summer. 

The lessons for the players in- 
clude the importance of retain- 
ing possession and concentration 
— maxims Manchester United 
have gradually absorbed over the 
decade. These principles are 
only learned through further 
European experience and New- 
castle's priority now is to ensure 
a return to the Champions’ 
L eague next season. “It’s been 
great," Dalglish said. “The play- 
ers have enjoyed it and the taste 
is a great incentive to get back.” 


No one will have enjoyed it 
more than Aaron Hughes, the 
teenage Irishman who will long 
remember his Newcastle debut 
-even a quarter-fuD Nou Camp 
was a long way from playing for 
the youth team last week. 

While bis appearance, and 
Stuart Pearce’s reappearance 
after months out with itguiy. were 
Newcastle's only real benefits 
from the night, Barcelona had 
more to be thankful for. Most hn- 
portant of all was a victory. Pre- 
vk>us^ winless in the Cbampkms* 
League. and with four defeats in 
their last five in aO competitions, 


the headline in the city's sports 
petperyesterday morning was un- 
derstandable. “At last.” ft said. 

They were also able to ease 
Josep Guard tola. Sonny An- 
derson and Amor back into 
first-team action and earn 
around £250,000 from the 
Champions' League bonus pot 
However, the assertion, by the 
assistant manager, Gerald van 
Her T*m . who had prepared the 

team in the absence of Louis 
van Gaah that it was “one of the 
best games we have played this 
season” was a surprise. If that 
was a good performance the 


Spanish league - in which they 
are level top - is weakeT than 
we all though t. 

Tbe press conference un- 
derlined Van Goal's frosty re- 
lationship with the local media. 
The public appear equally dis- 
enchanted with their new coach 
but Van Goal, with typical ar- 
rogance, dismissed criticism 
with the confident assertion: “I 
will succeed.” 

Dalglish is less brash and 
more respected, but his tactics 
are equally unloved. Only time 
will tell whether both, or either, 
will get it right 
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The Socceroos* World 
Cup campaign has 
captured the imagination 
of Australian sports farts. 
As Richard Ybffop explains 
from Melbourne, Terry 
Venables* team expects 
to attract a 90,000 crowd 
to the MCG for their 

decisive play-off match 

against Iran tomorrow. 

With the temperature here yes- 
terday hitting a record No- 
vember high of 40C the beat 
was in every sense on Terry Vari- 
ables as he prepared Australia 
for tomorrow's vital World Cup 
qualifier with Iran. 

Melbourne, the borne of Aus- 
tralian Rules, is the city of non- 
believers as for as football is 
concerned, but so great is (he in- 
terest in Venables’ Socceroos, 
and Australia's chance of achiev- 
ing the 0-0 draw or victory that 
will take them to the World 
Cup finals for the first time in 24 
years, that a crowd of 90,000 is 
expected for tomorrow's game at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
That is more than 50,000 high- 
er than the best football crowd 
at the MCG -the 36^00 who saw 
the Olympic final in 1956. 






4* 
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The extent to which soccer- 
mania has taken this Aussie- 
Rules made town was reflected 
in this week's back pags lead sto- 
ry in the Herald Sun, the best-sell- 
ing Melbourne tabloid. Accom- 
panying a dose-up training shot 
of Harry Kewell, Leeds United's 
19-ycar-old goalscoring hero of 
last Saturday’s first leg in Tehran, 
was the headline: “Meet Aus- 
tralia's new Prince Harry". 

If 128X100 screaming I ranians 
foiled to rattle him on the pitch 
in Tehran, (he baby-laced Kewell 
seemed lost in the media crush 
when he arrived here with the 
team on Monday morning and 
confronted his new feme. 

When football media events 
are held in Melbourne, the best 
attendance, you can usually ex- 
pect is a couple of radio reporters 
and a television crew from SBS, 
the station predominantly 
watched by soccer-loving Euro- 
pean migrants. But when Ven- 
ables and team turned up to a 
state reception this week, rows 
of camera crews from all the 
main stations were lined up. 
adding to the hype far tomorrow. 

Venables was there wearing 
a tracksuit and his normal 
cheery grin, and telling a local 
reporter that he would consid- 
er staying on with the Soc- 
ceroos after his existing contact 



Making an impact: Terry Venables and his Socceroos team, have brought their sport 
unprecedented popularity in Australia Photograph: Reuters 


ends- either tomorrow, if Aus- 
tralia lose, or after the Wbrkl 
Cup. if they qualify. “I’ve only 
been here a year, but if s been 
a terrific experience,” he said. 
“People say I’m more Aus- 
tralian than the Australians.” 

He confessed the hopes and 
expectations resting on him and 
the team were s imilar to those 
be had fell when coaching Eng- 
land in the finals of Euro 96. He 
also expressed some offence at 
the suggestion that Australia had 
been lucky to come away with 
a 1-1 draw from the first leg in 
Tehran in a stadium where Iran 
have not lost for 10 years. “If I'd 
taken England to T^uan and got 
a 1-1 draw. I'd have been hap- 
py. Vfe we’re OK until we scored 
[after 19 minutes], and then we 
started to protect our goal.” 


He thought the team held up 
remarkably well as the Iranians 
then managed to produce more 
skilf ul and enterprising football, 
particularly from the two for- 
wards, Khodadad Ajxd and Ali 
Daie, who play in the German 
league. 

Venables wonders if the Ira- 
nians, who will welcome back 
their German-based playmaker 
Karim Bagfaeri from suspension, 
will display the same spirit away 
from the deafening support of 
their supporters in the Azazi sta- 
dium who, though noisy, were 
never hostile. 

Having played before a 
crowd of 6,000 a gains t New 
Zealand in his first game with 
the Socceroos in Melbourne in 
January, Venables will find it 
rather different’ before the 


90,000 at the MCG tomorrow. 
The cricket ground is a stern 
custodian of sporting tradition, 
but it is breaking a century-old 
regulation by allowing Aus- 
tralian supporters - many of 
them of Italian, Greek or Yu- 
goslav origin - to bring horns 
and trumpets to the match, in 
the style of the Latin and South 
American countries. 

The Melbourne Cricket 
Club is the citadel for cricket 
and Austr alian Rules, and some 
of the more staid dub members 
see this as tantamount to ad- 
mitting the barbarians. Enables 
can take some comfort from the 
fact that he and his Socceroos 
have had sufficient impact on 
the Australian sporting scene 
that they have been able to 
storm the dtadeL 


[NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK. 


Seven Englishmen step 
into the Hall of Fame 



Twenty more players 
were voted into the 
International Football 
Hail of Fame yesterday. 
Qem Moore, our Football 
Correspondent, was on 
the voting panel and 
explains the background 
to some of the choices. 


The status accorded to foot- 
ball’s new International Hall 
of Fame was apparent yes- 
terday when George Best 
turned up for the inaugura- 
tion. Then again, it was held 
in a bar run by his former 
Northern Ireland team-mate, 
Tfeny Neill. 

The presence of Best and 
several more of the game’s leg- 
ends, inducting Tom Finney, 
Nal Lofthouse, Gordon Banks, 
Alan Ball, Rat Jennings and 
Jim Baxter at Neill’s London 
bar added weight to the con- 
cept, which will be made con- 
crete in Manchester next year. 

The first five names, vot- 
ed for by the public, had been 
revealed on Wednesday. Yes- 
terday Pele, Best, Bobby 
Charlton, Stanley Matthews 
and Bobby Moore were joined 
by 20 more greats, chosen by 
a panel of journalists from 100 
names put forward by the 


Hall of Fame 

1 Foie 

2 George Best 

3 Bobby Charlton 

4 Johan Cruyff 

5 Bobby Moors 

6 Gordon Banks 

7 Marco van Basten 

8 firara Beckenbauer 

9 John Charles 

10 Kenny DaJglsh 

11 Duncan Edwards 

12 Eusebio 

13 Tom Finney 
14Garrincha 
l5JBh*fr> 

16 Stanley Matthews 

17 Gerd Mufer 

18 MfcheIPWW 

19 Ferenc Puskas 
20Rivefcio 

21 Alfredo Di Stefano 

22 Lav Yashkt 

23 Biy Wright 
24Zk» 

25 DtnoZoff 

Future Hall of Fame 

1 Diego Maradona 

2 Alan Shearer 
Konano 

4 George Vlfeah 

5 David Beckham 


public and whittled down to 65 
by the seven aforementioned 
legends. 

They included no surpris- 
es, even if the inclusion of sev- 
en English players did 
indicate a certain bias. If 
England had really had that 
many of the 25 best-ever play- 


ers they, and not Brazil (five 
representatives), would have 
won four World Cups. 

As a member of the jour- 
nalists'' panel I can offer some 
mitigation. The 65rStrong list 
that came to us included a 
staggering 28 English names 
and eight Scots. Uruguay, 
twice World Cup winners, 
were not represented at all, 
while Italy and Germany had 
three candidates, Argentina 
two and Spain one. This 
meant players such as Fran- 
cisco Genlo, Gianni Rivera, 
Giacinto Facchetii, Paul Bre- 
ituer, Kazimierz Deyna, 
Tostao, Gerson, Johan 
Neeskens, Steve Bloomer 
and Peter Doherty were not 
able to be considered. 
Among those included in the 
65 were Tony Currie and Pe- 
ter Osgood. 

The Hall of Fame con- 
cept is an old one in the Unit- 
ed States, which even has a 
Soccer Hall of feme which in- 
cludes many of the same play- 
ers. This one is intended to be 
a multi-faceted attraction in- 
corporating all manner of 
new technology as well as the 
inevitable restaurants and 
bars. More unusual is the in- 
tention to include a mini-sta- 
dium and football academy 
backed by the PFA, the foot- 
ballers’ union. 


Chappie concentrates on Conference ambition at Kingstonian 


The last time Geoff Chappie and 
ltd Hardy sat in opposing dug- 
outs was at Wembley in May, 
when Chappie’s Woking ride 
overcame Handy’s underdogs 
from Dagenham & Redbridge 
in the EA Umbro Ttopby final. 

Tomorrow the two veterans 
of non-League management 
lock borns again, when the Dag- 
gers travel to Kingstonian 
I (whom Chappie joined in the 
I summer after resigning from 
Wftking), for semi-professional 
football's match of the day. 

Dagenham have a formid- 


able eight-point lead at the top 
of the Ryman League Premier 
Division. Kingstonian are third, 
a point behind Sutton United, 
with both dubs having played 
one game less that the Daggers. 
Hardy’s men had the better of 
the midweek action: Dave Pratt 
scored a hat-trick in a 6-2 win 
over Heybridge on Monday 
while the following evening 
both Kingstonian and Sutton 
were held to draws. 

“Whoever finishes above 
Dagenham will win the league, 11 
Chappie declared yesterday. 


“They did well at Wembley 
against Woking and I knew 
they’d be there or thereabouts." 

Unlike the Daggers, who 
are looking forward to a trip to 
Barry Fry’s Peterborough a 
week tomorrow for a second- 
round FA Cup tie, Kingstonian 
have just the league to con- 
centrate on. “We were beaten 
by Crawley [in the Trophy) and 
then by Slough the following 
week [in the FA Cup] when we 
had a few players out. We’ve got 
a full squad of players tomor- 
row, though,” Chappie said. 


Chappie does not regret 
leaving Woking. “Things are go- 
ingwdl here,” he said. “I made 
the right decision. It was a mat- 
ter of principle. All I was look- 
ing for was a bit of security. I 
saw myself staying at Waking for 
file rest of my career, but the 
new chairman [Jon Davies] 
didn’t want me. I do miss the 
Conference, though.” If he can 
inspire his new team to victory 
at Kingsmeadow tomorrow, a 
return to the non-League dlite 
may be on the cards. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Britain's Pada Radcfifle wB toe i*> 
agdnstfoe world ttjOOO metres cham- 

Son. Saly Barsosio of Kenya, and Ire- 

fanefe Catherine McWeman fri the 
County Durham fotemational Cross- 
Country event on 3 January. 

Basketball 

Croatia have withtfrawn from S uKteyte 
frtandy international agairKl England 
scheduisd for Portsmoufo, butmay be 
replaced by the Budweteer League 
champi o ns, Qaater London Leopards, 
in an axhfoflfon sama Engfandwcn 
72-64 away to Denmark on Wedne s- 


lonshtp group game ana play 
In Plymouth on Saturday. 

NBA: LA lutes tig Bo£cn103: 

pba.89; Pbrtod 
84 Ortsndo SO; 

WMMnokmSBSan /wtwto^2»«T«Tn 
Nflw Jersey 0£t LA CSppws SB Sacramen- 
to OT. 

Cricket 

THIRD TEST (Hobarfl: /W^A**®* 
won toss {Rain gapped pte Biter hxKh). 
AUSTRALIA -First toning* 

MTEBottnotour — 

*M A Taylor not out- , 

E>®BS_0b1) ;■ £ 

"total (tor#, is ovws) — 1 - t? 

Bowling: Dead 5-2- W-G. OComor 7-2-H- 

"lb bat Q Saawen. M 

HT Fontha ff A Hear* P H 5 R 

Mama IfsKasproracz, S H C oo k. 

NEWZEALAND: 8 A YowftM^Lrtonw, A 

C Parore, •S-p namn ft.R^ 

McMtan N J Aria. C L Catm* D L \tttnri. 
S 0 Oou* S B OComor. ^ . 

UneWas; S D»ris (AusJk B TJffinPkT* 

SECOND TEST pugpur): Second day; to- 


INDIA - Hrst bmtnffS 

NSSUunotout 

R S Drauid not out 

•Btondutarb 

M Aznaruddh tow b 

S C GangUy not out . 

A Kiumbto not out 


79 

92 

15 


.87 


total (tors). 


(bajbn wa r*fl> 


to bafcJ Srinattv R K Chauftflft A KwwBb. 

NMNJfcant 

F*tt 2-152 3-taa 4-272 

Q Ftywuisi l-O** Jayaauiya 

AteyaHn 1-044 

SWLAMW: -Aarttui^ST Jmw^ 

M S AtBMttu. R s MatWWTIft DB M- 
va. HPTEanfcift S KL * »*CJU 
P W Vtea, M Murtfithamn. K R Pushpaku- 
.w owa. JKSfcs. _ 

•# Umptrao: C Mtchtay ($A) and V A Haina- 
swuny(hd). 


South Africa's opener Gary Kfcsten 

took advantage of two chances to 

score an unbeaten century on the 

Opening day of the four-day tour 
match against Western AustraBa In 

Perth yesterday. Kirsten was dropped 

on » and 34 but went on » score 141 

of South AMcafe 313 for 5 at ctosa The 

South African vice-captain received 

good support tom ^ Sham Mtocfc, Who 

was inbeaten on 78 from 86 bate. 

kx* 78no) v Vlfestem Auatrala. 

sEssa 

Q A Roe 4-35) v Grtpstand Wbst 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 SQUAD ftour to 


rowan icaw v r 

wicnrziMMu ■■ - — jal. G P Swam 


Football 

Northampton have signed Colh rtk 
the former Leicester, Arsenal. and 

Northern Iraiand defender. aftBrftsjfr 

tun ftom a spe« In Swede n with IRC 
Gothertxrg. and are taSdng terns with 
Jason Doza* the formerforientam 
rrwJfleJder reteased by tpswfch last 
wooK- 

Nottingham Forest have let their 
whger CNte ASen, 25. Jcwt Luton on 
a monthfe loan. 

The Ipswich striker Nei Gregory has 
jofrredPBterborou^i on a mortffe ben 

Mhvaife assletart [manager RaHol- 

tand. the former Wtest Ham mdflekf- 
er.has left the dub to take charge of 

Tottenham's youth team. 

TbeteenagerridfieldwJJgndOrto- 

tohasiofoedAstonVBIaforanomt- 

nal fee non thB Swedsh side Vasteras 
after a brief trial at VHa Park. V«a w<B 

mate frrther payments for the 17-yeaF 

old ff he breaks into the first team. 

WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Euro- 

pan Cfumpton'B Lsagtw. j* 

Feyeoaocd 2Juvsntun a Qr gup_ C; 

Etecetons 1 Newcsda a Grow iB B«s*a» 

2; FKGcthBrtMDOrtito 
StGernKki 1 Group R Monaco 3 Sporr 

aagai mw ifiBBgg 

ShtaCteisoa2BerbnafW«w^ 


vision: ChBater2 SwaneaaQ EACartabera 

V to e — condrewKtBracha Sparta 5 Htf 



CUp first reun± Boston UkTl asdfanl tak 

fivmta 0; Fbratov Cottle 0 G uUw t 

North West Cownss Usgw Bret Divi- 

sion: Si Kahns 1 Buracough 1 Wtnstun- 
Isad Ksnt League FMMiw Sheppey 

4 CUntBCbuy 2Screwftx Dfrect League 

Prom tor DtvWore CHppsntnm 1 Odd 

Down Z A rooa Insurance Northern 

^rSSla 3: SWdcn 2 0uat»rou^a5S^ 

son Eastern Lssous Premier oMstore 

VMxxtoridgsOSohsmaWlBlshCuptMnJ- 

rowfo repays: CefnDnAteO C W mto t o n 
2;GayvalConnahSQsw4;HolyheadHat- 
sxr 6 Hoow Sports 1 dBbart LBagus of 
WWss Cup soeond msid first toff Bbbw 
VWa 4 Aberystwyth 2; Mswrto wn 2 Com- 

bran 5 ports* LssgusPmfisr Division: 

Btackbum 3 Leeds 0; Tmimere 2 Bfnrfng- 

hHi 2. nras D h Mon: Bofion 1 PcrtVSe 

ShefttatoUto1VMadiBm2Sbi0Ort1Lk>- 

oobiCtty3»tori(3naihemamat1ilrdD^ 

vision: Doncaster 2 Mdstf l Lsaow Cup 
Group Pour Cbesterfleid 1 Wigan \ 

Group She Btacfcpool 5 Scarborough a 

Avon Insuranca C o mbina ti on Lsogue 

First DMstorc Portsmouth 1 Wlmbieclcr2; 

Tbmrtwm 0 Oxford Uid 5. Ths 1%nsn KA 

touth CUP ffr8»-round replay: CUwfch 

Hsmbt Q whton 1 Second round: Shrow- 

bury 1 Stote.2;.Rushder & Diamonds t 

CherttonS 

Golf 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Mstboum^ Lssd- 

S i first-round scores: 63 PLonwd (AuaJ. 

A CDRBrtJSco)flB S Aton (Ain^ S Li 

(Ansi S7 C Spenca (AuaL D AndniwiJ 
8 Parti 



_ , K Fsfeon (AusJ, M Cai- 



i 72 D Clarita 

i (Swji V Singh F5X 78 

i deVbtdsfPi). 

CASIO WORLD TOURNAMENT (IU*non, 
“ — IlCOffl® E7M 

ipsnL H Kato 

: s Meniyams 
, D ishi 

'.Tl 

f Kusaksbs 

I TO 8 

V M Brooks (ISA). 

RnSel A n T Hansn [US), n! 
BaBosttros (SpX 


ZIMBABWE OPEN (Hararo)LBS(fing firet 

round scores (SA unless stated}: SB J 

Kingston. M M Murisss. 87 P Ranegopou- 

kw, D RchardL M N Price (Zitil Tran der 
Wah, M McfUty (ZbnV C WtWW, N 
. WteoaWAtwy. 

Avon fflsOtft. L McNeli (3m), W Costsoe, 
AMcLssn, Cals Swart 

Ice hockey 

NW_- Ptfiadeiphta 3 Buttdo t Pittsburgh 3 

Caroira 2 Debolt 4 Ottawa \ Horida U 

BoGaxiaNYM8nobn4NYRBngBSl. , firv 

pa Bay 3 Ootorado 3 (a^. Montreal eWtetv 

g«on a DaBss 4 Lee Angelas X Anaheim 

2Nmr Jersey a 

EXPfSSS CUP: Ayr Scotfish Eagles 7 
ShaftMd 9tsetare 4 

Rugby League 

Super League has decided to intro- 

duce an Austrafan-«tylatopflve play- 
off at foe end of next season, tn place 
of foe present nettiership. Tha wfo- 

ners of foe Giwid Final wl In futue 

be regarded as the number one ckfo 

in Sup? League, although foe lead- 

ers at foe .end Of foe league season 
wB abo receive a trophy and prfzB 

money. 

Rugby Union 

TETLEY BITTER VASE RfltMQund draw: 

South West DMMok ttoodsoata OB v W- 

moultn Nawnay Homata v Baa Lo i uJWd: 

today v Stoutfv VWnw v Ctancrass North 

DhUnc Hamaworth vHridmUdYMCA; 

Hutanaim v 9t Moya OB; Ofdhsm v tMsat 

Loads; WHtohMn v Baatoomugh. Mdbnds 

Division: Lefces»r Forest v Dsventry; 

Louahboroupb Studsnts vWtaston; Nortn- 

arrerton Casuals v Ledbury. London and 

South-East DtoMont Baencay v Cooham; 

rtsfwiv Fathers SwdowTiCWvUCS OB; 

7b*wivVVto9ch;WhSstetaBvtorv 

ias to ba ptayad Ssterdsy 3 Janu- 
wyf. 

NPt CUP RWwound draw: Mor tlt an d Md- 

tand DWskm: Badfart AtNetk: v Haretord: 

Hordan CW v Dudsy KktgswMord: Ksraa- 

' vVMntnsktanhppe; Nsw Brighton v 
Oakham v Bruiigton; Rochdato 

h; tAbat Im (St Hatara) v 

. On and South-West DM- 

aton: Brentwood v Oto Md-WHtgittsns; 

aoucastorOe v Dorceristar Gubord S Go- 

dainhgvSudbtsy;(pswfchvStroud;Ka- 

ifiwcrm v fito stee ntot Parte; Old Marthant 

i v Wbodfent Oto CdMsns v Maitow; 

Wimbtedortana v Old tferdsmlans; 

Paozanca A Nsurfyn v Oxford. (TJas to be 

ployed Seaurday 3 January). 

Snooker 

LIVERPOOL- VtCTOfUA UK CHAMPtON- 

SHiPS (Preston) Quartapfiiiafe M Stevens 

(WM) bt M Dd ni a te wlil (Sco) ■ 

Squash 

QATAR INTERNATIONAL (Doha) H»t J 

rtras (tog W P IfcCl (Sco) 17-1® 14- 


toyionv 

Old Wi 


FIFA 

ROAD TO WORLD CUP 


Beyond commitment Beyond skill. Beyond ruptured 
sinew and tom tendon. Beyond rain sharper than 
scalpels and hearts of oak, snapped and splintered. 
Beyond half time keel-haulings and crushed egos. 

Beyond belief 

There is France. 

FIFA-Road to World Cup 98. The only goal Is to qualify. 
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Sony PlayStation -SeSA Satum“- Ifeitenctoer ■ Wiatows- 95 
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Atkinson in 
£4m move 



for Everton’s 


Speed 


Everton's unsettled captain, 
Gary Speed, is a £4m target for 
Ron Atkinson's Sheffield Wed- 
nesday. The Welsh interna- 
tional midfielder has been one 
of Everton's most consistent 
performers this season, but has 
grown disillusioned with the 
club's poor form. 

Kendall rejected advances 
for Speed from Middlesbrough 
and Newcastle earlier in the sea- 
son, but Wednesday have big 
money to spend. Atkinson, their 
new manager, reportedly has 
about £10m at his disposal. 

Atkinson has paved the way 
for the Speed move by setting 
up a swap deal to send Mark 
Pembridge to Coventry in ex- 
change for the veteran defend- 
er, David Burrows. 

Atkinson took Burrows to 
Coventry in the first place and 
rates him highly. He is willing 
to sacrifice Fembridge in a 
straight exchange, with no mon- 
ey changing hands. 

Everton's chairman, Peter 
Johnson, has hit out at his crit- 
ics in the wake of Wednesday’s 
2-0 defeat at Chelsea, which left 
the Toffees at the bottom of the 
Premiership. 

“Evetlonians need to get 
behind the team and they also 
have to remember I don't want 
to lose every game,'’ Johnson 
said after pointing out that 
£25na has been put into the chib 
by the current shareholders. 
“We are all in this together. I 
don't want to travel down to 
London and watch my team 
lose, for God's sake." 

Yesterday Johnson approved 
Everton’s purchase of the Nor- 
wegian Under-21 goalkeeper, 
Thomas Myhre, for £800,000 
from Viking Stavanger. 

Southampton hope to com- 
plete the £200,000 signing of the 
Norwegian midfield player, 
Bjorn Johansen, from Tromso 
by the weekend. The 24-year- 
old impressed during a three- 
day trial last week. 

Liverpool's hopes of giving 
a debut to Brad Friedel at Ar- 
senal on Sunday are vanishing. 
The Anfield dub are ready to 
pay the United States Soccer 


Federation £2m for the US in- 
ternational goalkeeper, but so 
far have been unable to secure 
a work permit from the Do 
partment of Employment and 
Education. 

Fulham have splashed out on 
two more players from Pre- 
miership dubs as Kevin Keegan 
and Ray Wilkins continue to 
transform the Second Division 
dub. The midfielder Paul Trol- 
lope has completed a £600,000 
move from Derby, while they 
have also spent £100,000 on 
Bolton's Scottish defender, 
Steve McAnespie. 

Fulham have now spent al- 
most £5m since the Hatreds 
owner, Mohamed A1 Fayed, 
took over the west London 
side in the summer. 

Sheffield United are hoping 
to sign Tottenham’s Scotland 
centre-back; Odin Caldeiwood, 
on loan as a replacement for 
Cad Tiler, who has been sold to 
Everton. Calderwood is also 
wanted by Aberdeen, while 
Spurs have denied reports link- 
ing them with Lazio’s unsettled 
Italian international striker, 
Giuseppe Signori. 

Bryan Hamilton, the for- 
mer Northern Ireland manag- 
er, has joined Ipswich Town - 
where he spent the best years 
of his playing career - as first- 
team coach. 

Scotland’s top 10 chibs foiled 
to gain permission yesterday 
leave the Scottish Football 
League at the end of the sea- 
son - but they still intend to 
press ahead with plans for a 
breakaway league next term. 
The Scottish League president, 
Doug Smith, used his casting 
vote at a management com- 
mittee meeting to block the top 
dubs’ proposal to resign. 

Johan Cruyff, the former 
Barcelona coach, was in a sta- 
ble condition in an Amsterdam 
hospital yesterday after being 
admitted with a heart com- 
plaint He had double bypass 
heart surgery in 1991. 

-Afa/i Nixon 
and Rupert Metcalf 
Toon Army trauma, 
Melbourne mania, page 31 
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Greg Norman fires out of a bunker on his way to an opening round of 68 at the Australian Open in Melbourne yesterday 


Scores, Sporting Digest, page 31; Photograph: AFP 
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Old Mother Woodward 
finds out cupboard is bare 
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ACROSS 

I Long, diametrically op- 
posed railings (8-5) 25 

10 Muted Master yielding to 26 

pawn, confounded (7) 

II Improve print and outer 
cracks on china (7) 

12 Nidc, trendy name (5) 2 

13 White, like first of buds 3 


on flower (9]) 

14 German embracing Ger- 4 
many’s measures (5) 

16 Arrangement based on 5 
harmony (9) 

15 Nothing in castling 6 

moves, looking back (9) 

19 Spring <?n army man m 7 

convulsion (5) 

20 I*notfeir(9) 8 

93 Just a little dash after 

time (5) . . • 

24 Africans gjvmgparty 9 


backing, eg, around 
Nortb(7) 

Nod, to show favour (7) 
Almost horrified by note a 
in band sounding out 

(13) 

DOWN 

Not a Labour voter? (9) 
Material showing below 
river, it’s said (5) 

Cbuntry or state (not 
North American) (5) 

Old soaring tune, say. 



It goes without saying 
that Clive Woodward 
would love to see his side 
beat the world champions 
from South Africa at 
Twickenham tomorrow. 
But, as Chris Hewett 
reports, the England 
coach is plotting a for 
more significant victory 
than anything he might 
achieve on the pitch. 


15 Draw drink? Getting 
married, in a tizzy? (9) 


Do they absorb types of 
industry? (9) 

Pursue with love, in short 

Coherent reprinted pa- 
per about English 
women’s Lib is out (13) 
Cross quickly! (5-8) 


16 Gross rage betrayed 
him? (9) 

17 Measure with a country 


bouquet (9) 

21 Some scab inside work- 
site building (5) 

22 Draw out goodjnterest 


(interest 


Implicit finesse squeezing 

one (5) 


Phil de Glanville, the former 
England captain, will miss to-' 
morrow’s demanding appoint- 
ment with the rejuvenated 
keepers of the Springbok flame 
because of ankle trouble. Nick 
Greenstock, of Ttesps, wins a 
fourth cap as his replacement 
and while De GlairviUe's de- 
fensive qualities will undoubt- 
edly be missed, the introduction 
of one international centre for 
another is not, on the face of it, 
a cause for panic. 

There are very good reasons 

for concern, though. If Clive 

■Woodward, tbe England coach, 
is correct in his prognosis, it will 

not be long before tbe senior 
dubs' obsession with foreign 
players leaves the rational man- 
agement without adequate cov- 
er in several key positions. The 
day will dawn when the selec- 
tors go in search of a Green- 
stock and find only southern 
hemisphere t hirtysometh in gs 

with dodgy hamstrings and six- 
figure bank balances. 

Vfoodward spent much of 
last week, in Old Mother Hub- 
bard mode, bemoaning the wor- 
rying scarcity of provisions. Last 
night, he returned to the soap- 
box with a vengeance, lambast- 
ing the short-sightedness and 
self-interest he sees around him 
and accusing top English learns 
of shelling out pension plans to 


imported has-beens rather than 
priceless top-level opportunities 
to youngsters with a legitimate 
future in the national set-up. 

“The current structure of 
English rugby is laughable,” he 
said in an interview broadcast on 
Sky's Rugby Chib programme. “I 
don't think there is a country in 
the worid in a worse position to 
generate a successful national 
side. I'm determined to tie part 
of the team that fixes this. It's 
not part of my job description, 
but it’s dose to my heart.'' 

He described Harlequins' de- 
cision to sign Zinzan Brooke, the 
great All Blade No 8, as a “dis- 
aster’’, adding; “The headlines in 
New Zealand were ‘Zimry re- 
tires’. I’ve nothing against him - 
he’s a top bloke and good luck 
to him -but we’re just paying his 
pension. No one can come up to 
me and say the current structure 
is right for English rugby. The 
club scene needs a successful 

Englan d Team and Fnglan ri need 

a successful dub scene. At the 
moment, we haven’t got either.” 

Short-term success tomorrow 
depends on the ability of what 
amounts to a second new Eng- 
land line-up in three weeks 
finding immediate cohesion in 
the face of what is certain to be 
a challenge of extreme serious- 
ness. Three-quarters of the way 
through a four-match series 
against the best the world has to 
offer. Woodward finds himself • 
with a fresh left-w ing , an untried 
midfield partnership, a pair of 
locks boasting five caps be- 
tween them and an experimen- 
tal concoction in the back row. 

Thankfully, Lawrence DaJ- 
laglio does not appear the least 
bit perturbed by the compre- 
hensive dismantling of the side 
that performed so honourably 
in defeat against New Zealand 
last weekend. “The aim is to sec 
down our marker, not only to 
equal the southern hemisphere 


teams but to surpass them,’' said 
the captain yesterday. U I think 
we have it in us both physically 
and psychologically to start the 
process with a win tomorrow. 

“It's unfortunate that Phil, 
who has bee® on a roll this sea- 
son, is unable to capitalise on 
that good form against Lhe Boks. 
But I know from my experience 
with Waps that Nick is a Test- 
class player.” 

However committed Dal- 
laglio considers his squad to be, 
they will do well to match the 
battle-hardened sense of pur- 
pose evident among the South 
Africans. Cut to the quick by last 
summer’s 2-1 reverse against the 
Lions and subsequent failures in 
the In- Nations series, they have 
reacted by rattling up 150 points 
and 21 tries in their last three 
Tests against Italy and' France. 

“We scored 52 points In Paris 
last Saturday, which l did not ex- 
pect,” said. their new coach, 
Nick Mallett, yesterday. “But 
while we played particularly 
wefl. the French did not pe rfo r m 
at alL More importantly, they lost 
heart totally. That is something 
the English simply will not do. 

“With that in mind, it could 
be a case of grinding our the vic- 
tory rather than wi nning in 
flamboyant fashion. The great 
thing about this group of play- 
ers is that the inter-state rival- 
ries back home have been 
forgotten. Everyone wants to do 
well for each other and hopefully 
we possess sufficient strength of 
character to see us through.” 

Simon Shaw, the Wasps lock, 
has recovered from an elbow in- 
jury and takes his place on the 
England bench at Twickenham. 
• Newport have emerged as 
favourites to secure the services 
of the former England and 
Harlequins coach, Dick Best, as 

director of coaching. 

# Springboks’ rookie 
with attitude, page 30 
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WORLD EXCLUSIVE! 


Network 

Computing 


The True Facts Re ve a led 


Confused? You could be. The arguments 
for and against Thin dents' or Network 
Computers (NCs) are complex. 


Morse can explain what is possible wffih 
today's technology. We dan show you 
Sun Microsystems networks running 
applications like SAP and Oracle on NCs. 
We ran help you take the first steps in 
putbng this technology into use. ' -l-> 


Please call us to receive an information 
pack, or to arrange a visit to bur 
Enterprise Computing Centre to see 
NCs inaction. 




Morse Computers 

0800 22 88 88 ' 
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